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CONSTRUCTION, ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
May 1, 2006 

 
Members Present:    Members Absent: 
June Swallow, Chair                                                        
Robert Griffith      

               Jon Schock 
 
Staff Present:     
Juan Mariscal     
Romeo Mendes    
 

1. Call to Order 
With a quorum present, Mr. Schock called the meeting to order at 9:35AM.  

 
2. Project Eligibility Determinations 

a. Lincoln Interconnection – The Lincoln Water Commission’s application for a 50% 
reimbursement grant under the Emergency Interconnection Program was presented by Mr. 
Mariscal.   Mr. Mariscal gave a brief overview of the project and then asked staff engineer 
Romeo Mendes to provide further explanation to the committee.  Mr. Mendes relayed that the 
work involved the rehabilitation and/or reconstruction of the commission’s connecting main 
to the Woonsocket emergency water system interconnection.  The work had been planned for 
since the completion of the upgrade to the connection’s booster pump station and became 
imperative to complete after operation of the connection during the summer of 2005 produced 
less than desirable results in terms of quantity and quality delivered.  Mr. Mendes explained 
further that it was his opinion that preparing a water pipe to receive a liner was a construction 
activity therefore the proposed project would be eligible for funding under section 2.6(a)(i) of 
the Rules and Regulations for Emergency Water Systems Interconnections.  Upon 
considering all available information the committee determined the project was an eligible 
activity under the program and costs would be reimbursed up to 50% subject to the 
availability of funds. On a motion by Mr. Griffith seconded by Mr. Schock the request was 
unanimously approved. 
 
b. Portsmouth Interconnection – The Portsmouth Water and Fire District’s proposed 
Sakonnet  Bridge crossing project was presented by Mr. Mariscal.  Mr. Mariscal gave a brief 
overview of the project and then asked Portsmouth Water and Fire District General Manager 
and Chief Engineer Will McGlinn to provide further explanation to the committee.  Mr. 
McGlinn explained that Portsmouth Water had requested from the State Department of 
Transportation that the proposed Sakonnet Bridge be designed to accommodate a 
water line (interconnection) between the Portsmouth and Stone Bridge Water and Fire 
Districts. In its reply to Portsmouth, DOT indicated that a utility corridor would be 
provided on the proposed structure and that it would be the water purveyor’s 
responsibility to provide design and construction funds for required approaches 
through the abutment walls as well as any necessary supports or hangers. At some 
point in the near future replacement of the existing interconnection which travels 
under the Sakonnet River and was installed in1956 will be more cost effective than 
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repair. At this point it would be advantageous to construct a new interconnection on 
the bridge. Rough estimates for design and construction are $10,000 and $100,000 
respectively and Portsmouth is aware that under the interconnection program only 50 
% of the total cost is reimbursable. Upon considering all available information the 
committee determined the project was eligible for funding under the emergency 
interconnection program and costs would be reimbursed up to 50% subject to the 
availability of funds. The committee recommended that a letter from the WRB be 
issued to DOT supporting the project and that staff begin discussions with DOT 
personnel to move the project forward. On a motion by Mr. Griffith, second by Ms. 
Swallow the request was unanimously approved. 

 
3. New Business-None 
 
4. Other Business-None 
 
5. Adjournment 

On a motion by Mr. Schock, second by Ms. Swallow, the Committee adjourned at 
10:20 AM 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
June Swallow 
Chair 
 
 
 


