
City of Newport 
Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

July 7, 2016, 6:30 p.m. 
Newport City Hall, Council Chambers, 43 Broadway 

 
Call to Order: 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Roll Call and Determination of Quorum: 
The Vice Chair called the roll and determined a quorum of board members present.   
 
Members Present: 
Kim Salerno, Chair   Brian Rochelle  Tanya Kelley 
Melissa Pattavina, Vice Chair  John Oliveira  Timothy Burns  
Wick Rudd     

 
Members Absent: 
Liam Barry, Secretary   Tod Murphy 
 
Staff Present: 
Christine O’Grady, City Planner 
Guy Weston, Zoning Officer 
Nancy Simoes, Stenographer, Allied Court Reporters 
        
Approval of Minutes: 
The minutes of the meeting of May 2, 2016 were reviewed.  K. Salerno requested a 
revision to the 2nd paragraph of demolition permit request for clarification of wording 
intent, 20 Cliff Avenue.  The requested change was made and a motion to approve the 
minutes was made by W. Rudd, seconded by M. Pattavina.  The motion was unanimously 
approved.  June 6th meeting canceled, no meeting minutes recorded. 
 
Public Hearings 
No public hearings were heard at the July 7th meeting. 
 
Communications 
Special Comprehensive Plan Sub-Committee Meeting Material 

• May 16, 2016 – Land Use and Economic Development 
• June 20, 2016 – Housing Neighborhoods; and Historic & Cultural Resources 

Materials were distributed via email one week prior to sub-committee meetings.  
No action required. 
 
Old Business 
Motion to move Demolition Permit for 137 Coggeshall Avenue to New Business was 
made M. Pattavina, seconded by B. Rochelle.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
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New Business 
Demolition Permit 

• 137 Coggeshall Avenue, Tax Assessor’s Plat 37, Lot 56 
Ms. Bohan, owner of the property, presented an overview of the demolition project to 
the planning board.  A draft plan showing the proposed single residence to be built on 
site was presented.  The board was informed that no Zoning Board of Review permits 
have been filed to date for the property.  No questions were asked of the owner, but K. 
Salerno and T. Kelley voiced concern about the character of the neighborhood being 
altered by the proposed demolition and subsequent rebuild for the record.  No members 
of the public chose to speak to the project.  A motion to approve Consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan findings was made by M. Pattavina, seconded by W. Rudd.  The 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Special Use Permit 

• 364-366 Thames Street, Tax Assessor’s Plat 27, Lot 136, 157 & 210  
Pat Hayes, attorney for the owner, presented a brief overview of the project which is for 
the continued retail use of the first floor and changes to the uses on the second and 
third floor of the JTA&P Building.  Existing office space use on the second and third floors 
will be converted to six multi-family dwelling units.  A total of 32 parking spaces will be 
provided in accordance with the uses proposed on combined lots 136, 210, & a portion 
of 157.  An additional 12 parking spaces will provided on the remainder of lot 157 with 
an another 8 designated parking spaces covering property on both lots 136 & 157 under 
a proposed lot merger.  The board asked questions related to rental/ownership, rental 
terms, and parking.  The project was heard at the June 27th Zoning Board of Review 
meeting and approval was granted.  A motion to approve Consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan findings was made by M. Pattavina, seconded by J. Oliveira.  The 
motion was unanimously approved. 
 

• 172 Thames Street, Tax Assessor’s Plat 24, Lot 87 
Pat Hayes, attorney for the owner, presented a brief overview of the project which is for 
the conversion of the 2nd and 3rd floor office use to a 4-unit multi-family dwelling, while 
the 1st floor will remain retail use.  Each proposed dwelling unit will contain 2 
bedrooms.  There are currently 8 existing parking spaces onsite.  In accordance with the 
existing onsite uses there should be 33 parking spaces and under the proposed uses 28 
spaces are required (19.2 spaces for retail and 8 spaces for dwelling units). The proposed 
project will not result in any changes to the square footage of the building exterior of the 
building or changes to the existing parking area accessible off Birchead Place.  Questions 
related to parking were asked by members of the board.  The project will be heard at the 
July 25th Zoning Board of Review meeting.  A motion to approve Consistency with the 
Comprehensive Plan findings was made by T. Kelley, seconded by W. Rudd.  The motion 
was unanimously approved. 
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• Action Item  

Review and Adoption of the Comprehensive Land Use Plan Update Chapter  
Economic Development - A motion to approve the finalized draft was made by M. 
Pattavina, seconded by J. Oliveira.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
Reports: 

• Planning Staff Report – Ms. O’Grady notified the board of the submission of the revised 
Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan to RIEMA for review in June 2016.  The next step is for 
RIEMA to forward the plan to the FEMA Regional Office for review and approval. 
 

• Comprehensive Plan Update – Ms. O’Grady informed the board of the next sub-
committee meeting on July 18th and the topics to be discussed.  Two members of the 
public, Margaret Kirschner and Judith Jones, requested to speak to the Community 
Services and Facilities (Substance Abuse) chapter of the plan and the Housing (Rental 
Housing and Gentrification) chapter.  They made suggested revisions related to 
additional community organizations which should be included within the plan. 
 
Adjournment: 
A motion to adjourn was made by W. Rudd, seconded by M. Pattavina.  The motion was 
unanimously approved.  Meeting Adjourned at 6:57 pm. 
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