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Thirty-Second Annual Meeting of the 
Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District 

996 Main Street 
Hope Valley, RI 02832 

Wednesday, July 16, 2014 
7:00 p.m. 

Minutes of the Meeting 
 
Meeting commenced and was called to order by Chairman, David Holt at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the flag and a 
moment of silence. Chairman Holt thanked everyone for attending this evening. He then introduced the officers of 
the Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District. The following officers were introduced. 
 
  Chairman:  David Holt 
  Vice-Chairman:  Pasquale DeBernardo 
  Board Members:  Ronald Richard (not present) 
     Georgia Ure 
     Elwood Johnson 
  Treasurer:  Deborah Nicotra 
  Tax Collector:  Susan Bok 
  District Clerk:  Julie Kelley 
  Chief:   Fred Stanley 
  Attorney:  Richard Panciera 
  Auditor:   Pete Stefanski (not present) 
 
At which time, Chairman, David Holt, asked the District Clerk, Julie Kelley, if a Quorum was present and to verify 
the number present at the meeting. The District Clerk announced that there were twenty-four (24) qualified electors 
present from Richmond and Hopkinton. 
 
Reading of the Warrant: Motion made by Mr. DeBernardo to dispense with the public reading of the warrant and 
accept as presented and was seconded by Chief Stanley and Deputy David Caswell. With no further discussion, all 
in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO DISPENSE AND ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Rules of the Meeting: Chairman Holt indicated that the meeting follows “Roberts Rules of Order” when it comes to 
procedures and voting. 
 
Awards & Presentations: 
Deputy Jason Caswell presented the awards this evening for FY 2014. 
 
Scholarships from the F.R. Stanley Scholarship Fund: 
Brian Flood $750.00 
Gregory Holt $750.00 
 
There was a round of applause to the recipients of the scholarships. Chairman Holt wished all Scholarship recipients 
well with their education. 
 
Reading of the minutes of the July 17, 2013 Annual meeting: Motion made by Mr. DeBernardo to dispense with 
the reading of the minutes of the July 17, 2013 meeting and accept as presented. Deputy Chief Caswell seconded the 
motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO DISPENSE AND ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 



	
  

Revised	
  7/16/15	
   2	
  

 
Annual Report of Affairs 
Chairman Holt thanked everyone for attending this evening. Chairman Holt briefly discussed that Ron Richard was 
a great member to serve with and his time spent on the board was very much appreciated. This evening there will be 
a new election for a position on the board. We have had a great year for this District where we have had several tax 
sales with much thanks to our Attorney Richard Panciera for all his efforts in getting these tax sales done. This year 
Chief Stanley has fought hard on a number of Legislative efforts with one that could affect our budgets all because 
of the problems in the Coventry Fire District. We will continue to try and help keep the district subject to rules and 
regulations that make it difficult not only for the staff but difficult for the taxpayer. Much of this legislative part is 
well worth our efforts; hopefully next year we will see some changes. At our annual meeting with our Legislators, 
we discussed a number of these issues, two (2) issues were brought up again this year and were suppose to be 
resolved but died in the house. Recently, we have seen new legislation; the Fiscal Responsibility Act which just 
came out with no opportunity to testify in a public hearing. We are a well-run department, we have a good reserve 
and the district is in solid condition. Our equipment is in good shape and our Firefighters are doing a great job. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was presented for July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014. Motion made by Mr. 
DeBernardo to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented and seconded by Chief Stanley. With no further 
discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Tax Collector’s Report: The Tax Collector’s Report was presented for July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014. Motion made 
by Mr. DeBernardo to accept the Tax Collector’s Report as presented and seconded by Mr. Johnson. With no further 
discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Chief’s Report: The Chief’s Annual Report for FY 2014 was presented. Motion made by Mr. DeBernardo to accept 
the Chief’s Report as presented and seconded by Mr. Johnson. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Election of Officers: 
The Chairman presented the election of the following officers: 
 
 Board Members:  Georgia Ure – 3-year term 
    Paul Schaarschmidt – 3-year term 
 
 District Clerk:  Julie Kelley – 1-year term 
 
A motion was made by Mr. DeBernardo to nominate Georgia Ure for re-election to the board for a 3-year term and 
to nominate Paul Schaarschmidt to the board for a 3-year term to replace Ron Richard, and to nominate Julie Kelley 
as District Clerk for a 1-year term. Mr. Johnson seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all 
aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Appropriations and Budget: Appropriations and Budget were presented as proposed at the public hearing. 
Chairman Holt commented that the total expenses for FY 2015 are $758,938.00 with a difference of $18,779.00 
from FY 2014. Of this amount $740,938.00 is to be raised by taxes, an increase of $11,679.00. This is based on the 
certified tax rolls in Richmond and Hopkinton. With the devaluation of properties the mil rate was raised to meet the 
budget, which will be $1.10 per $1,000.00. 
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A motion was made by Chief Stanley to adopt the budget in the amount of $758,938.00 of which $740,938.00 is to 
be raised by taxes for the Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District. Deputy David Caswell, Mr. Johnson, and Captain 
Dumsar seconded the motion to accept the budget as presented. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Tax Resolution: This will define how much will have to be raised by taxes based on an amount when the assessed 
values are set for Richmond and Hopkinton, then the tax rate for the district will be set. It is estimated to be around 
$1.10 cents per $1,000.00. District Clerk, Julie Kelley read the Tax Resolution to be (in a sum of not less than 
($740,938.00) and not more than ($$758,938.00). A motion was made by Mr. DeBernardo and seconded by Chief 
Stanley to accept the Tax Resolution and levy the tax on the taxpayers. With no further discussion, all in favor, all 
aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Bonding of District Officers: A motion was made by Chief Stanley and seconded by Mr. DeBernardo to accept the 
Bonding of District Officers as presented. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Motions and Resolutions: Mr. Pasquale DeBernardo read Motions 1 through 6 as denoted below: 
 
MOTION # 1: Mr. DeBernardo motioned that the Board of Directors be a committee of the whole to study any 
possible revisions to the Fire District’s charter. Seconded by Chief Stanley. With no further discussion, all in favor, 
all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
MOTION # 2: Mr. DeBernardo motioned that the Board of Directors be authorized to approve mutual aid contracts 
and/or agreements. Seconded by Chief Stanley and Deputy David Caswell. With no further discussion, all in favor, 
all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
MOTION # 3: Mr. DeBernardo motioned that the Board of directors be authorized to expend monies from the 
Reserve Account for emergency repair, replacement of equipment, and/or reduction of taxes or debts. Seconded by 
Mr. Johnson. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
MOTION # 4: Mr. DeBernardo motioned that any balance from the FY 2014 Budget and all uncollected taxes for 
same and previous years plus interest when collected be placed in the Reserve Account. Seconded by Mr. Johnson. 
With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
MOTION # 5: Mr. DeBernardo motioned that the Board of Directors be authorized to expend an amount not-to-
exceed ten thousand ($10,000.00) dollars from the Reserve Account to be expended for the repair of the 2004 Ford 
Van. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
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MOTION # 6: Mr. DeBernardo motioned that the Board of Directors be authorized to expend an amount not-to-
exceed two thousand five hundred ($2,500.00) dollars from the Reserve Account to be expended to purchase a new 
computer system and purchase software for the district. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Swearing in of Elected Officers: 
Attorney Richard Panciera, performed the swearing in of elected officers: 
 Board Members:  Georgia Ure 
    Paul Schaarschmidt 
 District Clerk:  Julie Kelley 
 
Other Business: 
Open forum to anyone who would like to address District members: No other business came before the board. 
 
Adjournment: Motion made by Mr. DeBernardo to adjourn at 7:22 p.m. and seconded by Ms. Ure. With no further 
discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously. 
 
(MOTION TO ACCEPT-ACCEPTED) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Julie Kelley 
District Clerk 


