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HOPE VALLEY/WYOMING FIRE DISTRICT 
996 MAIN STREET 

HOPE VALLEY, RI 02832 
 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
OCTOBER 9, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Those present: Board Members: Chairman, David Holt, Vice-Chairman, Pasquale DeBernardo, Georgia Ure, 
Elwood Johnson, Paul Schaarschmidt; Chief, Frederick Stanley; Tax Collector, Susan Bok; District Clerk, Julie 
Kelley 
 
Those not present: Auditor, Pete Stefanski; Treasurer, Deborah Nicotra 
 
The meeting commenced and was called to order by Chairman, David Holt at 7:01 p.m. with a salute to the flag and 
a moment of silence. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the September 11th Monthly Board Meeting were presented. Mr. DeBernardo motioned to accept the 
minutes as presented and Ms. Ure seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion 
passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 
The Tax Collector’s report was presented for September 2014. The report reflects a total of $522,369.69 received to 
date from Richmond and Hopkinton. Ms. Bok reported that as of today the new total was $572,161.04 that has been 
collected to date.  Ms. Ure motioned to accept the Tax Collector’s Report as presented and Mr. Johnson seconded 
the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurer’s report for September 2014 was presented. The Treasurer was not in attendance this evening due to 
her being on vacation. The report this evening reflects the Depot Square Park fund now being moved to Acct. # 
1600 - Miscellaneous Income in the amount of $4,048.34. Acct. # 6230 – Snow Removal has been corrected and 
Acct. # 6240 – Park Grounds has been added. Chairman Holt discussed with the Board that he and the Treasurer 
worked together on the quarterly report which was to be sent to the Auditor General and Municipal of Finance. On 
page 2 of the quarterly report reflects our Capital Outlay of $12,500, which was for the truck renovation, and the 
new computers for the office, which has been posted for this quarter. A copy of the quarterly report was given to the 
District Clerk to file for the records. The report that was submitted for the quarterly reporting is the same report that 
the board viewed this evening. 
 
Mr. DeBernardo inquired about page 2; Acct. # 5110 – Retirement, as to why Susan J. Bok had two transactions 
listed on 9/3/14 and two on 9/17/14 while the others listed did not? They also discussed Acct. # 6240 Park Grounds 
and the 9/4/14 transaction for S & S Landscaping in the amount of $945.00, payment to S & S for this pay period. In 
viewing the summary page under Acct. # 6240 – Park Grounds a total of $1,844.48 has been paid to date. 
 
Ms. Ure commented that she was not happy with the service this year from S & S Landscaping as the park had grubs 
and crab grass and she would like to see better care taken of the park next year. It was agreed that the board would 
go out to bid for these services next year. 
 
The board discussed the current interest rates of the banks. Mr. Ure would like the Treasurer to review our current 
rates and ensure the district is gaining the most interest on money that is in our current bank accounts in both 
Washington Trust Company and Dime Bank. 
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Mr. Johnson motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report for September and Mr. Schaarschmidt seconded the motion. 
With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT 
The Chief’s report was presented for September 2014. The board discussed the following points of interest: 
 
The board discussed the repair to the water meter, which would require shutting down the water to all of the Hope 
Valley residents and businesses. During a meeting that Chief Stanley had with the two town managers and Mr. Leon 
Mills it was decided to shut off the water at 9:00 pm instead of midnight. The board members discussed that 
Richmond had put a limit on the usage to the people on Main Street. They didn’t want to expand further as it might 
impact people with wells and the septic systems. At the time when this water main went in, Richmond didn’t have 
enough water supply, now they have a new tank. Chief Stanley discussed that an average hydrant when flushing out 
a system can use 3,000 to 4,000 gallons per minute as it is required to flush it two times per year in order to keep our 
ISO rating. 
 
Verizon completed the Balloon test requirement. The pictures depicted in the report shows the tower where the 
balloon was. Verizon has notified us of a continuance on the hearing. Our budget reflects we are to start receiving 
income from the tower in January, but if the tower is not ready then income from the tower will be delayed as well. 
They have decided to put the fiber optic cable lines along the edge of the parking lot. The electric will go through 
the existing conduit that we have. 
 
We as a district have sent information to the Auditor General’s Office per their request. In accordance to the new 
laws, the 2015 audit, our fiscal year commencing in July is to be conducted by an approved CPA firm. They have 
read all of our audits that were acceptable by our two financial institutions. Our current auditor, Mr. Pete Stefanski 
does confirm to O & B standards but the Auditor General has to approve the auditor that complies with Government 
Accounting Standards Board (GASB) standards. 
 
A letter from the Attorney general went to Mr. Richard Panciera regarding our compliance with our procedures to 
request open records as we were in violation of this new law. The District clerk has posted this information on our 
website to ensure we are compliant. 
 
There is no further news regarding the incident at Charbert’s Mill and our insurance company. 
 
The 2004 Van is now completed with lettering at a cost of $9,572.08. The Diamond T is not completed; it was 
discussed that the auditor in his last report reflected there was balance of $500 left on our books. The board would 
like to inquire with the Treasurer to see if there is any money remaining for the Diamond T. 
 
 The board requested that a letter be sent from the board to Mr. Bill Grimes of Grimes Auto Body for their 
appreciation for the efforts in repair of the Diamond T vehicle. 
 
The board wanted to acknowledge their appreciation for the outstanding efforts to the volunteer officers; firefighters, 
junior members and auxiliary members who worked to power wash the walls and cleaned the carpets, a great job by 
all for their efforts with much appreciation from the board. 
 
Chief Stanley discussed the possibility of billing through a private company for all the MVA’s as well as for hazmat 
incidents. The percentage of the billing is 10% with very little work on our end. Dunn’s Corner is currently doing 
this and receiving anywhere from $8,000.00 to $10,000.00. Once presented, a package will be put together for the 
board to review. 
 
After review of the RI Southern Firemen’s League’s Accident and Sickness Policy, it could exceed the estimated 
budget amount of $15,000.00. Chief Stanley requested a vote to approve the increases in Excess Liability coverage 
for the additional premium of $600.00. 
 
Mr. Johnson motioned to increase the RI Southern Firemen’s Accident and Sickness Policy with the Excess Liability 
coverage for Each Occurrence from $3,000,000 to $4,000,000 and increasing the Annual Aggregate from 
$6,000,000 to $8,000,000 as listed on page 18 of the VFIS Proposal with an additional premium cost of $600.00. 
Ms. Ure seconded the motion, with no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
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Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
The board also noted the VFIS Summary Loss report, which included 5 years of History from claim registration and 
policy inception. The report listed losses from 2008 to 2013 including the losses incurred due to the flood in 2009. 
 
Chief Stanley provided training to the board in regards to Open Access Records that are required to be posted on the 
Secretary of States Website. The district has also identified how to make a public records request. The District Clerk 
has posted this information to the District’s website and is working on linking directly to the Secretary of State’s 
Website where all our records are kept for public access. 
 
Mr. Ure motioned to accept the Chief’s Report for September 2014 and Mr. Johnson seconded the motion. With no 
further discussion from the Chief’s report, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Incoming: 

1. Email addressed to Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, from Ms. Sarah 
McGuinnes, Project Manager, VitalSite Services, Inc., regarding Proposed Conduit Path. 

2. Email addressed to Mr. David Holt, Mr. Pat DeBernardo, and Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope 
Valley/Wyoming Fire District, from Ms. Rina DiBenedetto, CPA, Senior Audit Manager, Office of the 
Auditor General, regarding Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District – Annual Reporting Requirements. 

3. Email addressed to Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, from Ms. Carol 
Holahan, Esq., McLane Law Firm, regarding Hope Valley, RI Continued Hearing. 

4. Email addressed to Mr. William A. McGarry, from Mr. Ron MacDonald III, EMA Director, Town of 
Hopkinton, in reference to the Low Well Water Prospect Square/Wyoming Pond Upper Dam. 

5. Email addressed to Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, from Mr. Richard 
C. Panciera, Esq. regarding establishing written procedures regarding access to public records. 

6. Email addressed to Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, from Ms. Julie 
Kelley, District Clerk, regarding Access to Public Records Act (APRA). 

7. VFIS – A Property and Casualty Proposal Prepared for the Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, dated, 
September 30, 2014 reflecting changes on pages 18 & 19 for FY 2015. 

8. Letter addressed to Water Line Customers, from Mr. William A. McGarry, Town Manager, Hopkinton, RI, 
regarding upcoming repairs to the water line meter located at the Hopkinton-Richmond town line. 
 

Outgoing: 
1. Letter addressed to Office of the Auditor General, Ms. Rina DiBenedetto, CPA, from Mr. Frederick A. 

Stanley, Chief, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, in reply to an email request of September 10, 2014. 
2. Letter addressed to Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, from Ms. Julie 

Kelley, District Clerk, regarding notification pursuant to RI General Laws § 42-45-5(a) (1), to discuss the 
performance, character, or physical or mental health in executive session. 

3. Letter addressed to the Town of Hopkinton, Zoning Board of Review, from Mr. David Holt, Chairman, 
Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, regarding Replacement of the 85-foot communications tower at 996 
Main Street, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District Station #1. 

4. Letter addressed to Mr. Barry Ricci, Superintendent, Chariho Regional School District, from Mr. Frederick 
A. Stanley, Chief, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, regarding District Safety Team Meeting. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM 
No public forum this evening. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION UNDER RI GENERAL LAWS §42-46-5 (a)(1)-(9) 
The board then convened into Executive Session under RI General Laws section (5) in order to have a discussion 
with personnel, Chief Frederick A. Stanley. A letter has been sent and Chief Stanley has notified the district that he 
requested a closed meeting. 
 
Mr. DeBernardo motioned to go into Executive Session in accordance with RI General Laws §42-46-5 (a)(1)-(9) and 
Ms. Ure seconded the motion to enter into a closed Executive Session. With no further discussion, all in favor, all 
aye, motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
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Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
Mr. Johnson motioned to close the Executive Session in accordance with RI General Laws §42-46-5 (a)(1)-(9) and 
Mr. Schaarschmidt seconded the motion. No votes were taken while in Executive Session. With no further 
discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
Mr. DeBernardo motioned to seal the minutes of record while in Executive Session until they can be released. Mr. 
Johnson seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
ADJOURN 
A motion was made to adjourn at 8:33 p.m. by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. DeBernardo and Mr. 
Schaarschmidt. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (5-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Julie Kelley 
District Clerk 


