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HOPE VALLEY/WYOMING FIRE DISTRICT 
996 MAIN STREET 

HOPE VALLEY, RI 02832 
 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Those present: Board Members: Chairman, David Holt, Vice-Chairman, Pasquale DeBernardo, Georgia Ure, Paul 
Schaarschmidt; Chief, Frederick Stanley; Treasurer, Deborah Nicotra; Tax Collector, Susan Bok; District Clerk, 
Julie Kelley 
 
Those not present: Board Member, Elwood Johnson; Auditor, Pete Stefanski 
 
The meeting commenced and was called to order by Chairman, David Holt at 7:00 p.m. with a salute to the flag and 
a moment of silence. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the August 14th Monthly Board Meeting were presented. Ms. Ure motioned to accept the minutes as 
presented and Mr. Schaarschmidt seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion 
passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 
The Tax Collector’s report was presented for August 2014. A total of $275,567.31 has been collected to date. Ms. 
Bok discussed that the next tax sale date could not be set, as Mike Lanahan, the Auctioneer was ill. Mr. DeBernardo 
motioned to accept the Tax Collector’s Report as presented and Mr. Schaarschmidt seconded the motion. With no 
further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurer’s report for August 2014 was presented. Ms. Nicotra stated that the reports are looking better with the 
new computer and stated that the previous problems were definitely computer issues. She also discussed that she 
went to reconcile the bank statement through the end of June and found it to be off by $38,000. She is still working 
on the reconciliation. Ms. Nicotra noted that Acct. # 6230 - Snow Removal; the account that the board wanted to use 
for the Park couldn’t be used as it was previously assigned. She noted that Acct. # 6240 would be used for Park & 
Grounds. The transactions for the Town of Hopkinton and Wyoming Hardware for a total amount of $840.30 really 
should be in Acct. # 6240 – Parks & Grounds. 
 
The board discussed sending out the appropriate fiscal quarterly reports to the Department of Revenue. Chairman 
Holt indicated that we would send them the year-to-date Actual vs. Budget reports, Pages 1 & 2 for July, August, 
and September and submit it with the cover sheet, with the appropriate signatures as requested. At the next meeting 
after review of the September Treasurer’s report, the district will submit the quarterly report. We will submit our 
own fiscal report; the only difference being is that it will not be in their format. 
 
Ms. Nicotra informed the board that the state is requesting an Audit for all payroll regardless of whether they are on 
retirement or not back to year 2011. They are looking for payroll ledgers, W-2’s, 941’s, TX17’s, they also want her 
to pull out all the retirement submittals. The district has been submitting everything on line electronically and in a 
timely manner. Ms. Nicotra indicated that she also has an additional request for an audit with the retirement board, 
which stated it would take a couple of days. Chairman Holt indicated that if they want to make an appointment to 
review what is required with the Treasurer that she should inform them of her office hours and meet with them 
during her available hours. 
 
We have submitted our audit report to the office of the Auditor General; they do have a few questions of the district, 
which will be answered. It is required that for FY 2014 we comply with Gatsby Standards and because of this we 
have requested that they supply us with the financial cost, as we will not pass that burden onto our taxpayers.  
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Otherwise, we can provide to them our same audit as we currently do as required by our charter of which we are 
fully compliant.  
 
The board discussed the current balance in the Depot Square Project in the amount of $4,048.34 which should be 
reflected as Income under Acct. # 1600 - Misc. Inc. Chief Stanley discussed after further review of the previous 
Audit, it reflects income from Inspections but does not indicate the break down of where the income came from. 
 
Mr. DeBernardo motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report with corrections for August and Mr. Schaarschmidt 
seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT 
The Chief’s report was presented for August 2014. The board discussed the following points of interest: 
 
The board discussed the Hopkinton Zoning board of review meeting with representatives from Verizon. We need to 
do a balloon test and a sound test. They are treating this as a new tower not as an old tower. The zoning official after 
talking to the attorney, decided we had to do a lot more. The balloon test it to be done at the end of the month. The 
noise test is to test the sound or wind going through the tower. Other places have complained that they could hear 
sound, not here in Rhode Island, but there was an article in a magazine, and as a result of this it has been decided we 
must do a noise test as well. The balloon test is to determine if we receive any complaints visually. The balloon test 
has to advertised in the paper and has to be done for five (5) consecutive days and should also be covered over a 
weekend. It will be tied to the existing tower, fifteen (15) feet higher to the height of the new tower. Verizon is also 
required to inquire from all the people that own a cell tower within eight (8) miles of this location if there is space 
available. The district objected to that, because this is the point that needs the safety coverage and our staff uses 
Verizon, which will allow for better communication. 
 
Attorney Curt Varone and Attorney Ray Pezza are currently working on what claims the district may have as a result 
of the Chief’s fall at Charberts Mill. Curt is a retired Deputy Chief from Providence and both are working as active 
volunteers with the Exeter #1 Fire Department.  They are currently working with the insurance company of the plant 
and hoping to negotiate a deal in order to obtain restitution for our firefighters that were endangered. 
 
There were negative comments regarding the issue at Charberts on Face book, this is one of the reasons Chief 
Stanley has advised his officers and firefighters not to go onto face book. The Westerly Sun is backing the Chief 
100%. The local police are investigating. 
 
The Chief’s stress test came back the same as his previous test. The issue is with his lower back, he is supposed to 
go to Physical Therapy, but the doctor indicated that he could continue to work. 
 
During the conference in Dallas, amongst thousands of people, a questioned was raised as to who amongst them 
were 100% compliant with NFPA standards, only three (3) Chief’s were noted as being compliant. It was discussed 
that manufacturers should not be on the committees. Too many people drawing up the requirements every year 
cause the standards to change, making it difficult to comply. 
 
The Diamond T pumper is looking great as a result of all the hard work from John Vuono, Brian Champlin, along 
with the assistance of Billy Grimes. The Yawgoo truck is having a new poly tank put into it. The truck itself is built 
well and is in excellent condition. 
 
The new pick-up truck is working out well. The refurbishing of the van by Billy Grimes is in the final stages and 
will be back soon. 
 
Mr. DeBernardo motioned to accept the Chief’s Report for August 2014 and Mr. Schaarschmidt seconded the 
motion. With no further discussion from the Chief’s report, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Incoming: 

1. Email addressed to Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, from Ms. Rina 
DiBenedetto, Senior Audit Manager, Office of the Auditor General, regarding Hope Valley/Wyoming fire 
District – Annual Reporting Requirements. 

2. Letter addressed to the Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire Department, from Mr. Gregory B. Holt, expressing his 
appreciation for the scholarship award. 

3. Letter addressed to Lisa Taito, NFA Corp., from Mr. Loren Gengarella, Building Official, Town of 
Richmond, RI, regarding violations in the room that the Fire Chief fell through at Charberts Mill. 
 

Outgoing: 
1. Letter addressed to Town of Hopkinton, Zoning Board of Review, from Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, 

Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, regarding Replacement communications tower, 996 Main Street, 
Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District at Station 1. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM 
No public forum this evening. 
  
ADJOURN 
A motion was made to adjourn at 7:56 p.m. by Mr. DeBernardo and seconded by Ms. Ure. With no further 
discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Schaarschmidt-yes 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Julie Kelley 
District Clerk 


