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HOPE VALLEY/WYOMING FIRE DISTRICT 
996 MAIN STREET 

HOPE VALLEY, RI 02832 
 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 
JULY 10, 2014 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Those present: Board Members: Chairman, David Holt, Vice-Chairman, Pasquale DeBernardo, Georgia Ure 
(arrived 7:40 p.m.), Elwood Johnson; Chief, Frederick Stanley; Treasurer, Deborah Nicotra; Tax Collector, Susan 
Bok; District Clerk, Julie Kelley 
 
Those not present: Board Member: Ronald Richard; Auditor, Pete Stefanski 
 
The meeting commenced and was called to order by Chairman, David Holt at 7:01 p.m. with a salute to the flag and 
a moment of silence. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the June 12th Monthly Board Meeting were presented. Mr. Johnson motioned to accept the minutes 
as presented and Mr. DeBernardo seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion 
passed unanimously (3-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes 
 
The minutes of the June 26th Budget Hearing were presented. Mr. DeBernardo motioned to accept the minutes as 
presented and Mr. Johnson seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed 
unanimously (3-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes 
 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 
The Tax Collector’s report was presented for June 2014. Ms. Bok informed the board that the new tax roll for 
Hopkinton finally came in and that the certified roll is expected on Monday, July 14th. A total of $677,092.73 has 
been collected as reflected on the report. We have an uncollected tax amount of $52,173.39 at this time. Mr. 
DeBernardo inquired about writing off the small amounts from prior years as discussed in previous meetings. The 
tax sale has already been conducted on most of these properties and for property classified as swampland we may 
not collect the balance due. This issue should be discussed with our Auditor to see how we should handle taking 
these transactions off the books. Mr. DeBernardo motioned to accept the Tax Collector’s Report as presented and 
Mr. Johnson seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously 
(3-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
The Treasurer’s report for June 2014 was presented. Ms. Nicotra apologized to the board for the presentation of the 
report this evening. Ms. Nicotra discussed that she recently had to upgrade the software, which took extensive hours 
to do. With this upgrade the reports did not print correctly. Chief Stanley advised the board of Acct. # 5111 – 
Custodian that will be a separate line item for next year. 
 
Chief Stanley informed the board that the check from the Insurance Company came in and would cover for the oil 
pan for the Pierce Dash Pumper/Tanker. The bill was for $1,300.00 less our $500 deductible. It is not included in the 
Maintenance account as yet, but there should be another $700 going back into that account. 
 
The board inquired about Acct. # 9060 – Bounced Check Fees. Ms. Nicotra stated that it was for a bounced check 
but most Taxpayers pay the $25.00 fee for the bounced check and usually there is only one in a year since changing 
over to credit cards. 
 
The board discussed the transfer of the Reserve for Obsolescence to use that money to zero out the budget. At this 
point in time, the records reflect a Net Income of ($7,083.37). Ms. Nicotra stated that she has to still reconcile year-
end expenses. She informed the board that the number reflected on the report will definitely change due to bills still 
coming in, tax sales etc. This number is only a snapshot through today. The taxes that have been reported reflect 
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94% of collections on Fire Taxes and that is good. We are doing very well with our expenses other than 
Maintenance, which is up. The board informed Ms. Nicotra to report in the Annual Report to the best of her 
knowledge a number at that point in time. 
 
Mr. DeBernado motioned to authorize the Treasurer to remove the funds from Reserve for Obsolescence in order to 
balance the budget to bring the budget to zero. Mr. Johnson seconded the motion. With no further discussion, all in 
favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (3-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes 
 
Mr. Johnson motioned to accept the Treasurer’s Report for June as presented and Mr. DeBernardo seconded the 
motion. With no further discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (3-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT 
The Chief’s report was presented for June 2014. The board discussed the following points of interest: 
 
The workshop is to be held on July 30th at CCRI from 9 a.m. to 12 noon to review the new legislation requirements. 
 
The Chief discussed that they will be setting up another meeting before the July 30th meeting for the Beach Fire 
Districts that don’t have fire trucks. Chief Stanley has been very impressed with Rosemary Gallogly. She gave a 
good report and understood where we are coming from. It has been discussed that they may utilize a tier system 
based on the amount of money each district spends. He discussed that there would be no way we could certify the 
tax rolls (30) thirty days before the annual meeting. When discussing with the State auditor, he continues to say that 
this is the law. As requested, the Chief sent in three (3) to five (5) years worth of audits, annual reports and many 
other materials. He has not heard back from them in reference to the things he sent. We should be all set to still have 
our current Auditor for this year; it just has to be done (5) five months after the close of our year. This new law does 
not go into effect until 2016. We won’t know anything further until July 30th. 
 
The Insurance Services Office (ISO) met with the Chief. If anything, we will be down from a Class 4. Chief gave 
much credit to Mr. Bader’s Inspection work.  The Chief provided his Annual Reports as well as Mr. Bader’s reports. 
We get reviewed every four (4) years. A classification of 4 is the “best class” you can be in. Mark Shelley, the Field 
Representative will get back to us regarding our final ISO rating. Chief Stanley believes we should have a good 
rating, as we have new test records on hydrants and with Mr. Bader’s Inspections, we are anticipating a rating of 4 
or lower. 
 
Chief Stanley talked to our Attorney after the situation at Shabbats Mill for a possible lawsuit due to the conditions. 
What occurred were multiple box alarms coming into the facility. The building is currently being maintained by a 
private company and owned by a company in Cumberland. They claim they do a walk through one time per month. 
The fire alarm panel was jammed and was coming in from Zone 7, but nothing was found. Richmond Police were 
going back into the building to check for vandalism and the Chief was going to meet them. When inside, he noticed 
the ceiling was all ripped down. He thought maybe a sprinkler head was leaking so he checked on it and found 
nothing but rotted wood. At that time the floor then gave out and the Chief fell 8’ to 10’ down. There had to have 
been water leaking to have the floor joints in those conditions. The Chief lost his light and his radio. Luckily, he did 
have his cell phone and was able to call for assistance. The Chief went through the floor in a hole approximately 4’ x 
6’ wide. He fell and laid in muck. Our attorney is looking into a claim with the property management, as the 
building is an endangerment and hazard to firemen. It is hard to believe they actively do a monthly walkthrough 
with conditions such as this. Chief Stanley went to the South County Hospital where doctors performed stress tests 
and performed a MRI on him. 
 
Chairman, David Holt signed the Tower Lease agreement with Verizon this evening. 
 
Mr. DeBernardo motioned to accept the Chief’s Report for June 2014 and Mr. Johnson seconded the motion. With 
no further discussion from the Chief’s report, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Incoming: 

1. Letter addressed to Chief Stanley, Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District, from Mr. Mark J. Shelley, Senior 
field Representative, ISO Community Hazard Mitigation ISO-Commercial Property, regarding Apparatus 
Sheet 2014.docx; 2014 Outreach.docx. 

2. Letter addressed to Fire District Personnel, from Ms. Kimberly Prasinos, Productivity Project Director, 
State of RI and Providence Plantations, expressing concern with regard to the new legislation which 
extends the requirements of the Fiscal Stability Act to ire districts and adds additional reporting 
requirements for fire districts. 

3.  Meeting Minutes, Rockville Mill Complex, dated June 26, 2014. 
4. Attendance Roster for Rockville Mill Meeting. 
5. Memorandum of Tower Lease Agreement between Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District and Cellco 

Partnership, a Delaware general partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless. 
6. Tower Lease Agreement between Hope Valley/Wyoming Fire District and Cellco Partnership, a Delaware 

general partnership, d/b/a Verizon Wireless. 
 

Outgoing: 
1. Letter addressed to Hopkinton Building Inspector, from Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope 

Valley/Wyoming Fire District, regarding Safety conditions at the Old Stone Mill Apartment Complex in 
Rockville. 

2.  Special Report addressed to the Board of Directors, from Mr. Frederick A. Stanley, Chief, Hope 
Valley/Wyoming Fire District, regarding Fire District Legislation. 
 

PUBLIC FORUM 
Some of the board members indicated that they felt there was a lack of communication in reference to the recent 
passing of Captain Dumsar’s brother. It was discussed that it happened suddenly and the details were sent out in an 
email to each member. 
  
ADJOURN 
A motion was made to adjourn at 7:58 p.m. by Mr. Johnson and seconded by Mr. DeBernardo. With no further 
discussion, all in favor, all aye, motion passed unanimously (4-0). 
 
Mr. Holt-yes; Mr. DeBernardo-yes; Ms. Ure-yes; Mr. Johnson-yes 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Julie Kelley 
District Clerk 


