
 
EAST PROVIDENCE PREVENTION COALITION 

February 11, 2013 
6:00 p.m.- City Hall Room 306 

 
In Attendance: 
Katie Saraiva    Jennifer Wall 
Courtney Lacerda   Ajit Thapa 
Scott Rose    Laura Levine 
Elmer Pina    Thomas Aguiar 
John Andrews    Doug Borden  
Kevin Tavares    
 

1. Introductory Remarks: Katie Saraiva 
a) Call Meeting to Order: 6:04pm 
b) Announcements-  

• Katie Saraiva-  acquired a new job, supervising for the first time. 
• Elmer Pina- Annual black history celebration on Wednesday night, in city hall.  

 
2. Secretary’s Report: Courtney Lacerda 

a) Sign In Sheet 
• Passed around and all were asked to correct anything that was incorrect. 

b) Approval of December’s Minutes (vote) 
• Courtney asked everyone to look at the December minutes. Elmer motioned to 

accept the December Minutes as presented.  Sgt. Andrews seconded.  All were 
in favor.  Motion passed.    

 
      3.  Treasurer’s Report: Scott Rose 

a) Review of Expenses 
• Grants are being spent out as voted on by board.  Regular expenses include 

salary and supplies.   
b) DFC Grant 2013 (Jen) & future funding discussion (Elmer) 

• DRUG FREE COMMUNITY. Jen said we need to hire a grant writer and the 
EPPC had budgeted $2,000 to do so.  Jen contacted other DFC grant writers 
from other organization; however no one was interested. Jen also mentioned that 
our data is 6 years old, data from 2007. Rhode Island Survey Works. In order to 
apply, we would need updated data.  Katie said that Jen and the EPPC has put a 
lot of effort into pursuing this grant. We always relied on DICE and we do not 
have this now. Scott said is it expensive to hire a grant writer. Elmer added, the 
we are currently looking to meet as a subcommittee, to further discuss the EPPC 
finances.  Jen will email all those interested to set up a date and time.  He also 
added there are no grants out there. And Jen has been looking for them.  Katie 
asked if anyone wanted to share anything? Jen said we will only be getting 
funding from the RISAPA grant and maybe the legislative grant next year and 
the rest will be taken from the donation account.    

 
4.  Programmatics: - Jennifer Wall 

                    a) MVP Programmatic Update 
• Jen said MVP is running at EPHS and is going really well. Working with 

Basketball, Cheerleading, and Track.  She is working with approximately 200 
students.  We have 2 more weeks. We will analyze data after it is done.  
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                    b) Educational Assemblies at EPHS 
• Distracted Driving Assembly- junior class- Jen is working closely with Shani 

Wallace. The earlier distracted driving assembly went really well. Doug was 
commended for a wonderful job and speaking presentation.  It was a great hit 
and the Attorney General also through so as well.  It was a powerful 
collaboration with EPHS. Jen said she wanted to bring something similar to the 
Juniors. She is not sure whether it is going to be as big of a hit as the last one but 
that it was worth pursuing.  It will happen sometime in April and Jen will send 
email to everyone to notify them prior to.  
 

• Drunk Driving Assemblies- junior & senior classes- will occur prior to prom 
time at EPHS and Jen will give presentations.   

 
                    c) Waddington PTA Safety Day- Ajit Thapa 

• Discussed the outcomes of the Waddington PTA meeting, safety day event. 
Event would consist of several topics including but not limited to: bike safety, 
fire safety, car seat safety.  Anyone interested in participating on a sub-
committee to plan the event can contact Jen.  She will get out info to everyone.   

 
                    d) Post Prom/Graduation Party- Ajit Thapa & Jennifer Wall 

• Discussed the outcome of the last PTSA Meeting.   
 

• Survey Results: We found out that 26 students want to attend the Post Prom 
Party, 45 said they would attend the Post Graduation Party and the other 50 said 
they would attend either party. 44 students stated that they would not attend 
either of the parties.  Recommendations to the PTSA- Based on the findings of 
the data collected, it is suggested that a Post Graduation Party be further 
explored. Furthermore, having the Post Graduation Party at a multi-faceted 
place.   
 

• There will be a Sub-committee meeting to further discuss the post graduation 
party on February 12 @ 6:30pm in Room A City Hall 
 

• PTSA and EPPC boards will make final decisions on which direction to go. Car 
accidents are more likely to happen Post Prom and Post Graduation.  Post 
Graduation party ends at 6am and will start at 10pm.  Last year we had very few 
students attend the post prom party, approximately 120.   Even though survey 
suggested that the trampoline park was of interest, the administration at EPHS is 
not backing it due to numerous injuries.  Elmer asked if they would have to sign 
a waiver and Doug said yes. 

 
• Tom said that the data isn’t always reliable but he was in support of a post prom 

party. Doug said this is the best class he has had in a long time and they are very 
good students.  He also discussed the danger of youth getting into clubs in 
Providence after the prom/graduation.  He spoke of some of his students getting 
into the clubs recently without ID’s.  If we do not do anything, students may end 
up going to the clubs. Katie said Tom and Doug both had valid points. She also 
added we are trying to give kids a good time.  Jen said if we end up doing a Post 
Prom Party, that less students would attend  since it is happening in Newport. 
Doug agreed with Jen. 
 

       e) Alcohol Compliance Checks/APS Survey 
• Jen said we supplied the data to the State and we are working with the EPPD. 

Tom asked if we have spent any money on the compliance checks.  Jen said as 
of yet, we have not but that it would be listed on future budget reports.   
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                      f) Annual Egg Hunt 
• Jen said Egg hunt is getting better each and every year. It has doubled in size 

every year.  
 

• Logistics: March 23, 2013 with a rain date of March 30, 2013. 
 

• Volunteers: Desperately in need of board members to participate.  A trustworthy 
adult from the board is needed to collect money at 6 different stations.  We will 
have student volunteers form EPHS. The time we most need volunteers is from 
9-12.  Jen asked everyone to fill out an Egg Hunt Volunteer Form. 
 

• Sub-committee fundraising meeting following this board meeting: We will be 
discussing the Egg Hunt.  
 

                    g) Permanent Prescription Drug Disposal Vessel 
• Jen said instead of doing the take back event only 2 times a year,  that it is now 

legal to put a permanent collection box in police stations and to then incinerate 
whatever is collected. Barrington does this and our Chief has agreed to look into it 
further.  How to fund this hasn’t been discussed yet.  Courtney said it is a good 
idea. Sgt Andrews said it might not happen anytime soon.  
 

        h) Marijuana Legalization Legislative Briefing 
• People are trying to legalize Marijuana for recreational use. The Ocean State 

Alliance is holding a legislative briefing on February 26th at 3:15pm in the state 
room at the state house.  All are welcomed to attend.    

  
5.    Other: - Katie Saraiva 

      a) Nominating Committee Report- Elmer, Tom & Laura-  
• Elmer said it was hard to find someone to fill the secretary position.  They 

reached out to a few individuals.  Elmer motioned to have Ajit take notes during 
the meeting, to take the task off of the vice president’s plate.  Tom seconded.  All 
were in favor.  Motion passed.  
 

      b) New Business 
• Doug said that the Special Olympics were holding a Polar Plunge fundraiser on 

March 10th, at Goddard Park in Warwick. Anyone interested in sponsoring him 
was encouraged to do so  

• Tom mentioned that on March 21st the EP Police department was offering a 
Citizens Police Academy.  It will meet every week for 12 weeks. Tom is the 
Coordinator for this program.   

 
      6.  Closing Remarks: Katie Saraiva 

a) Next Meeting 
 March 18, 2013 

b) Motion to Adjourn 
• Doug motioned to adjourn the meeting and Tom seconded it. All were in favor. 

Motion passed and meeting was adjourned at 7:03pm.  
 


