
 
EAST PROVIDENCE PREVENTION COALITION 

April 15, 2013  
6:00 p.m.- City Hall Room 306 

 
In Attendance: 
Katie Saraiva   Officer Tom Aguiar 
Jennifer Wall   Catherine Legault  
Courtney Lacerda  Ajit Thapa 
Sgt. John Andrews  Laura Levine  
  

1. Introductory Remarks: Katie Saraiva 
a) Call Meeting to Order: at 6:04pm 
b) Announcements: None 

 
2. Secretary’s Report: Courtney Lacerda 

a) Sign In Sheet: Passed it around.   
b) Approval of March’s Minutes (vote): Not enough people for quorum. We cannot vote. Table 

this vote until April meeting. 
 
      3.  Treasurer’s Report: Courtney Lacerda 

a) Review of Expenses 
• Grants are being spent out as voted on by board.  Regular expenses include salary 

and supplies.  No vote needed.   
b) Recap Finance Meeting and Discussion About Funding Research- Jennifer Wall 

• Asked to go through the Funding Report. The report is only the beginning of this 
process. The report mentions the funds, the selection process and other categories. 
Katie asked if anyone knows anything about other funding opportunities to let Jen or 
her know.   CDBG we have applied for $17,500, some of what will cover Executive 
Directors salary (1/4).  Seat belt safety grant. RFP will come out next week. Grant 
has to be used by September 2013.  Tom inquired about blue cross and blue shield 
for funding? Do they still have a Blue angel grant?  Jen said she will look that up. 
Nineteen foundations were looked at on this report.  Jen said we will reconvene in a 
sub-committee finance meeting to brainstorm and discuss scope of work and 
timelines. Some of the grants we have to be nominated for and we have to build a 
relationship with the funder.  We will be setting up an appointment with Kolbe 
Dennis to discuss Project Night Vision.  Will occur in next few weeks.  A dialogue 
between the Executive Director and former EPPC employee Kathryn Tavares took 
place via email.  She brought up some good points: What are we willing to invest? 
Are we willing to pay for foundation directories? Monthly fees are involved.  It was 
recommended that start looking into the current funding sources that were suggested 
in the report.  Start there.  At a later time, we will look into the budget and see if we 
have the funds available.  The funding report will be emailed to everyone.   

 
c) Fundraising Sub-Committee Report- Courtney Lacerda 

• Egg Hunt Cancellation- Due to the winds and cold the egg hunt was cancelled.  The 
fundraising sub-committee discussed doing the egg hunt on a different day or 
looking to organize an event in May.  Decided to do an event in May.   

• Family Fun Day Event- Katie has a contact who might be able to donate or get a 
reduction on the cost of an inflatable obstacle course.   

• Sub-Committee fundraising meeting following Board Meeting. 
 
 

1 
 



2 
 

 
4.  Programmatics: - Jennifer Wall 

                    a) MVP Programmatic Update 
• Meeting with EPHS, YMCA and Women’s Resource Center went well. Jen said 

Shani Wallace is highly involved with Coalition. Said we need some stipends to 
keep the volunteer facilitators so that we can have them come back next year. 

 
• Community Development Block Grant.  May 7, 2013 is the City Council Meeting, 

where the CDBG grant will be discussed.  It starts at 7:30pm in the City Council 
Chambers.  The EPPC CDBG grant will have 2 speakers, Ben Vega, a former DICE 
member and senior athlete at EPHS and Shani Wallace the Vice Principal of EPHS. 
Tom said that an athlete as a speaker would be effective.  The deadline for the 
CDBG grant was extended.  Jen said that it is difficult to find specific data for teen 
dating violence at EPHS.  Therefore, state data was used.   
 

b) Update on Waddington PTA Safety Day- Ajit Thapa & Tom Aguiar 
• The proposed date is May 11, 2013, from 10-1pm at Waddington Elementary 

School.  Tom said he will be checking car seats and that Andy was going to do a 
bike safety station however he is unable to make it so they are looking for someone 
else to do it.  A planning meeting on Thursday will take place.  Jen will be inquiring 
if it can be done for the general population as well as Waddington students.  Tom 
inquired about bringing in a physical education teacher to discuss sports safety and 
concussions.  
 
 

                    c) Update on Post Graduation Party- Katie Saraiva, John Andrews, Doug Borden 
• Katie recapped what happened at the last meeting.  She said that there were 2 people 

that came forward to chair the event, however neither of them were from either the 
EPPC or EPHS PTSA. A discussion about where the party would take place was 
also an issue.  After the meeting a few email’s went out and it was decided that there 
would not be a Post Graduation Party this year but there was interest in holding one 
next year.   
 

• Reaching Out to Junior Class Advisors- Jennifer Wall.  Jen said she emailed vice 
principal to find out who the junior advisors are and to establish a relationship with 
them now in order to discuss location for Senior Prom for next year in advance.  It 
should be closer to East Providence.   

 
 

                     d) Prescription Drug Take Back Day 
• Is on April 27, 2013 from 10-2pm at EP Police Station.   
• Volunteers are needed.   Katie and Courtney both said they can be there for the 

whole time.  Anyone else interested should contact Jen via email.   
 

       e) E-Cigarettes House & Senate Bill 
• RI Tobacco Control Network as well as many other local and state organization are 

again this bill.  There are many loop holes in it, which favor the tobacco industry.  
This bill began in the Senate and is moving onto the House.  This bill makes it 
illegal for minors to purchase E-Cigarettes.  A meeting with Representative Helio 
Melo is trying to be set-up prior to the bill being heard in the House committee.  
Several attempts have been made but no contact has been established as of yet.   
 

                      f) Educational Assembles at EPHS 
• Recapped Distracted Driving Assembly.  IT wasn’t only focused on texting and 

driving.  It included other topics like drunk driving, eating in the car, playing with 
the radio, sleeping, etc.  Jen stated that students were semi engaged.  

 
● Drunk Driving Assemblies- Juniors April 23, 2013 and Seniors May 30, 2013.  Next 

Tuesday, Jen will be speaking to the Juniors.  Part of a video is shown.  Jen 
mentioned that we should have something go out to all parents of Seniors at the high 
school to notify them about safety around prom and graduation time.   
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5.    Other: - Katie Saraiva 

      a) EPPC May Board Meeting 
● A discussion took place and it was decided to change the May board meeting date 

from May 20th to May 13th so it would take place prior to Family Fun Day.   
 

                     b) EPPC Annual Meeting 
● Proposed Date: June 17, 2013.  Fees for a custodian at the Senior Center cost 

approximately $200 last year.  Katie asked if we could do it in a different place other 
than city hall. The Board discussed a possible location, awards, invitations, food,  
and the nominating committee.  Tom will look into the Senior Center allowing us to 
use the space for free or at a reduced cost since the custodian would already be on 
duty.  Discussed honoring and inviting: the EP Police Cadets, Navigant Bank, the 
Crescent Park Carousel Commission and the Police department.  A formal list will 
be put together and presented at the next board meeting.  Discussed doing a potluck 
or desserts/coffee.  Jen suggested that the pasta dinner that we did last year, was a lot 
of work.   

 
        6.  Closing Remarks: Katie Saraiva 

a) Next Meeting 
• May 13, 2013  
• Adjourned meeting at 7:11 pm.  
 


