
 
EAST PROVIDENCE PREVENTION COALITION 

May 13, 2013 Agenda   
6:00 p.m.- City Hall Room 306 

 
Attendance: 
Katie Saraiva   Laura Levine 
Courtney Lacerda  Officer Tom Aguiar 
Jennifer Wall   Catherine Legault 
Scott Rose   Elmer Pina 
Sgt. John Andrews 
 

1. Introductory Remarks: Katie Saraiva 
a) Call Meeting to Order- 6:08p.m 

 
b) Announcements 

• EPHS Townie Rock-n-Bowl-A-Thon- fundraiser for restoration of EP 
High School gymnasium, June 2 (Sunday). 
 

• Son of SPF Grant- second grant in the SPF grant series.  There were 17 
state applicants and there will be 17 awards.  Good chances of RI 
receiving one.  Elmer asked if it is competitive.  Jen stated based on data 
is how it would be awarded.  Unsure of timeline but will keep board 
updated.   

 
2. Secretary’s Report: Courtney Lacerda 

a) Sign In Sheet- passed around.   
 

b) Approval of March’s Minutes- reviewed minutes.  Elmer moved to accept the 
March Minutes as is.  Katie seconded.  All were in favor.  None opposed.  
Motion passed.   

 
c) Approval of April’s Minutes- reviewed minutes.  Elmer moved to accept the 

April Minutes as is.  Katie seconded.  All were in favor.  None opposed.  Motion 
passed. 

 
d) Membership Discussion- discussion about board membership for Chris Gasbarro 

and Nick Pfeiler.  Board agreed to follow by-laws and send them a letter asking 
them to respond by Annual meeting about whether or not they want to stay on as 
voting members.  There absence at board meetings are affecting quorum.  Inquire 
about them staying involved as non-voting member.   

 
 
      3.  Treasurer’s Report: Scott Rose 

a) Review of Expenses 
• Grants are being spent out as voted on by board.  Regular expenses 

include salary and supplies.  No vote needed.  
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b) Annual meeting and some family fun day expenses are coming out of the 
RISAPA grant, which will then be spent out.  We have funded alcohol compliance 
checks out of EUDL Enforcement Grant and funding is being set aside to implement 
the Alcohol Purchase Survey as requested by the state.  All other grants have been 
spent out accordingly. 
 
c) Recap Finance Meeting – Katie- CarMax grant focuses on healthy lifestyles.  
Katie will follow up in person and request to speak with representative since no one 
is currently responding to Jen by phone.  The Harry Chapman Foundation will be 
applied to for $5,000.  The CSX Foundation focuses on promoting wellness.  Katie 
suggested research on larger epidemic’s such as childhood obesity be pursued.  
Suggested that the EPPC have a meeting over the summer to see what specific area, 
programming and amount we would apply for.  Suggested amount to apply for is 
$20,000.  Cigna Foundation will be applied to.  We will apply for $5,000 to purchase 
the permanent prescription drug take back vessel and do outreach to senior citizens.  
The Verizon Foundation will be applied to for $10,000 and would fund the Mentors 
In Violence Prevention Program.  Deadline for grant is June 7th.  Office on Highway 
Safety Grant is not a good fit for the EPPC at this time.  The EPPC will not pursue 
this grant because on the specifics of the grant requirements.  EPPC doesn’t have the 
capacity to implement this grant in such a short funding cycle.  The money would 
need to be used by 9/30/13 and programming wouldn’t start until 7/1/13.  Also 
difficult to reach the number of citizens that they are expecting.  Grant focused on 
males aged 18-24 years old.  
   
d) Family Fun Day Fundraiser Update 

• May 18, 2013 11-3pm  Crescent Park Carousel 
 

• Need Volunteers- to assist.  Asked board members to ask family and 
friend.     

 
• Sub-Committee Meeting following Board Meeting. 

 
4.  Programmatics: - Jennifer Wall 

                    a) MVP Programmatic Update 
• Community Development Block Grant- Vice Principal Shani Wallace 

and two students spoke at the CDBG meeting.  The budget which was 
submitted by David Bachrach, suggested that the EPPC receive $10,500, 
even though we applied for $17,500.  All budgets were cut.  Things look 
promising.   
 

                    b) Waddington PTA Safety Day- Tom Aguiar & Jennifer Wall 
• Recap last planning meeting and decisions made- not happening on 

5/11/13 as proposed.  Planning end didn’t go so well.  The date was not 
pitched to whole PTA.   
 

• Discussion of last Waddington PTA meeting- The PTA thought it was 
too short of notice to execute the event properly.  Tom suggested that the 
pasta dinner may have taken the wind out of their sails.  A discussion 
about holding a Safety Day event in conjunction with the PTA’s ice 
cream social took place.  The ice cream social is well attended and has a 
captive audience.  Participants could go through Safety Day stations and 
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then receive an ice cream social as a reward.  This event happens in 
September.   

 
                     c) Prescription Drug Take Back Day- Ajit, Scott, Courtney, Katie, Doug 

•  Outcome- 7 boxes of prescription drugs were collected.  There were no 
lulls in terms of attendance.  Scott suggested to add info about 
prescriptions for animals also accepted at event.  Jen stated that the FDA 
does the wording for advertising.  They are very specific.  Scott reported 
that people were apprehensive to bring in liquid prescriptions.  Maybe 
we are being too general and should be more specific.   
 

                      d) E-Cigarettes House & Senate Bill Recap 
• Meeting with Representative Helio Melo- a meeting with Providence 

Mayor’s Council, EPPC, Representative Melo, the RI Department of 
Health and the RI Tobacco Control Network took place.  Rep. Melo 
stated he wanted to prevent minors from purchasing E-Cigarettes and had 
no idea there were all these loop holes in the legislation.  He said he 
wouldn’t push the current proposed bill anymore and was interested in 
creating a new bill.  Suggested that maybe we wait until the fall or winter 
session, until the FDA puts out more information on effects of E-
Cigarettes.  He is also interested in creating a bill to cover all emerging 
tobacco products so that a new bill doesn’t have to be created as each 
new product comes out.  It would cover vapor, smoke, dissolvables, etc.  
The EPPC thanked Rep. Melo for meeting with everyone.   
 

• Article by Herb Weiss of the Pawtucket Times- great article published.  
Read it for more details. 

 
 

e) Responsible Beverage Service Training 
• Rescheduled to May 29, 2013- due to lack of attendance at original 

training.  RBS trainer Steve Mutter suggested offering it at the end of 
May, before people start applying for summer jobs.   
 

f) Alcohol Compliance Checks Update- Jennifer Wall & Sgt. John Andrews 
• Municipal Court Hearings & Outcomes- 5 liquor stores out of nine 

provided alcohol to a minor.  Six out of the nine offenses were a first 
offense.  One was a second offense.  One was a third offense.  All 
plead guilty except for the Comedy Connection for they haven’t been 
heard as of yet in municipal court.  Judge penalized each offender 
individually. 
 

• Briefing of Alcohol Licensing Board Recap- briefing for alcohol hearing 
board went well.  There were no questions. 

 
• Upcoming Show Cause Hearings 
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5.    Other: - Katie Saraiva 
      a) June Annual Meeting 

● Proposed Date: June 17, 2013.  Accepted by board.   
 

● Discussion about location, awards, invitations, food, nominating 
committee- location was discussed and Tom said the Senior Center will 
allow us the space at no cost.  Jen suggested it would be easier to do 
coffee/dessert instead of dinner.  Lack of capacity.  Everyone agreed.  
There were some new suggestions for Community Partner awards.  Sgt. 
Andrews asked to add Lt. Nebus and Sgt. Grant for continuously 
stepping up to do alcohol compliance checks.  Elmer suggested to add 
Senator Daniel Daponte for giving us a legislative grant.  In regards to 
the nominating committee, Elmer suggested that he is willing to serve on 
it again this year and asked for additional volunteers.  Will communicate 
via phone and email.  Tome, Laura and Catherine volunteered.   

 
b) Meeting with Project Night Vision 

• Recap meeting with Kobi Dennis- Jennifer Wall- Jen met with Kolbi 
Dennis.  Project Night Vision currently operates on no funding.  Only 
donations and volunteers.  They aren’t a 501C3 but are a non-profit.  He is 
willing to provide us with all his info and even some volunteers if we plan to 
pursue this type of program in the future.  Could be a nice collaboration and 
maybe Google funding could be used.  Laura stated she has some patients 
who volunteer with Project Night Vision and really enjoy participating with 
it.  Will have a conversation over the summer about pursing this.   
 

c) New Business? 
 
 
        6.  Closing Remarks: Katie Saraiva 

a) Annual Meeting 
• June 17, 2013 @ the EP Senior Center at 6pm 

 
b) Motion to Adjourn- Courtney motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:07pm.  Tom 

seconded.  All were in favor.  No one was opposed.  Motion passed.   


