
 
EAST PROVIDENCE PREVENTION COALITION 

Monday, December 1, 2008 
6:00 p.m. – 7:15p.m.   Room A 

 

Recorded By: Catherine Moriello Flatts, Assistant to the Executive Director 
 
In Attendance:  
Patrice Cavanaugh 
Paul White 
Laura Levine 
Thomas Aguiar 
Robin Burgess 
Mark Gee 

William Nebus 
Linda McCarthy 
Elmer Pina 
Brianna Butterworth 
Steven DiLorenzo 
Paul Rodrigues 

Tracey Raposo 
Nicholas Pfeiler 

CCCatherine Moriello Flatts 
Jennifer Wall           
Sgt. Andrews 
Karen Friend 

 
1. Introductory Remarks: Patrice Cavanaugh, Chairwoman 

a) Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 

b) Welcoming & introductions 
i. Welcome Karen Friend from PIRE, our SPF technical assistance 

provider who is here tonight to observe our meeting.  She will 
give a brief presentation later on.  

  
c) Birthday’s recognized: Patrice Cavanaugh, Laura Levine, and Angela 

Lovegrove.   
 

d) Announcements: 
i. The City of East Providence’s Inauguration of the City Council 

and School Committee is taking place tonight at 7pm in the City 
Council Chambers.  We will try to end our meeting by 7:15pm so 
anyone interested can attend.   

 
 

2. Cultural Competency Challenge: Tracey Raposo, EPPC Educational 
Outreach  

a) Patrice Cavanaugh in lead. 
 

b) Two questions on holidays and one question on food were presented. 
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3. Secretary’s Report: Laura Levine, Secretary of Board  
a) Sign-in sheet circulated. 

 
b) EPPC Binder  

i. All current EPPC Board Members have a binder.  If you need to 
refer back to any documents from last month, please do so.  
Otherwise, all of tonight documents have been filed in 
December.   
 

c) Review & approval of September’s & October’s minutes  
i. September minutes reviewed. 

ii. Motion to accept September minutes made by Elmer Pina and 
seconded by Paul White. 

iii. Motion accepted. 
iv. October minutes reviewed. 
v. Motion to accept September minutes made by Elmer Pina and 

seconded by Paul Rodrigues. 
vi. Motion accepted. 

 
d) EPPC monthly prevention newsletter 

i. In an effort to better inform our constituents we have reformatted 
our monthly newsletter.   The now two page document will 
include EPPC updates, local, state and national news relevant to 
prevention. 

 
e) Newspaper article 

i. RISAPA Article on Curbing Teen Drinking. 
ii. Publicity of the 35 task forces getting together to provide better 

prevention efforts utilizing an environmental approach.   
 

f) EPPC Months-At-A-Glance 
i. EPPC calendars for both November and December. 

 
g) CODAC award 

i. The EPPC received the Angela P. Regine Community 
Partnership award from CODAC East Bay on Tuesday Nov. 18th 
at Linden Place in Bristol. 

ii. Laura Levine and Jennifer Wall accepted the award on behalf of 
the EPPC.   

 
 

h) Interest forms  
i. Please fill out the interest form in your silver folder and return to 

Catherine by the end of meeting. 
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4. Treasurer’s Report: Catherine Moriello Flatts, Assistant to the 
Executive Director  

a) Update on 2008-2009 budget process 
i. In response to Board requests a new format was created for the 

budget.   
ii. All funding sources are present along with the month’s expenses, 

year to date expenses and the total budget for each funding 
source. 

iii. Motion to accept the new format made by Linda McCarthy and 
seconded by Paul Rodrigues. 

iv. Motion accepted. 
 

b) Approval of September, October and November’s expenditures 
i. Review of all expenditures.  

ii. Motion to accept September, October, and November’s expenses 
made by Robin Burgess and seconded by Paul Rodrigues. 

iii. Motion accepted. 
 

c) RI Foundation & Legislative Grant update 
i. Waiting on letter from RI Foundation to be received the first 

week of December. 
ii. $2,500 to be received for Senator Paul Maura’s office. 

 
5. Old Business  

a) PIRE presentation: Karen Friend, PhD. Principal Investigator 
i. PIRE: Provides the technical assistance to the EPPC through its 

resource center.   The resource center provides training and 
technical assistance to 14 sub-recipient communities receiving 
funding under the RI Strategic Prevention Framework State 
Incentive Grant (SPF -SIG).  The overall goals of the SPF-SIG 
are to prevent the onset and reduce the progression of substance 
abuse and substance-abuse related problems in the communities 
and build prevention capacity and infrastructure at the State and 
community levels. 

ii. PIRE will be assisting the EPPC in bringing together key 
stakeholder to advance policy initiatives in EP. 

 
b) Approval of tabled motions: Patrice Cavanaugh, Chairwoman 

i. Organizational chart revisions. 
ii. Motion made by Paul White to accept organizational chart was 

seconded by Laura Levine. 
iii. Motion accepted. 
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c) Update on Compliance Coordinator: Jennifer Wall, Executive Director 
EPPC 

i. Second candidate was contacted regarding job offer. 
ii. Offer will be made. 

iii. Potentially starting in next two weeks. 
 

d) Violence Prevention update & approval: Catherine Moriello Flatts, 
Assistant to the Executive Director 

i. Meeting with schools to outline needs. 
ii. Meeting with Project PAVE to outline scope of work. 

iii. Creating Memorandum of Agreement for Project PAVE. 
iv. Programmatic outline will be available in January. 

 
e) Recap holiday food drive: Brianna Butterworth, President of DICE & 

Elmer Pina, Affirmative Action Officer for City of EP 
i. DICE collected 30 bags of food through its outreach to the 

streets campaign. 
ii. DICE, DICE mentors, and Youth Coordinators assisted in the 

sorting and filling of 196 bags of food that were distributed 
through the Affirmative Action office to 98 families in East 
Providence. 

iii. Elmer Pina thanked DICE for there tremendous contribution.   
Elmer also thanked the Fire, Police, City, Schools, and Boy 
Scouts for the food and gift certificates donated this year. 

 
f)  Recap Portuguese Sensitivity Training: Catherine Moriello Flatts, 

Assistant to the Executive Director 
i. Thank you to EPPC Board Members Mark Gee, Paul White, 

Linda McCarthy, Angela Lovegrove, and Robin Burgess who 
attended. 

ii. Successful event that was well received by various individuals 
in the public and private sectors. 

 
g) SPF media campaign update: Jennifer Wall, Executive Director 

i. East Providence leased the F.A.C.E ad on social access with 8 
other communities in RI as advised by the EPPC and partners.   

ii. The ad targets 25-54 year olds; running on Cox communication 
channels in Nov, Dec. and Jan. and again in April, May & June. 

 
h) DICE update & recruitment: Nick Pfeiler, DICE Youth Co-coordinator 

i. 50 youth attended Halloween party. 15 were new recruits.  20 new 
youth have been added to the DICE roster with 6 to 7 new members 
attending each meeting. 
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i) Life of An Athlete conference & funding:  Jennifer Wall, Executive 
Director 

i. East Providence’s team consisted of Paul Amaral who is the 
EPHS Head of Athletic Department, Patricia Almquist EPHS 
Guidance Counselor, Sandy Gorham EPHS Head Football 
Coach, two EPHS youth athletes, Jessica Lopes EPPC 
Community Outreach, and Jennifer Wall EPPC Executive 
Director. 

ii. Presentation by John Underwood was structured, concise and 
well received by EP representatives. 

iii. After presentation Jennifer followed up with Title V funder to 
receive approval to allocate funding toward this program.  Tier I 
and possibly Tier II to be implemented this year. 
 

j) Thanksgiving football game: Tracey Raposo, Educational Outreach 
i. Introduced “Townie” mascot at Homecoming football game. 

The “Townie” while representing the spirit of EP athletics wears 
a “Townies putting the brakes on underage drinking” sweatshirt 
and passes out information to youth regarding access to alcohol 
and prevention information. 

ii. EPPC present along with “Townie” at Thanksgiving Day game. 
 

6. New Business  
a) Holiday festivities/Mocktail: Tracey Raposo, Educational Outreach 

i. December 12th, 5-8pm, City Hall the EPPC will be using 
DICES’s winning non-alcoholic mocktail to interact with those 
coming to the tree lighting event. 

ii. An EPPC Mocktail recipe booklet will be available at the event.  
 

b) DICE upcoming events: Brianna Butterworth, President of DICE 
i. DICE will be participating in MADD candlelight vigil, adopting 

a family of four for Christmas, having their annual holiday 
party, and be present at the tree lighting to present the Red 
Ribbon Rush Mocktail. 

 
c) DICE advisory board:  Nick Pfeiler, DICE Youth Co-coordinator 

i. Advisory board is made up of former DICE members and 
current mentors to assist in the vision and mission of DICE. 

ii. There will be a representative from the DICE advisory board on 
the EPPC board and an EPPC board member on the DICE 
advisory board to maintain the flow of information from each 
board. 

iii. The advisory board will meet the in the first weeks of January.  
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d) Reward & Reminder Campaign: Catherine Moriello Flatts, Assistant to 
the Executive Director 

i. Reward & Reminder is an outreach program to the 78 current 
license holders in EP. 

ii. Information and support have been sent to license holders. 
iii. Business cards thanking business for carding customers are 

available at EPPC office.  Please hand out to offer positive 
reinforcement for business owners. 

 
e) Communities That Care survey: Jennifer Wall, Executive Director 

i. State funding of the SALT survey, which establishes 30 day use 
patterns for youth among other data, has been eliminated. 

ii. Use, abuse and prevention data is necessary for current and 
future funding at the EPPC. 

iii. Jennifer contacted Assistant Superintendent of EP schools and 
received approval to offer a prevention/use based survey to all 
EPHS students. 

iv. Next steps include approval by RI Dept of Education and 
administering survey.   

v. Once survey is complete the EPPC will supply the results to 
public or non-profit agencies in EP who requests data. 

   
7. Coalition Development:  Patrice Cavanaugh, Chairwoman 

a) EPPC Board of Directors membership & vote 
i. A Board development calendar is located in the front of your 

binder.   
ii. Letters have been sent to non-active board members.  Phone 

calls have been made to same non-active board members. 
iii. Discussion and debate around removal of board members. 
iv. Motion to remove non-active board members made by Mark 

Gee and seconded by Paul White. 
v. Motion approved. 

 
b) Fidelity Trainings recap: Jennifer Wall, Executive Director 

i. Patrice and Jen attended the Board and Staff Relationships 
Fidelity Workshop on Nov. 19th.   

ii. Once all the trainings have been attended the EPPC Board 
decided to hold a special meeting scheduled in January to 
discuss things learned at the trainings and how we could apply 
some of it.  

iii. Liz Hamel and Jessica Lopes are scheduled to attend the 
Succession and Strategic Planning on Dec. 11th from 8-10:30am 
at Fidelity.   
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c) January board development: Patrice Cavanaugh, Chairwoman 
i. Waiting on results of URI board survey.   

ii. Will discuss setting up a by-laws sub-committee to review the 
changes made last year and to address any gaps.  Sub-committee 
would meet in between Jan and Feb. meeting.  Contact 
Catherine if interested in participating. 
 

d) Announcement: Robin Burgess, East Bay Center 
i. Robin and Linda McCarthy will no longer be with the East Bay 

Center as of the end of December.  They continue to look 
forward to participation in the EPPC Board. 

 
     9.  Closing Remarks: Patrice Cavanaugh, Chairwoman 

a) Next meeting 
i. January 26, 2009, 6:00pm, Room 306 

 
b) Closing remarks 

i. The inauguration of the new City Council and School Committee 
members is taking place in the Council Chambers we encourage 
you to attend. 

 
c) Meeting adjourned. 

 


