
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL-SCHOOL COMMITTEE LIAISON COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 24, 2015. 

The meeting convened at 1:00 p.m. in the Newport Public Library. 

Committee members present:  

COUNCIL:  Naomi Neville, Co-chair, and Lyn Ceglie 
                     Absent: John Florez 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE:  JoEva Gaines, Co-chair; Kathy Silvia, and Sandra Flowers 
 

Budget Expectations. 
 
Co-chair Gaines reported the projected shortfall in the School Budget currently remains at $1.2 

million.  She said various steps are being reviewed to address the gap and discussions are taking 
place with the Attorney General’s Office regarding the matter. She also noted that the first meeting of 
the Council and School Committee regarding the School Department’s FY16 budget was scheduled 
for March 4, 2015. 

 
Facilities and Potential Shared Services 
     

Co-Chair Neville said she was surprised to read in the newspaper that the School Committee 
had been in discussion with Portsmouth to share IT services, which has been declined by Portsmouth, 
because there was also discussion between the City and Schools on sharing IT services.  Co-Chair 
Gaines responded that all avenues had to be explored, and she believed that Portsmouth might be the 
only school district on Aquidneck Island using the same system as Newport.  After calling the 
Superintendent of Schools, she reported that no further discussions had yet taken place between the 
City and Schools.  It was agreed that City-School sharing of IT services be placed on the agenda 
for the March meeting. 
 
 Co-Chair Gaines asked the status of roof repairs at Rogers High School, noting that more 
leaks are appearing.  Co-Chair Neville said she would get back to the committee on the status, and on 
getting out a request for proposals. 
 
 Councilor Ceglie reported that sources of revenue were being sought for a playground at 
Thompson Middle School.  Co-chair Neville said she would ask Scott Wheeler, Grounds Supervisor 
for the City, for ideas and proposals. 
 
4.         Public Relations 

 
Co-chair Gaines announced that the first meeting of the NSC Public Relations Sub-committee 

was scheduled to be held at 4:00 p.m. on March 2nd at the School Administration Building.  
Councilor Ceglie suggested that the principals of each school be invited to future meetings of the sub-
committee. 

Councilor Ceglie again suggested School Dept. put information on Engage Newport.  She said 
there had been a lack of publicity on the Martin Luther King Day ceremony at Rogers High School, 
as well as the play the high school had staged. 

 
 



Co-Chair Gaines said settlements of the School Department agreements with both NEA and 
AFSCME were close. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:31 p.m. 
 

NEXT MEETING:   March 17, 2015, at 1:00 p.m., Newport Public Library. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Kathy Silvia 
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