
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
PROVIDENCE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Thursday, August 8, 2013 
444 Westminster Street, Providence, RI  02903 

 
 
The Providence Redevelopment Agency (PRA) met in regular session at the Office of the 
Agency at 444 Westminster Street, Providence, Rhode Island on Thursday, August 8, 2013 at 
4:03p.m. 
 
The meeting was called to order.  Roll call was conducted.  Present:  Vice Chair Cliff Wood, 
Julius Kolawole, Councilman Nicholas Narducci and Councilman Bryan Principe 
 
Absent at time of roll call:Chairman James DeRentis, Jesse Kenner and Yahaira Placencia 
 
Others in attendance:   Donald Gralnek, Executive Director; April Wolf, Secretary; Darcy 
Charleson, Recording Secretary;Sean Creegan, City of Providence Law Department; Nate 
Worth, intern – City of Providence; Jon Restivo and Zach Darrow, Darrow Everett; Steve 
Durkee, Cornish Associates 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Councilman Narducci made a motion to approve the June 13, 2013 minutes which was seconded 
by Councilman Principe.  The motion passed unanimously and the minutes were approved as 
submitted.  Councilman Principe made a motion to approve the July 18, 2013 minutes which was 
seconded by Councilman Narducci.  The motion passed unanimously and the minutes were 
approved as submitted. 
 
BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Don Gralnekpresented the following invoices.  
 
Item 4: Darrow Everett– legal $7,047.50 
 
Item 5:Moses Afonso – legal $246.00 
 
Item 6:Cherenzia-Tourister $3,350.00 
 
Item 7:  Andolfo Appraisals $3,000.00 
 
Item 8: Information Only – Ward 10 account – Mr Gralnek advised the Board that this account id 
funded in the amount of $30,000 per year by ProvPort.  The current balance as of August 1, 2013 
$3,200.   
 
4:06 Yahaira Placencia arrived. 
 



Item 9:  Information Only – Mr. Gralnek briefly discussed the lead consultant reimbursement 
 
Item 10:  Information Only- AON Umicore status 
 
Item 11:  Cavanaugh Landscaping $6,500.00 monthly maintenance fee   
 
Item 12:  Law offices of John M. Boehnert – legal services $7,050.00 
 
Item 13:  Jonathan Lax – title search $372.75 
 
Item 14:  The City of Providence Community Development office – requesting approval from 
PRA to commit $198,000 in City of Providence Home Funds for homebuyer assistance for 4 
properties. 
Councilman Narducci raised the questions: What are the PRA’s responsibilities and liabilities in 
making this administrative action to approve the request and based on the fact that the Home 
funds are frozen, how could the Board approve to pay?  Councilman Narducci stated he will not 
be supporting this request.  Discussion ensued and a request was made that Caitlin Furmeire 
[Director of Community Development] be present to discuss at the next meeting to provide more 
information. Mr. Gralnek asked the board to approve with conditions.  Councilman Principe 
concurred with Councilman Narducci and expressed concern with the uncertainty of the 
availability of funds and stated that, until clarification is provided, it would be prudent to 
continue the matter. 
Mr. Gralnek suggested withdrawing the item from the agenda. 
Councilman Narducci made a motion to withdraw item #14 from the agenda and continue the 
matter.  Julius Kolawole seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilman Principe made a motion to pay the bills as presented and discussed,  
Yahaira Placencia seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Item 15:Information Only – Loutitt Site - Mr. Gralnek and the City Solicitor’s office were 
meeting with DEM to discuss remediation.  There is interest from Urban Greens [depending on 
the remediation needs]. 
 
Item 16:  433 Prairie/Public – Councilman Aponte is working with Sean Creegan regarding the 
“walking bus” proposal.  The plan is to develop a safe walking path from the school to the 
library.  Currently the discussions include facilitating ownership of the property and details 
involving maintenance and other issues.  The funds for acquisition will come from Ward 10 and 
other sources.  Discussion continued regarding a tax lien acquisition. 
 
Item 17:  Information Only – Mashpaug Commons- Mr. Gralnek reviewed the history of the site 
and indicated that the lessee has an obligation to buy the property for a nominal fee. 
 



Item 18:  Information Only – 1007 Broad Street – Mr. Gralnek advised that there have been 
changes in the status of purchase/lease of the property.  Attorney Boehnert is working to close 
the transaction.  Further information will be reported as it becomes available. 
 
Item 19: Information Only- Bomes Theater was purchased by PRA through condemnation.  
Police discovered use of the property for illicit behavior and the problems are being addressed.  
Due to the historic status of the property, processes are taking longer to complete.  The building 
needs millions of dollars to repair.  Discussions with PPS regarding restoration and other 
proposals are taking place.  Once some determinations have been made, Mr. Gralnek will advise 
next steps.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Item 26: Authorize the Executive Director to acquire or accept the tax title to the real property 
located at 433 Prairie Street, or, in the alternative, vote to authorize the Executive Director to 
acquire or accept the real property located at 433 Prairie Street for the purpose of redevelopment 
and blight abatement. Discussion ensued and it was decided to add language to include 
(Councilman Aponte) Ward 10 to pay off tax title holder. 
 
Cliff Wood made a motion to approve the motion as written with the added supplement.  Julius 
Kolawole seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Resolution 2013-15 was 
adopted. 
 
Item 25: Authorize the Executive Director to acquire the tax title and/or accept title for the 
property and improvements located at 79 Marshall Street for the purpose of Redevelopment and 
blight abatement.  The Nuisance Task Force has been discussing [79 Marshall Street] possible 
uses for the site.  The abutting property owners have expressed an interest in purchasing and 
dividing the property. Demolition needs to happen.  The abutting land owners have also stated 
they will pay PRA for demolition.  The benefit, as stated by Mr. Creegan, will be that the City 
law department will be able to handle the legalities of the owner walking away from the property 
and all that entails.  Mr. Creegan advised that once in housing court, it is unknown whether the 
owner will sign off or not.  In order to receive the property, the buyers will have to purchase at 
the cost PRA paid, which will be a small real estate transaction.  Mr. Gralnek added that due to 
the nature of the abandoned houses the city has, PRA should talk to the city about a regular 
process to take and move properties to attract other capital into the marketplace.  
 
Councilman Principe made a motion to approve the motion as presented.  Yahaira Placencia 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  Resolution 2013-16 was adopted. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 42-46-5(A) The Chairman asked for a Roll Call vote to enter into 
Executive session 
 
Councilman Narducci made a motion to seal the minutes of the Executive Session which was 
seconded by Julius Kolawole.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 



Yahaira Placencia made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Councilman Narducci.  The meeting 
ended at 5:45p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


