
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
PROVIDENCE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Thursday, September 13, 2012 
444 Westminster Street, Providence, RI  02903 

 
 
The Providence Redevelopment Agency (PRA) met in regular session at the Office of the 
Agency at 444 Westminster Street, Providence, Rhode Island on Thursday, September 13, 2012 
at 4:07 p.m. 
 
The meeting was called to order.  Roll call was conducted.  Present:  Chairman James DeRentis, 
Yahaira Placencia, Councilman Bryan Principe, Jesse Kenner and Julius Kolawale  
 
Absent at time of roll call: Cliff Wood and Councilman Nicholas Narducci 
 
Others in attendance:   April Wolf, Director of Real Estate; Darcy Charleson, Recording 
Secretary; Robert Azar, Acting Director of Planning and Development; Sergio Spaziano, Legal 
Liaison; City of Providence Law Department  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Yahaira Placencia made a motion to approve the August 9, 2012 
minutes which was seconded by Councilman Principe.  The motion passed unanimously and 
minutes were approved as submitted. 
 
BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS:   
 
April Wolf gave an overview of the following invoices and correspondence.  
  
Item 4: Law Offices of John Boehnert – legal bill for general issues- request to approve bill and 
authorize payment from professional services line item of the Planning & Development General 
Fund. 
 
Item 5: Cavanaugh Landscape Design – standard lot maintenance bill- request to authorize 
payment from the PRA Revolving Fund. 
 
Item 6: Peter M. Scotti & Associates – Appraisals for 600 Broad Street and 1007 Broad Street – 
request to approve bill and authorize payment from the PRA Revolving Fund. 
 
Item 7:  RI Department of Environmental Management – past due invoice for RIPDES permit 
[former American Tourister property].  Request to authorize payment from the PRA Revolving 
Fund. 
 
Item 8:  Schechtman, Halperin Savage, LLP – legal bill regarding Gorham site/Performance 
Bond.  Sergio Spaziano gave a brief history of the legal history and current status of the claim. 
Mr. Spaziano advised the attorney that the PRA be notified of any further activity regarding this 



case.  Mr. Spaziano recommended that this bill be paid at this time.  Request to authorize 
payment from the PRA Revolving Fund. 
 
Item 9:  Citizen’s Bank – SWAP payments- Umicore Bond Fund 
 
Yahaira Placencia made a motion to pay the bills as presented and discussed, Bryan Principe 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mr. Spaziano revisited discussion regarding Item 8 and stressed the importance of proper 
documentation as it relates to pursuing any legal claim.   Discussion ensued regarding the 
challenges that the agency faces due to lack of staff and the possibility of hiring additional staff.   
Mr. DeRentis stated that the first priority should be clarifying the Agency’s financial situation 
through the proposed the audit.  The board was advised the proposal from Braver was received 
for the fiscal audit.  Some clarification and negotiation will take place.  Mr. DeRentis also noted 
that staff will be procuring a second quote for the audit from another firm. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 42-46-5(A) Bryan Principe made a motion to go into Executive 
Session which was seconded by Yahaira Placencia.  The Chairman asked for a Roll Call vote, 
and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
REGULAR MEETING – Reconvened at 4:59 p.m. 
 
Yahaira Placencia made a motion to seal the minutes of the Executive Session which was 
seconded by Jesse Kenner.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
 
Item 14:  Ratification of short term lease agreement relative to 23 Charlotte Hope Street, 
Plat 27 Lot 286.  Ms. Wolf advised the board of the status of the use of property formerly leased 
by Capco Steel.  The Agency, through the Chairman, has entered into an agreement with 
Webster Bank for a 2 month period to conduct an on-site auction of equipment.  All appropriate 
insurance and indemnification documents are in place.  Councilman Principe made a motion to 
approve and was seconded by Jesse Kenner.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution 
2012-15 was adopted. 
 
Item 15:  Resolution authorizing the sale of 39 Transit Street, Plat 16 Lot 629 Samos 
Investment Group has offered $90,000 for the property; all standard PRA provisions to be 
included in the agreement. The lot is to be merged with the adjacent property at 47 Transit Street.  
Yahaira Placencia made a motion to approve, seconded by Julius Kolawole.  The motion passed 
unanimously and Resolution 2012-16 was adopted. 
 
Item 16:  Resolution regarding contracting for legal services 
The Mayor’s Office and Law Department have requested that the agency appoint the law firm of 
Darrow Everett LLP to be counsel of record for the PRA.  The board was asked to authorize Mr. 
DeRentis and Mr. Azar to enter into negotiation of terms with Darrow Everett LLP.  Councilman 



Principe questioned the process and expressed concern regarding the change from the current 
Agency counsel, the advisability of negotiations with just one firm and the importance of 
obtaining competitive bids.  Discussion ensued and after much dialogue, a motion was made by 
Jesse Kenner to accept proposals from the both DarrowEverett, LLP and the current Agency 
counsel, The Law Offices of John M. Boehnert, and to enter into cost negotiations with both 
parties.  The motion was seconded by Julius Kolawole.  Motion passed unanimously.  Resolution 
2012-17 was adopted. 
 
With no further business, Julius Kolawole moved to adjourn, which was seconded by Yahaira 
Placencia.  The motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 5:23 p.m.   
 
 
 
  


