
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
PROVIDENCE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

Thursday, September 11, 2008 
400 Westminster Street, Providence, RI  02903 

 
The Providence Redevelopment Agency (PRA) met in regular session at the Office of the 
Agency at 400 Westminster Street, Providence, Rhode Island on Thursday, September 
11, 2008 at 4:05 p.m. 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order.  Present were:  Henry Kates, Chairman; Leslie 
Gardner, Vice Chairwoman, Jim DeRentis, Councilman Luis Aponte and Councilman 
Leon Tejada 
. 
Absent at time of roll call:  Robert Montecalvo and Julius Kolawole 
 
Others present:  Thomas E. Deller, Executive Director; Michael Lepore, Assistant 
Director of Real Estate; William Smitherman, Legal Counsel and Marcia Brown, 
Recording Secretary 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Gardner made the motion and seconded by Mr. DeRentis to approve the July 2008 
minutes as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Cleanscape Report – This is the monthly status report of the lot cleanup.  No action 
needed. 
 
ProvPort Report – Mr. Deller reported that ProvPort submitted their 4th quarter report and 
there are no issues or concern.   
 
ProvPort Memo - Mr. Deller noted Page 9 of the package which is a reconciliation of 
profit sharing payment due to the City with documentation attached.  Mr. Deller asked 
that the members review this document report back at the October meeting. 
 
REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Foreclosures – Mr. Deller reported that as of August 31, 2008 we have close to 2000 
foreclosures in the city.   Tax records are up to date through April 2008.  Preliminary 
survey was done of abandoned properties and 950 residential buildings were identified as 
vacant.  Properties are being sold quickly.  Real estate agents are actively promoting and 
selling property for a substantial discount.  Most big banks i.e. Lasalle, US Bank, Wells 
Fargo and Deustche Bank including nonprofits and government entities have the right to 
request donation or substantially discounted purchase.  We are trying to analyze where 



properties are located and what makes sense for us and should we make a request which 
should take a few weeks. 
 
Economic Development Plan – Mr. Deller explained that the City never had an 
economic development plan.  The department filed, with the U.S. EDA, a request for a 
$50,000 grant to create the plan.  The grant was received and a firm was hired to begin 
the process and will meet with the agency.     
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution Authorizing the Chairman and the Executive Director to renegotiate the terms 
under the purchase and sale agreement for the sale and development of Parcel 12 and 
execute an amendment to the agreement – Mr. Deller reported that there was a request 
that the purchase and sale agreement be revised to include requirements for maintenance, 
requirements for filing with capital center commission in a reasonable timeframe and 
discussion on taxes.  All of these items were incorporated by the attorney.   
 
After discussion, it was duly moved by Councilman Aponte and seconded by 
Councilman Tejada to deny the amendment.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Resolution Authorizing the use of home funds for a 20 percent downpayment assistance 
program for the sale of the existing inventory of owner occupied housing held by 
community development corporations – Mr. Deller reported that we are having trouble 
selling affordable new housing units built by various nonprofits.  We are proposing to 
allocate a 20 percent closing cost assessment grant.  A profit sharing provision would be 
put against the property whereby when the house is sold; we would get 50 percent of the 
profit the difference between what they paid and what they sold it up to the amount of the 
original grant.  The funds would come from the HOME funds.  After discussion it was 
duly moved by Ms. Gardner and seconded by Mr. DeRentis that the agency approve this 
resolution as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-30 
was adopted. 
 
Resolution Authorizing the transfer of the Elmwood Foundation Rehabilitation Loan 
Program portfolio into the Providence Housing Trust – Mr. Deller is asking that the 
agency ratify the action in the take over of the housing rehab loan program from 
Elmwood Foundation.  After discussion it was duly moved by Councilman Aponte and 
seconded by Mr. DeRentis.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-31 
was adopted. 
 
Rescission of designation of developer and designation of developer 315 Oxford Street -  
Councilman Aponte explained that the Delgado’s of Carolina Restaurant were designated 
and never executed and were given ample time.  The adjacent property owner has been 
maintaining this lot and needs it for parking for tenants.  After discussion it was duly 
moved by Councilman Aponte and seconded by Ms. Gardner.  The motion passed 
unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-32 was adopted. 
 



Mr. Deller reported that Items 15-31 need individual votes. These properties were 
identified were on the tax sale list and have been identified as vacant properties within 
redevelopment areas. All these properties were taken off the tax sale so that we can use 
the tax title taking position to acquire these properties for redevelopment.  Partridge 
Snow and Hahn have developed a clear framework and approach so that each action is 
defensible in accordance with the law.  Mr. Marandola has conducted inspections and has 
an inspection report for each property.  Mr. Deller presented a power point presentation 
which documented the conditions on each street and the condition of the individual 
properties. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 41 Gladstone Street Plat 48 Lot 425, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI 
General Laws 44-9-1 –   Ms. Gardner made the motion and seconded by Councilman 
Aponte.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-33 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 167 Oxford Street, Plat 48 Lot 114, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Ms. Gardner.  The 
motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-34 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 72 Comstock Avenue, Plat 45 Lot 30, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Ms. Gardner.  The 
motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-35 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 72 Bellevue Avenue, Plat 44 Lot 683, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Councilman Tejada made the motion and seconded by Councilman 
Aponte.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-36 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 195 Bellevue Avenue, Plat 31 Lot 271, 
is necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1  - Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Ms. Gardner.  The 
motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-37 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 47 Ford Street, Plat 31 Lot 468, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Ms. Gardner.  The 
motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-38 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 143 Hanover Street, Plat 31 Lot 512, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Councilman Tejada made the motion and seconded by Councilman 
Aponte.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-39 was adopted. 
 



Resolution declaring that the property located at 3 Linwood Avenue, Plat 42 Lot 349, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Councilman Tejada made the motion and seconded by Councilman 
Aponte.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-40 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 188 Waverly Street Plat 42 Lot 99, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Councilman Tejada made the motion and seconded by Councilman 
Aponte.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution 2008-41 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 136 West Clifford Street Plat 23 Lot 
216, is necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI 
Gen. Law 44-9-8.1 – Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Ms. Gardner.  The 
motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-42 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 87 Bowdoin Street Plat 62 Lot 292, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Ms. Gardner.  The 
motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-43 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 105 Bowdoin Street Plat 62 Lot 289, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Councilman Aponte.  
The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-44 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 32 Putnam Street Plat 62 Lot 92, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Ms. Gardner.  The 
motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-45 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 25 Steere Avenue Plat 63 Lot 289, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 - Mr. DeRentis made the motion and seconded by Councilman Aponte.  
The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-46 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 93 Goddard Street Plat 68 Lot 411, is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Councilman Aponte made the motion and seconded by Mr. DeRentis.  
The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-47 was adopted. 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 120 Pumgansett Street, Plat 70 Lot 522 
is necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 - Councilman Aponte made the motion and seconded by Mr. DeRentis.  
The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-48 was adopted. 
 
 



 
 
 
Resolution declaring that the property located at 64 Russo Street Plat 98 Lot 448 is 
necessary for redevelopment, revitalization or municipal purposes, pursuant to RI Gen. 
Law 44-9-8.1 – Councilman Aponte made the motion and seconded by Councilman 
Tejada.  The motion passed unanimously and Resolution No. 2008-49 was adopted. 
 
Mr. Deller asked that the agency vote to enter into executive session citing RIGL 42-46-
5(a) discussion of legal issues and property acquisitions and financial issues. 
 
REGULAR MEETING - Reconvened at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Councilman Aponte made a motion to seal the records of executive session and seconded 
by Mr. DeRentis.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further action to come before the agency, the motion was made by 
Councilman Aponte and seconded by Mr. DeRentis that the meeting be adjourned.  The 
motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m 
 
 
 
 


