
UNAPPROVED 
 
There was a regular meeting of the Cumberland School Committee held on Thursday, 
September 22, 2016 at the Cumberland High School Transitional Building Cafetorium, 2602 
Mendon Road, Cumberland, Rhode Island. 
 
Members Present:  Lisa Beaulieu, Raymond Salvatore, William Dennen, Paul DiModica, 
Mark Fiorillo, Linda Teel, Earl Wood 
 
Administration Present:  Superintendent Robert Mitchell, Asst. Superintendent Antonio 
DiManna, Atty. Stephen Adams 
 
Agenda Item #1:  Chairperson Convenes Meeting 
Chairwoman Beaulieu convened the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item #2:  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Agenda Item #3:  Approval of Agenda 
Mr. Wood made a motion to approve the agenda, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved 7-0. 
 
Agenda item #4:  Student Government Report 

A. Student Activities – Freshmen first day went very well, already had picture day, 
Clipper Day was on 9/12 – lots of games and activities, first student government 
meeting was 9/20.  Upcoming events include Spirit Week 10/12 – 10/15 – classes 
are preparing for that now, homecoming game and dance at the end of the week, 
10/25 blood drive – last year CHS finished 3rd place for donations and they will be 
honored next week at Dave and Buster’s, collecting of items for the turkey baskets 
will begin right after Spirit Week. 

 
Agenda Item #5:  Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting 9/8/16 and Special Meeting 9/12/16 
B. Approval of Minutes – Executive Session 9/8/16 

Mr. DiModica made a motion to approve, 2nd Mr. Dennen, approved 7-0. 
 
Agenda Item #6:  Report Out of Executive Session Meeting 

A. Report Out of Executive Session Meeting on 9/22/2016 – 1) Student Hearing 
Decision and 2) Report Out of Executive Session Votes – Mrs. Beaulieu stated that 
with a 7-0 vote the SC members voted to uphold the Superintendent’s 
recommendation.  3) Vote to Seal Minutes of Executive Session – Mr. Wood made a 
motion to seal the minutes, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved 7-0. 

 
Agenda Item #7:  Superintendent’s Report 

A. Bi-Monthly Staff Recognition – Supt. Mitchell stated that this would be an ongoing 
part of the Superintendent’s Report – he believes when someone is doing their job 
so well and always acts in a kind way, that they should be recognized for it.  This 
months recipients are Diane Boisvert -5th grade teacher at Community – she has 
organized a run scheduled for this weekend that involves over 600 people!, 
Kimberley “Kim” Dulude – custodian at CHS – outstanding employee, always smiles 
and does whatever she is asked to do, Richard Masnyk – custodian in the 
Transitional Building – very proud of his work, takes great pride in whatever he is 
doing.  These individuals were all visited by the Superintendent and Assistant 
Superintendent and were given certificates of gratitude.  Congratulations to Diane, 
Kim and Richard!!!! 



B. Presentation – Trip Evaluation – Paris/Normandy Trip – this will be tabled until the 
next SC meeting.  Mrs. Beaulieu noted that the policy for trip evaluations might need 
to be re-evaluated regarding the presentation portion of it. 

C. Flu Vaccination Clinics Scheduled – October 11, October 20 and November 7 – Supt. 
Mitchell wanted to remind everyone about the free flu clinics – Tuesday, October 
11th 4-6:30 p.m. CHS Cafeteria, Thursday, October 20th – 4-6:30 p.m. CHS Cafeteria 
and Monday, November 7th 4-6:30 p.m. CHS Transitional Building Gymnasium. 

 
Agenda Item #8:  Reports of Standing Committees 

A. Payment of Bills – Mr. DiModica stated that there were no payments this evening. 
B. Fiscal Management Sub-Committee Update – Mr. DiModica stated that the sub-

committee did meet and they reviewed the Sodexo Report which detailed the 
construction project status, and the schools readiness for the first day of school, also 
discussed was the LED Lighting Project – which is tabled until the next meeting. 

C. Policy & Procedures Sub-Committee Update – Mr. Fiorillo stated that they did not 
meet. 

D. Achievement & Communications Sub-Committee Update – Mrs. Teel stated that the 
sub-committee met on Tuesday – Rosemary Chamant was on hand to discuss ASCD 
– Whole Child Approach – activities between the town and SC – she will present at 
the next SC meeting in hopes of support for the resolution. 

 
Agenda Item #9:  Comments from the Public 
There were no comments this evening. 
 
Agenda Item #10:  Public Hearing 

A. Reading of Policy – 1) New Policy – 1st Reading – J-25 Physical Restraint/Crisis 
Intervention – Mr. Fiorillo stated that there is currently no physical restraint policy, 
and he would like this first reading read into the record but noted that this policy 
will be voted on and discussed in two weeks.   B.  Public Comment – Mrs. Beaulieu 
opened up the public hearing at 7:47 p.m. and there were no comments so the 
hearing was closed at 7:47 p.m. 

 
Agenda Item #11:  Old Business 

A. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve Resolution – SC-PR-7-2016-10 – LED Lighting 
Installations – CHS Parking Lot & Building Exterior – Mr. DiModica stated that there 
would not be any action regarding this resolution tonight.  Mr. DiModica made a 
motion to table SC-PR-7-2016-10, 2nd Mr. Dennen, approved 7-0. 

 
Agenda Item #12:  New Business 

A. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve Overnight Student Field Trips: - 1)CHS Band-
Music in the Parks: Cleveland, OH – May 2017 – Mr. Feroce, CHS Band Director, 
stated that the students and the chaperones are very responsible – there are about 
30 – 45 students that will be going and will be performing.  Mr. Feroce noted that he 
has grown the CHS Band to about 65 students!  Mr. Salvatore made a motion to 
approve the trip, 2nd Mr. Dennen, approved 7-0.   2) Grade Eight Student Trip: 
Washington, DC – May 2017 – Dr. Masterson stated that the trip is a three day trip 
that costs less than $600 and the only change this year is that they would like to go 
to Monticello.  Mr. Salvatore made a motion to approve the Washington Trip, 2nd 
Mrs. Teel, approved 7-0.  Dr. Masterson thanked the SC members for allowing him to 
try different things during his time as Asst. Principal and Principal – two weeks ago 
he represented Rhode Island as a National Principal of the Year Representative – Mr. 
Tenreiro was National Principal of the Year last year!  Congratulations to Dr. 
Masterson! 



B. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve 2016-17 School Bus Routes – Mr. Neves from 
Durham stated that there were a few struggles – driver shortages and although they 
brought in drivers from other yards those drivers were not familiar with the runs so 
there was still a struggle.  He said there is also a lot of movement from one end of 
the town to the other, also a struggle is getting 12 buses out of Community School in 
15 minutes – this has improved a little.  Mr. Neves noted that some of the times have 
improved and Durham has offered $2,000 bonuses for drivers but noted that two 
other companies are also having the same difficulties – he said the tough part was 
getting drivers thru the R.I. testing program – it takes 3-4 weeks more than any 
other state.  Mr. Fiorillo asked if there was still a bus stop on the corner of Mendon 
and Cray and Mr. Neves said no it had to be moved to Mendon and Cushing because 
parents were using the bar parking lot.  There are issues on Bear Hill Road – parents 
are asking the bus to stop at every house – Diamond Hill Road is also a problem – 
every stop that gets added to the route is another 2-3 minutes of time.  Mr. Salvatore 
told Mr. Neves he was doing a great job and wanted to know when these issues 
would be rectified?  Mr. Neves stated that he should have a revised bus route by 
October 1st.  Mr. Neves noted another issue at Garvin with cars, parents and buses.  
Jerry Cameron, Director at Durham, stated that sometimes they get people that are 
interested in the driving positions but then when they have to take a drug test, they 
opt out.  He said that they train thru the summer and school year – they will get to 
where they need to be.  Mr. DiModica asked Mr. Neves about RIDE asking for the 
buses to be angle parked – Mr. Neves does not like the idea and does not think it will 
work – Mr. Neves said he will attend the next safety meeting to get more 
information regarding this subject.  Mr. Dennen asked if the students were being 
dropped late at school and Mr. Neves said he didn’t think so – he thought they were 
getting in right before the last bell.  Mr. Dennen also asked Mr. Neves to provide a 
report with counts for the buses and he said he would do that.  Mr. Salvatore 
thanked Mr. Neves for putting the “….Entering…” stickers on the buses.  Mrs. 
Malcolm, Principal of JJM Cumb. Hill said that two of the mini buses are arriving 
between 9:15 a.m. and 9:20 a.m. – school starts at 9:00 a.m. – she has been in 
contact with the bus company.  Mr. Fiorillo had a few comments – bus drivers need 
to know the number of the bus they are driving, there does not need to be a bus stop 
at Alaska Street – there are no children for that stop, buses should not be leaving the 
stop before the route time, he also wondered why there was not GPS on the bus to 
help the new drivers, and lastly Mr. Fiorillo felt that the $2,000 bonus is just to 
uphold the contract that Durham has with the district.  Mr. Salvatore asked Mr. 
Neves for an update on the JJM Cumb. Hill issue asap – but Mr. Neves said part of the 
problem is going from one end of the town to the other.  Mr. Dennen asked if 
Cumberland would be getting the App to track your child when they are on the bus – 
Mr. Neves said there are bugs in the app – parents chasing the bus, etc., but he did 
say that Cumberland will have it at some point but does not know when.  Mr. 
Salvatore asked if there were cameras on the bus getting license plate numbers of 
cars that go around them when their lights are on – Mr. Neves said that right now 
that is not feasible and most of the time that happens when the bus is still in the 
school yard.  Mr. Mitchell will ask Chief Desmarais if those people could be cited.   
Mrs. Beaulieu asked if Mr. Neves would bring the adjusted bus routes to the next SC 
meeting.  She said her big concern is if they make changes to the high school start 
times and have more buses on the road at one time – she thinks this could cause a 
big problem.  Mr. Neves stated that they have 22 drivers in training right now and 
will not be stopping the training this year.  He also noted that they deliver 
approximately 3,000 students per day.  Mr. Dennen made a motion to table the 
approval of the bus routes, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved 7-0. 



C. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve Home School Instruction Requests for the 2016-
2017 School Year – Asst. Supt. DiManna stated that he had two renewals and five 
new requests and with that Mr. DiModica made a motion to approve, 2nd Mrs. Teel, 
approved 7-0. 

D. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve 1st Reading of Policy: J-25 Physical 
Restraint/Crisis Intervention – No action this evening. 

E. PARCC Test Results Presentation – Asst. Supt. DiManna,and Curriculum 
Coordinators Kathy Cardoza and Deb Rude presented and explained the PARCC 
results.  They reviewed each slide and explained how the scores were determined, 
which subjects the students are tested in and what they will be doing to improve.  
Overall Cumberland scores in English Language Arts went up 6% - from 42% to 
48%-meets or exceeds proficiency, Math went up 7% to 44% - proficient.  Asst. Supt. 
DiManna and Ms. Cardoza and Ms. Rude also did a comparison with other districts 
with similar demographics – free and reduced lunches impacts the test results 
greatly – the comparison was for elementary, middle and high – also compared 
results to BVP.  All in all there were lots of gains in the district, Cumberland is 
performing well compared to similar districts.  All of the results and comparisons 
will be on the district website for review.  Some action steps that were noted were 
continuation of MAP curriculum, audit the assessment system, visit Rhode Island 
and Massachusetts schools of similar demographics that performed well and see 
what can be learned from them, do an ELL Gap Analysis for the district.  Ms. Rude 
passed out the packet with state comparisons for Math and ELA to the SC members.  
Asst. Supt. DiManna stated that they will stay focused and continue to make 
improvements – he also mentioned that they would look into Mastery Based 
Learning but that he believes it would change how the district looks at everything – 
they are looking at pilates for different grade levels-Kindergarten level – 2 Focus 
thru RIDE has Mastery Based Learning embedded-but he said they will not make 
any changes until they gather all of the information.  Mrs. Beaulieu thanked the team 
for their detailed presentation. 

 
Agenda Item #13:  Personnel Recommendations 
Supt. Mitchell requested the following recommendations: 
 
Leave of Absence 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the FMLA leave of absence of 
Sara Cohen, Special Educator at BF Norton Elementary School, with a leave date of 
September 15, 2016 and an anticipated return date of January 3, 2017. 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the FMLA leave of absence of 
Malaina Kelly, Grade 3 Teacher at Garvin Memorial School, with an anticipated leave 
date of November 20, 2016 and a return date of March 8, 2017. 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the unpaid leave of absence of 
Kayla Lewis, Kindergarten Teacher at BF Norton Elementary School, for the 2016-
2017 school year. 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the FMLA leave of absence of 
Amy Parent, Grade 2 Teacher at Garvin Memorial School, with an anticipated leave date 
of November 30, 2016 and a return date of March 9, 2017. 
 
Mr. Fiorillo made a motion to approve, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved 7-0. 
 



Appointments – Current Employees 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the appointment of Joshua 
Lima, Technology Education Educator at the Cumberland High School, effective 
8/26/2016.  (FTE: 1.0; Step 4; Lane n/a; Co-pay: 20%). 
 
Mr. Dennen made a motion to approve, 2nd Mr. Fiorillo, approved 7-0. 
 
 
Appointments – New Employees 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the appointment of Stephanie 
Borges, Grade 3 Teacher at BF Norton Elementary School, effective 9/19/2016.  (FTE: 
1.0; Step 1; Lane n/a; Co-pay: 20%). 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the appointment of Danielle 
Fonseca, Classroom Paraprofessional -- STRIVE Program at BF Norton Elementary 
School, effective 9/26/2016.  (FTE: 1.0; Co-pay: 13%). 
 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the appointment of Edwidge 
Victor, Spanish Educator at North Cumberland Middle School, effective 9/19/2016.  
(FTE: 0.5; Step 10; Lane n/a; Co-pay: 20%). 
 
Mr. Fiorillo made a motion to approve, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved 7-0. 
 
Agenda Item #14:  School Committee Comments (School Liaison Reports) 
There were no comments this evening. 
 
Agenda Item #15:  Vote to go into Executive Session for Discussion on Items Referred to in 
R.I.G.L. 42-46-5 
There is no Executive Session this evening. 
 
Agenda Item #16:  Adjournment 
Mr. Fiorillo made a motion to adjourn, 2nd Mr. Dennen, approved 7-0. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 
 
Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Linda A. Jackvony 
 
 


