
APPROVED-4.28.16 
 
There was a regular meeting of the Cumberland School Committee held on Thursday, April 14, 
2016 at the Cumberland High School Transitional Building Cafetorium, 2602 Mendon Road, 
Cumberland, Rhode Island. 
 
Members Present:  Lisa Beaulieu, Raymond Salvatore, William Dennen, Paul DiModica.                 
Craig Duffy, Mark Fiorillo and Linda Teel were absent. 
 
Administration Present:  Superintendent Robert Mitchell, Asst. Superintendent                           
Antonio DiManna, Atty. Stephen Adams 
 
Agenda Item #1:  Chairperson Convenes Meeting 
Chairwoman Beaulieu convened the meeting to order at 7:37 p.m. 
 
Agenda Item #2:  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Agenda Item #3:  Approval of Agenda 
Mr. DiModica made a motion to approve the agenda, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved  
4-0. 
 
Agenda Item #4:  Consent Agenda 

A. Approval of Minutes – 1) School Committee/Town Council Pre-Budget Meeting 3/23/16, 
2) Regular Meeting 3/24/16, 3) Special Meeting-Budget 3/28/16 

B. Approval of Minutes – Executive Session 3/24/16 and 3/28/16 
C. Enrollment Report 4/1/16 
D. School Police Report 3/1/16 
E. Residency/Truancy Report 4/1/16 

Mr. DiModica made a motion to approve the consent agenda, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved 4-0. 
 
Agenda Item #5:  Report Out of Executive Session Meeting 

A. Report Out of Executive Session Meeting on 4/14/16 – 1) Report Out of Executive 
Session Votes – Mrs. Beaulieu noted that there were no votes taken.  2) Vote to Seal 
Minutes of Executive Session –Mr. Dennen made a motion to seal the minutes, 2nd Mr. 
Salvatore, approved 4-0. 

 
Agenda Item #6:  Superintendent’s Report 

A. Student Recognition – Oliver Doyle – Photography Workshop – Oliver is a 17-year-old 
CHS student that recently went to a workshop for photography in Armenia!  A National 
Geographic photographer was conducting this workshop and Oliver knew he just had to 
attend!  He traveled in Armenia with a translator and took over 2,100 pictures.  He 
showed the SC a presentation that included 46 of his pictures that were very beautiful!  
Oliver said the people were very welcoming when he knocked at their door and asked if 
he could take some pictures – some even gave him gifts!  Oliver would go back to the 
hotel at night and edit his pictures and finally go to bed around 2 a.m.  Some of Oliver’s 
work will be displayed at the Sprout Gallery in Providence next week!  Good job Oliver!!  
Superintendent Mitchell also wanted to mention that the CHS Clef Singers were winners 



at the Orlando Music Festival – Congratulations!!! – Supt. Mitchell would love to have 
the Clef Singers come and sing at a SC meeting before the end of the school year! 

 
Agenda Item #7:  Chairperson’s Report 

A. School/Town Collaboration – Mrs. Beaulieu stated that she had no report this evening. 
 
Agenda Item #8:  Reports of Standing Committees 

A. Payment of Bills – Mr. DiModica made a motion for the payment of invoices in the 
amount of $1,358,699.70, 2nd Mr. Dennen, approved 4-0. 

B. Fiscal Management Sub-Committee Update – Mr. DiModica stated that the sub-
committee did meet and discussed girls hockey funding – he is hoping to convince the 
entire SC to help out, also discussed was the Alpha Best Contract – this will be going out 
for bid and Mr. DiModica noted that it was not because they are unhappy with Alpha 
Best, they just feel it would be fair to have the business go out for bid.  Also, the lighting 
and irrigation for behind B.F. Norton was tabled.  Sodexo gave their monthly report for 
school lunches and it was a good report – several families have been paying their bills so 
the amount of delinquent accounts have gone down! 

C. Policy & Procedures Sub-Committee Update – Mr. Dennen stated that the sub-
committee met on Tuesday and discussed J-2 Student Attendance– they made a minor 
change to it, and J-24 Service Animals in School.  Also discussed was the need to bring 
back an old policy regarding CPI. 

D. Achievement & Communications Sub-Committee Update – Mrs. Beaulieu stated that the 
sub-committee did not meet but will either at the end of April or beginning of May. 

E. Budget Task Force Update – Mrs. Beaulieu noted that she and Mr. Schiavone are playing 
telephone tag but will hopefully set something up in the future. 

 
Agenda Item #9:  Comments from the Public 
There were no comments at this time. 
 
Agenda Item #10: Public Hearing 

A. Reading of Policies – 1) Amended Policy – J-2 Student Attendance and 2) New Policy – lst 
Reading – J-24 Service Animals in Schools – Mrs. Beaulieu opened up the public hearing 
at 8:02 p.m. and it was closed at 8:03 p.m. with no comments. 

 
Agenda Item #11:  New Business 

A. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve Amended Policy:  1) J-2 Student/Attendance – Mr. 
Dennen made a motion to approve the amended policy J-2, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, Mr. 
DiModica asked what happens when the student turns 18 years old?  Supt. Mitchell said 
there is a document that the students can sign which allows their parent to get 
information from the school still.  The motion was approved 3-1, Mr. DiModica in the 
negative. 

B. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve New Policy – lst Reading – J-24 Service Animals in 
Schools – Mr. Dennen stated that this policy has been tabled – no action this evening. 

C. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve Resolution SC-R-2016-05:  School Bus Legislation 
Revisions – Mrs. Beaulieu read the resolution out loud and then Mr. DiModica made a 
motion to approve it, 2nd Mr. Dennen, Mr. DiModica thanked Rep. McLaughlin for filing 
the bill, motion approved 4-0. 



D. Discussion and/or Vote to Approve Revised 2015-2016 School Calendar – Supt. Mitchell 
noted that this update would show the last day of school on June 17th.  Mr. Dennen 
made a motion to approve the revised school calendar, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, Mr. DiModica 
asked if graduation was still on June 9th and Supt. Mitchell said that it was, motion was 
approved 4-0. 

E. Discussion and/or Vote to Provide Electric for Lighting and Irrigation for the New Park 
behind B.F. Norton Elementary School – Mr. DiModica stated that there was no 
resolution for this request – brought to us by the town, he went on to say that he 
forwarded some questions to the town but has not received any answers back yet and 
so for this reason it was tabled in the finance sub-committee meeting.  No action taken 
this evening. 

 
Agenda Item #12:  Personnel Recommendations 
Mrs. Fogell had the following personnel recommendations: 
Retirements 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the retirement of Camille Fazah, 
Maintenance at Cumberland High School, effective April 1, 2016, after 19 years of service. 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the retirement of Monique 
Saunders, Paraprofessional at B.F. Norton Elementary School, effective June 30, 2016, after 16 
years of service. 
 
Mr. DiModica made a motion to approve the retirements, 2nd Mr. Dennen, approved 4-0. 
 
Leaves 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the FMLA Leave of Kayla Lewis, 
Kindergarten Teacher at BF Norton Elementary School, with an anticipated leave date of May 
17, 2016 through the remainder of the school year. 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the FMLA Leave of Nora 
Swartwout, School Psychologist at North Cumberland Middle School, with an anticipated leave 
date of May 23, 2016 through the remainder of the school year. 
 
Mr. DiModica made a motion to approve the leaves, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved 4-0. 
 
Appointments 
 
I request the advice and consent of the School Committee on the appointment of Stephen 
Gorman, PE/APE/Health Teacher at North Cumberland Middle School, effective 03/21/2016.  
(FTE  0.7; Step 1; Lane:  n/a; Co-pay: 22%). 
 
Mr. Dennen made a motion to approve the appointment, 2nd Mr. DiModica, approved 4-0. 
 
Agenda Item #13:  School Committee Comments (School Liaison Reports) 
Mr. DiModica wanted to thank the Boys Hockey Team for a wonderful banquet. 
 



Agenda Item #14:  Vote to go into Executive Session for Discussion on Items Referred to in 
R.I.G.L. 42-46-5 
Mrs. Beaulieu stated that there was no Executive Session this evening. 
 
Agenda Item #15:  Adjournment 
Mr. Dennen made a motion to adjourn, 2nd Mr. Salvatore, approved  
4-0. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
Meeting minutes respectfully submitted by Linda A. Jackvony 
 
 
 


