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A special meeting of the Cumberland School Committee was held on Wednesday,                
September 30, 2015 at 6:30PM at the Cumberland High School Transitional Building 
Cafetorium, 2602 Mendon Road, Cumberland, R.I.  
 
Call to order by: Lisa Beaulieu, chairperson 
Time: 
Committee present: 
 
 
Admin present: 

6:39pm 
Lisa Beaulieu, William Dennen, Paul DiModica, Craig Duffy,               
Mark Fiorillo, Ray Salvatore, Linda Teel  
 
Robert Mitchell, Assistant Superintendent 
Steve Adams, legal counsel for the committee 

 
 
Pledge of Allegiance  
Chairperson Beaulieu led the committee and attendees in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Agenda  
Motion to Approve the Special Meeting Agenda (see below) made by Mrs. Teel; Second Mr. 
Salvatore. Motion approved 7-0. 
 
Report Out of Executive Session Meeting  
A. Report Out of Executive Session Meeting on 9/30/2015  
1) Report Out of Executive Session Votes  
Mrs. Beaulieu said that no votes were taken at the Executive Session Meeting on 9/30/2015. 
 
2) Vote to Seal Minutes of Executive Session 
Motion to seal the minutes of executive session on 9/30/2015 made by Mrs. Teel; Second by 
Mr. Duffy. Motion approved 7-0. 
 
Mrs. Beaulieu asked if there were any comments from the public. There were none. 
 
Discussion and/or Vote to Approve Superintendent's Employment Contract  
Mrs. Beaulieu confirmed that all committee members had received a copy of the contract prior 
to the meeting. She noted that the contract appoints Robert Mitchell as Superintendent of 
Schools, that it commences on October 19, 2015, and it is a 3-year contract.  
 
Motion to approve the contract made by Mr. Fiorillo; Second by Mr. Duffy.  
Motion approved 7-0. 
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Discussion and/ or Vote to Appoint Superintendent of Schools  
Mrs. Beaulieu noted that this is an exciting day for the district. She added that the school 
committee indicated support for Mr. Mitchell at its last meeting and wanted to move forward 
with his appointment as Superintendent sooner rather than later. She said that the committee 
has complete confidence and faith in Mr. Mitchell. Mr. Salvatore expressed support for Mr. 
Mitchell to lead the school district, saying that he was the “perfect candidate” for the position.  
 
Motion made to appoint Robert Mitchell as Superintendent of Schools made by Mr. Fiorillo; 
Seconded by all members: Mr. Salvatore, Mr. Dennen, Mr. Duffy, Mr. DiModica, and Mrs. 
Teel. Motion passed 7-0, by roll call vote. 
 
Mr. Mitchell thanked the committee and Dr. Thornton for his leadership. He said he expects a 
smooth transition. Mr. Mitchell spoke about his vision for the district and his focus on 
collaboration, relationships, and strategic planning. He also said that he would focus on 
“getting the right people to become teachers, developing all teachers into highly effective 
instructors and, ensuring that the system is able to deliver the best possible instruction for every 
child." 

 
Mr. Mitchell’s full remarks are appended to these minutes. 
 
 
Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn made by Mr. Fiorillo, second by Mr. DiModica. Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:52 pm. 
 
 
  

        
        
              ____________________________________ 

William J Dennen, Clerk 
Cumberland School Committee 

 
 
 
 
  



Cumberland Public Schools 
Office of the School Committee 

2602 Mendon Road, Cumberland, RI 02864 
401/658-1600 Fax. No. 401/658-4620 

Lisa A. Beaulieu, Chairperson Paul DiModica  
Raymond Salvatore, Vice Chairperson Craig Duffy 
William J. Dennen, Clerk Mark Fiorillo 
 Linda G. Teel 
 
Remarks by Mr. Robert Mitchell upon being appointed Superintendent of Schools 
I am honored to have the opportunity to be the superintendent of the Cumberland school department. I 
understand the tremendous responsibility associated with being the superintendent of schools. I have 
high expectations for myself and everyone connected to the Cumberland school system. I have always 
felt a tremendous responsibility to improve the quality of teaching and learning as a leader and you can 
expect that will continue. I promise you that we will hold one another accountable to improving the 
quality of teaching and learning in our district. 
 
I want to thank Dr. Thornton for the strong foundation that he has established here. He is the most 
supportive leader that I have worked with in my 32 years in education. He has put together a strong, 
incredibly talented, highly qualified, and like-minded team that will continue to improve the quality of 
teaching and learning in the district. We wish him well in his new role. 
 
I want to reassure everyone that the good work happening here will continue. The positive energy and 
momentum we have created will continue. Since Dr. Thornton and I have worked so closely together 
there will be a seamless transition. 
 
There is more collaboration happening in this district than ever before. We want our decision-making 
about what is best for students and staff to be a democratic process based on research and best 
practice.  
 
It is clear to me that the best organizations have the best relationships. It is all about relationships. We 
will always treat one another with dignity and respect. We want everyone to feel supported and valued 
as we do this challenging work together. 
 
There will be a singleness of purpose in our work such as the 1 to 1 initiative, Thinking Maps, and 
SRSD. I believe that it is better to focus on a few things and do them well than to try and do too much. 
 
I plan to be highly visible in the community (games, school events, etc.). I want to meet with students on 
a regular basis. I want the students in this district to know who their superintendent is. 
 
I would like to share my vision for where we are headed as a district. In the coming months and years, 
we will focus on strategic planning that incorporates research and best practices from the best school 
systems in this country and from around the world. 
  
To that end, we will focus on: 

1. getting the right people to become teachers,  
2. developing all teachers into highly effective instructors and,  
3. ensuring that the system is able to deliver the best possible instruction for every child. 

 
We will always be mindful of our responsibility to be efficient with taxpayer money when it comes to 
managing our finances. We will continue to pay close attention to maintaining our buildings and 
grounds, but at the end of the day, it is all about the teacher in the classroom, the adult in the room 
working with our students, all day and every day. 
 
Thank you once again for this opportunity. I am very grateful. 


	____________________________________

