
 

 

Meeting Minutes   
Tuesday, February 7 and Thursday February 9, 2012 

Central Falls School District Board of Trustees 
6:30 p.m. and 6 20 PM Respectively 

Central Falls High School – Library 
  
 

I. Call to Order and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order by chair Anna 
Cano Morales. Roll call: present were BK Nordan, Cheryl Lafond, Anna Cano 
Morales, Sonia Rodrigues, and Stephanie Gonzalez.  Absent excused was Ana 
Cecilia Rosado.  

II. Pledge 
III. There was no call for Executive Session at this time. 
IV. There was no call for Executive Session at this time. 
V. Recognition 

David Alba honored with the Wollatt Distinguished Paper Award co-
authoring the work on school safety and first responders. 
Gina Dufresne and the Robertson varsity and junior varsity chess teams were 
honored for winning a recent round of matches over Highlander School with 
seven wins and zero losses.  The students honored for their chessstrategies 
were: Tyrique Dasilva, Issac Torres, Bryan Boche, Alex Peralta, Amanda 
Corneau, Ballamy Gutierrez, Jorge Martinez. 

VI. Presentation: major changes to allow for severely declining budget; 
explanation of lay-off notices. 
Anna Cano Morales spoke about the state statute that requires such early 
notices of lay-offs.  Ms. Cano Morales explained how premature and 
disruptive this date is. Dr. Gallo explained that a host of developments cause 
the lengthy list including the diminishing budget, declining enrollment, 
charter school preferences, and an abundance of caution. Chair Cano Morales 
read the significant resolutions and the list of tenured and non-tenured teacher 
affected by the resolutions; a motion to approve the resolutions was made by 
Sonia Rodrigues, seconded by Cheryl Lafond.(See attached resolutions and 
list)  Motion carried. (5,0) 

VII. Consent Agenda   
a. Approval of bills 
b. Approval of personnel actions  
c. Approval of meeting minutes 
A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by Sonia Rodrigues, 
seconded by Stephanie Gonzalez.  Motion carried. (5,0) 

VIII. Superintendent’s Report 
a. Building Committee update  - Dr. Gallo reviewed the latest minutes of the 

Building Committee emphasizing the decision to move the remaining 
bond money into projects to replacing the existing fuel tanks at the high 
school and to tackle the old radiators there as well. 

b. Charter Compact update  - Dr. Gallo discussed the recent Council of 
Reinventing Public Education’s sponsorship of her speaking at a 
conference in New Orleans about how districts and charters can and 
should work together.  She discussed how pleased she was to hear about 
the autonomy promoted by the Hartford School District since that was 



 

 

something the Trustees have already been requesting through their work 
with earlier in collective bargaining.  It is hoped that the district will soon 
move to student based budgeting and district management councils to 
bring significant autonomy to our schools. 

IX. Board Comments – Ms. Lafond spoke of with endearment of the recent 
passing of Mr. Fortin and retired Central Falls Schools elementary teacher of 
renown.  Ms. Lafond also asked Dr. Gallo to conduct a study of the 
elementary schools regarding their use of withholding recess as recourse for 
poor behavior.  Ms. Lafond would like to know how often and why such a 
strategy is used.  Ms. Lafond is especially interested to learn how such a 
strategy is considered a logical consequence. 

X. Public Comments - none 
XI. Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 
XII. A motion to Recess to Executive Session pursuant to chapter 42-46-5(a)(2), 

that this public body  convene in executive session to discuss certain matters 
that are the subject of collective bargaining and litigation, and to conduct 
work sessions pertaining to collective bargaining and litigation was made by 
Sonia Rodrigues, seconded by Stephanie Gonzalez.  A roll call vote was 
taken.  All approved. 

XIII. At 9:30 PM the Trustees returned from Executive Session. A vote to recess 
was made by Stephanie Gonzalez, seconded by BK Nordan.  A roll call vite 
was taken.  All approved.  Recessed.  
 

XIV. On February 9 at 6:20 PM the recessed meeting of February 7, 2012 was 
called to order by chair Anna Cano Morales. Roll call: present were BK 
Nordan, Cheryl Lafond, Anna Cano Morales, Sonia Rodrigues, and Stephanie 
Gonzalez.  Absent excused was Ana Cecilia Rosado.  

XV. A motion to return to the Executive Session pursuant to chapter 42-46-5(a)(2), 
that this public body convene in executive session to discuss certain matters 
that are the subject of collective bargaining and litigation, and to conduct 
work sessions pertaining to collective bargaining and litigation was made by 
Sonia Rodrigues, seconded by Cheryl Lafond.  A roll call vote was taken.  All 
approved. 

XVI. Adjournment- At 8:30 PM the Trustees returned from Executive session.  A 
motion to seal the minutes and adjourn was made by Ms. Gonzalez, seconded 
by Ms. Rodrigues.  Motion carried. (5,0)        

 


