MINUTES
Providence School Department
797 Westminster Street
Providence, RI 02903
May 14, 2012

CONVENE MEETING
1. Callto Order — Board President Keith Oliveira opened the discussion at 6:42PM
Board Members Present: Keith Oliveira, Nina Pande and Barbara Wong
Nina Pande arrived at 6:56PM

Absent Board Members: Robert Wise, Maila Touray, Magaly Sanchez, Nicholas
Hemond, Natalia Rosa-Sosa and Julian Dash

2. Superintendent’s Comments — Recognitions were given to the Hope High School Girls’
Basketball team and the Ambassadors from Alvarez High School representing the
Providence Public School District in Washington, D.C. for the Close Up Program.

Due to the fact that we did not have a quorum nothing was voted on last night. All of
the items have been postponed until the next meeting on May 29",

APPROVE AGENDA
3. Approve Agenda
The School Board may vote to approve any revision, adoption, and/or ordering of the

Agenda. The Superintendent may withdraw, note changes or amendments to agenda
items at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENT
4. Right to be Heard — Began at 6:54PM and ended at 7:24PM

e Lamlet Badaru, Julian Santiago and Candido Moya — | am Lamlet and | am a Junior
at Mount Pleasant High School and we represent the Young Voices Program. We
are here to discuss the BSAC Survey which is the Student to Teacher Constructive
Feedback Survey. We feel with this survey in place the teachers can be more
successful and the students can be better. This survey is already in place at
Boston Public Schools. Karen Feldman and Paula Shannon believe this will be a
great tool to have at the Mount Pleasant High School as well at the Juanita



Sanchez High School. We are looking forward to working with everyone to get
this tool in place. | am Candido Moya and I’'m a Junior at Juanita Sanchez. We met
with the leadership in the District and Chief Academic Officer who believes this
can be done as a pilot in two schools. These are Mount Pleasant High School and
Juanita Sanchez High School the school | attend. We’ve also met with the School
Board President who is supportive as well. We want to know that we have the
support of the whole School Board. We would like to know what your decision is.
If possible we would like you to follow-up with our Executive Director.

Beth and Mike Bell — Hello we are here to discuss Kindergarten Placement this
evening. We are parents of twin 5yr. old girls and we have gone through the
registration process in Providence and our school of choice was Vartan
Gregorian. We even bought a house in that area and we were not given
Gregorian which is our neighborhood school. Now we are on the waiting list for
Martin Luther King. We have come here today to ask you to look into this. This is
making parents think it is impossible to get their children placed in their
neighborhood schools.

Joe Haskett — Good evening Members of the School Board. My name is Joe
Haskett and my wife, Kirsten and | are here as concerned parents regarding our
son’s Kindergarten placement within the Providence Public School System. We
recently learned our son, Finnegan, had been put on a waiting list for Vartan
Gregorian Elementary School. He was #21 out of a neighborhood wait list of 34.
This is also surprising as we live only one block away from the school. According
to the School Profile provided to us by PPSD along with our application for
Kindergarten, “neighborhood” is defined as being within 1 mile walking radius or
the closest physical school. How is it, that a child who lives only one block away
from a school, and see it from his window, not attend that very school? From our
point of view it’s our neighborhood school and he should be able to go to it. In
asking questions and going down to the placement office several times,
contacting members of this board, reaching out to Dr. Lusi, contacting our City
Councilman, seeking out and hearing from other parents, our confusion and
concern has only grown. In an effort at due diligence, and at the suggestion of
Dr. Gonzalez, we are here to seek clarification to a process, from what we can
tell, has had issues dating back a decade or more. As Public School advocates, we
understand that we are part of a larger district that serves the entire City.
Addressing this issue benefits all district families seeking entry into their
neighborhood schools. After all, a rising tide floats all boats.

Amy Punchak — Thank you members of the School Board for this opportunity to
speak. My name is Any Punchak.



| am a member of the Parent Advisory Council, a current co-president of the Vartan

Gregorian PTO and | have lived in Fox Point for 16years. Tonight, | am speaking as a

Fox Point parent and home owner. | live one block from Vartan Gregorian

Elementary in a row of four houses, three of which have elementary age children.

We have had three different Kindergarten registration experiences in recent years.

One family applied in person, listed Gregorian as their first and second choice, and

received a letter assigning them to the school. One family applied in person, listed

Gregorian as their first and second choice, and then received a letter explaining the

child had been placed in the out of neighborhood lottery and they could attend the

drawing on a week night. This, despite two generations of the family having gone
through PPSD Pre-K method, they listed Gregorian as their first choice and, as the
form requested a different school for their second choice. They delivered the forms
to the registration office and in due time they learned by word of mouth that they
had been placed on the waiting list. They never received a letter. Three families
living one block from their first choice school, three different registration stories. The
children who won’t be in the same school do not understand why. To these Fox Point
families, PPSD was introduced as an entity that makes decisions that feel
counterintuitive. PPSD has caused parents to feel confused, frustrated and
disappointed with the district and their children haven’t even started Kindergarten
yet. As it stands now, the child who can see Gregorian out their window and the child
who sees MLK out their window have the same chance at getting into Gretorian.

PPSD uses the word “neighborhood” when referring to schools, and while | think the

definition has seen some broadening, at its root are people who live in a community,

people connected to their sidewalks, their block, their street, the school within a

short walk. As a Fox Point property owner, | ask that you categorize neighbors in

short walking distance to Vartan Gregorian Elementary within the larger
neighborhood category. | also ask that you recognize that it is people who are filling
out the forms used in registration and as it is natural for people to interpret
directions differently, manipulate for outcomes, and make errors, the data used for

Kindergarten registration may be rife with flaws.

e Jane Zaggot — Good Evening Members of the School Board and Dr. Lusi. | am
here to discuss the Recess Policy. Students need mandatory recess. | am a
mother and a PTO parent of Vartan Gregorian. My son came home to day to say
that his class would not be having recess this week due to the fact that they
misbehaved. How is that fair to the students? | feel as though the children are
entitled to recess even if it’s only 20 minutes a day.



Kira Greene — Hello, | thought the School Board consisted of more than a few
members. | am here to assure the School Board that these are not new issues.
PPSD is non-supportive of policies and they undermine and are inequitable to all
PPSD families. There is definitely a problem with registration and the algorithm.
When you register you don’t get your first choice, you get thrown into other
groups. Mr. Carleton Jones knew of these issues. It is also common knowledge
that if you’re a Political family you get what you want. Registration is the front
door to public education, this is where you start.

Olivia Milonas — Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak. | am a parent
of a Vartan Kindergartner and a third grader. | am also co-chair of the Health &
Wellness Committee. | believe that recess is first and foremost for our
Committee. Where do we turn? School Board or RIDE? Are you still deciding on
this item? Recess time between lunch is punitive. All kids in Providence are not
getting a break. | have something to submit to the board. You should have
children’s best interest in mind. My husband and | are looking to leave the
district.

Dan Wall —1am here to speak on behalf of the ABC initiative. Good evening
Superintendent and Board. | come here to offer support and praise to the School
Board. The Training and Collaboration with Mr. Rubenstein, Ms. Rico and Mr.
Smith is great. ABC Unified is very successful. Good working climate attains good
teachers. | commend all of you for supporting the Partnership for Teaching and
Learning. Ms. Rico was a former Union Representative and she delivered a great
guote today. Thank you.

SCHOOL BOARD COMMENTS
5. School Board Comments

CONSENT AGENDA
Recommendation: The Superintendent recommends School Board approval of Consent

agenda items.

6. Minutes 4-9-12, 4-16-12, 4-23-12 & 5-7-12
7. Personnel Actions
8. Home School Candidates
9. Consent Agenda Approval: Minutes 4-9-12, 4-16-12, 4-23-12 & 5-7-12 ; Personnel
Actions; Home School Candidates
ACTION ITEMS

10. Approval of OIC MOU for PCTA



11. Academic Calendar for the 2012-2013 School Year

REPORT ON PERSONNEL
12. Acting High School Principal of Hope High School — Robert DiMuccio
13. Acting Assistant Principal of Hope High School — Edward Lee
14. Acting Elementary School Principal of Vartan Gregorian Elementary School — Joyce
Fitzpatrick
15. Acting Assistant Principal of Anthony Carnevale Elementary School — Karyn Rosenfield

PRESENTATIONS
16. Presentation on Labor Management Collaboration — ABC Unified School District

REPORT ON CONTRACTS
17. Pearson Virtual Learning powered by Florida Virtual Online Learning
18. Material and Service Contracts for 2012-2013
19. Reading Plus Contract
20. The Providence After School Alliance (PASA) will partner with Providence Public Schools
(PPS) to provide the AfterZone Summer Scholars program during July/August of both
2012 -2013 and related programming during the academic year.

RETIREMENTS & RESIGNATIONS
21. Retirements & Resignations

EXECUTIVE SESSION
22. Executive Session Pursuant to RIGL 42-46-5(a)(1)Personnel

EXECUTIVE SESSION VOTES
23. Executive Session Votes

ADJOURN
21. Adjourn Meeting — The meeting adjourned at 8:57PM



