MINUTES
PROVIDENCE SCHOOL BOARD
PCTA Auditorium
41 Fricker Street
Providence, Rl 02903
FEBRUARY 28, 2011

CONVENE MEETING
1. Callto order at 6:30 PM — Board President Kathleen Crain called the meeting to
order at 6:35PM
The following Board members were present: Kathleen Crain, Robert Wise, Melissa
Malone, Julian Dash, Brian Lalli, Nina Pande and Philip Gould
Absent Board Member: Maila Touray and Magaly Sanchez

Superintendent Brady was out of town so Sharon Contreras ran the meeting for him
2. Meeting Protocols

3. Superintendent’s Comments — There were no comments made

APPROVE AGENDA
4. Approve Agenda as Presented
MSYV - Lalli, Dash (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

PUBLIC COMMENT
5. Public Comment began at 6:37PM to 6:55PM

e Osiris Harrell asked if the teachers were going to continue to do their jobs now
that they know they were terminated. He also put the teachers on notice and
told them he and his partner were going to be going around to the schools
checking on teachers and classrooms.

e Mike Fiorvanti stated he was a 12 year veteran who has worked at Veazie Street
Elementary School for the past 6 years. I’'m proud to be a Providence School
District teacher. I'm one of the 1926 teachers who were fired for no just cause.
He also stated he would like to teach the board flexibility, he asked them



e torescind the termination letters.

e Betsy Blanchette an Autism teacher said she will continue to teach. She also
stated that an agency she does work for offered her a job and she did not know
if she should take it or not because she didn’t know how long it would take the
administration and board to come up with a decision. She said it’s a very hard
decision to make because she loves working with the children in Providence.

e Steve Smith President of the Providence Teachers Union spoke in regards to the
comments Osiris Harrell made about checking in on the teachers. He said the
reason the teachers applauded when he made the comment was because they
were not afraid of him nor the threats he made regarding checking in on the
teachers. He also told the board the firings made no sense. He also stated that
he met with the mayor yesterday and was asked by the Mayor for a list of 400 of
his worst teachers so they could be fired and then the others would be hired
back and he told the Mayor that would be a bad idea. He wanted the letters to
be changed from terminations to lay-offs. He was also told by the Mayor some
of the schools would be closing down. Mr. Smith said he has no confidence in
someone who doesn’t know what his options are.

e Councilman Brian Principe thanked the Board for allowing him to speak. He
criticized the Board for holding such an important meeting on February 24, 2011
when the teachers were on vacation. He stated the lay-offs were excessive and
he was disheartened and dismayed and the whole situation. He also stated that
lay-offs should come from the top first, from Tom Brady down to his whole
administration.

e DeWayne Hackney wanted to reiterate what Osiris Harrell had stated. He said
he has a daughter at PCTA on the Honor Roll. He said he asked his daughter how
the teachers were and she said they were all disheartened and sad. He also said
it was a travesty how Classical and Central High School share the same land but
not the same budget nor test scores.

CONSENT AGENDA
Recommendation: The Superintendent recommends School Board approval of Consent
agenda items.
MOTION: To approve the Consent Agenda as presented
A Vote was taken to take each items separately — MSV - Crain, Malone (7-0) MOTION
APPROVED
6. Home School Candidates
MSYV - Lalli, Dash (7-0) MOTION APPROVED
7. Minutes —2-14-11



MSV - Pande, Malone (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

8. Personnel Actions

MSV - Malone, Dash (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

9. Personnel Actions Non-Renewal of Teaching Contracts (Athletic Coaches)

This item was withdrawn from the agenda

MSV - Pande, Malone (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

MSYV - Crain, Dash (4-3) MOTION APPROVED

10. Consent Agenda Approval — Home School Candidates, Minutes 2-14-11, Personnel
Actions

REPORT ON CONTRACTS
11. Pearson Education, Inc. Multi-Year
12. Contract Approvals — Pearson Education, Inc.
MSV - Pande, Dash (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

POLICY & PLANNING

13. Community Forum Date & Topic — April 27, 2011 — Open Forum on Aligned
Instruction

14. Recommendation 1) Consolidate Woods & Young Elementary School into “The Sgt.
Cornel Young, Jr. & Charlotte Woods Elementary School @ The B. Jae Clanton
Complex” and 2) Consolidate PAIS & HSTA into “The William B. Cooley, Sr. High
School & The Providence Academy of International Studies (High School) @ The
Juanita Sanchez Complex.

MSV - Wise, Lalli (6-1) MOTION APPROVED - Dash No

WORKSHOP
15. Presentation/Update of the Registration Department
16. Teacher Evaluation System Report
17. Career & Technical Education Update by Luke Driver
18. Professional Development Annual Report — Postponed to next meeting 3/14/11
MSV - Crain, Dash (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

SCHOOL BOARD COMMENTS
19. School Board Comments
e Magaly Sanchez submitted a letter — | am writing to extend my sincere apologies
for not being present during these difficult and sensitive times for our students,
teachers, my board colleagues and our entire community as a whole. | am
currently assisting my mother in nursing my father back to health after a recent



surgical procedure he has had. My father’s initial prognosis is good and we are
looking forward to his recovery. During these difficult times | want to assure you
that as a board we are working arduously to make decisions that are within the
best interest of our children and the entire Providence School District. | look
forward to my quick return and to continue serving you as a Providence School
Board Member. | thank you in advance for your understanding.

9:05PM - A Vote was taken to Convene in Executive Session

MSV - Crain, Dash (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

Roll Call: Crain Aye, Gould Aye, Lalli Aye, Malone Aye, Pande Aye, Dash Aye
Robert Wise left at 8:15PM

EXECUTIVE SESSION
20. Vote to Convene in Executive Session Pursuant RIGL 42-46-5(a)(1)Personnel —
Teacher Terminations; RIGL 42-46-5(a)(1)Teacher Suspensions; 42-46-
5(a)(2)Collective Bargaining & Litigation
A Vote was taken to come out of Executive Session, Seal the minutes and Adjourn the
meeting
MSV - Pande, Dash (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

VOTES TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
21. The votes were taken and the minutes were sealed.

ADJOURN
10. The meeting adjourned at 10:30PM



