MINUTES
PROVIDENCE SCHOOL BOARD
FEBRUARY 24, 2011

CONVENE MEETING
1. Callto order at 6:30 PM — Board President Kathleen Crain called the meeting
to order at 6:40PM
The following Board members were present: Kathleen Crain, Robert Wise,

Melissa Malone, Julian Dash, Brian Lalli, Nina Pande and Philip Gould
Absent Board Member: Maila Touray and Magaly Sanchez

School Board President Kathleen Crain began the meeting by saying that sending

out the dismissal notices was a decision made based on necessity due to the
$40,000,000.00 million dollar deficit that we are facing.

2. Superintendent’s Comments

Superintendent Brady spoke about the Dismissal notices that would
be going out on March 1, 2011.

PUBLIC COMMENT
3. Public Comment began at 6:45PM and ended at 8:15PM

Councilman Narducci - Thanked all of the teachers for all of their hard
work and their dedication to the children in Providence. He Steve
Smith and the Providence Teachers Union and asked the School Board
to change the term of termination to lay-off. He also said he was
honored to be there supporting everyone.

Councilman Jackson thanked all of the teachers who work with the
children in Providence and asked the Superintendent to change the
term from termination to lay-off.

Councilman Zurier - Said he was the son of a Providence school
teacher and a graduate from Classical High School. He also spoke in
favor of the Superintendent and the School Board Members decision.
Julie Latessa — School Teacher in Providence said she was attending
the meeting with a heavy heart. She also spoke against the



terminations and asked about the funds the district received from the
Race to the Top and also questioned the Joint Labor Compact.

Debra Zuckerman — Teacher in Providence spoke against the
Termination notices the teachers in district received.

Richard Santori — Spoke against the terminations and dismissals. He
also spoke on teacher quality and the just cause in their contract.
Betsy Blanchette — An Autism Teacher in the district for 19 years
spoke about how she heard of the terminations on the news.

Mary Paolino — A 2" grade ESL Teacher at Veazie Street School spoke
about the terminations and her dedication to the children in
Providence.

Ed Gordon — A 7% grade Special Education Teacher said he felt
disrespected and devalued because of these termination notices.
Julian Park — A student at Brown University came out to show support
for the teachers and to speak against the termination notices.

Richard Larkin — A Library Media Specialist at Classical High School
spoke against the terminations and said the teachers will not be
bullied.

Ferdinand Rodriguez — A teacher in the district said this is like having
a revolution in the East. He said the teachers were all scared and
there was pressure from all sides. He also said the Superintendent
and the Board should rescind the letters.

Robert LeBlanc — Asked why did Administration approve such a
resolution?

Debra Krause — Thanked her colleagues for being there. She also
asked why she was fired. She said she felt hurt and disrespected.

Lila Pilares — A parent of 5 children in the Providence School District
said she saw the information regarding the terminations on the news.
She stated that education was very important and she also asked
what happened to No Child Left Behind. She wanted to know why the
teachers were fired and spoke highly of the teachers at William
D’Abate .

Pride — Social Studies @ Roger Williams for 21 years said the teachers
worked hard on the Labor Management Compact. Also said not there
will be distrust from the teachers.

Lisa Denton — Said she has been a teacher and coach in the system for
16 years. She also stated she was not happy about the terminations.
Jessica Sylvester — Wanted to know why was she fired or terminated?



e Marianne Davidson — A teacher in the district asked why the
Superintendent and School Board were lying to her.

e Mary Taft — Teacher in the district and union delegate for Esek
Hopkins questioned the terminations.

e Steve Smith — President of the Teachers Union said he thought the
PTU and the Administration were collaborating well together and
didn’t know why the teachers were fired because they were not given
a reason. He also said they had worked hard together with the
Administration to put the Labor Management Compact together.

e Mary Beth — Vice President of the Providence Teachers Union stated
that she has been a teacher in the system for 18 years. She also
spoke against the Superintendent and School Board on the
termination notices that went out.

e Arthur Rustigian — Stated he has been a teacher in the system for the
past 22 years. He also told the Superintendent and School Board that
the terminations were unnecessary.

e Paul Stein — A teacher at Nathanael Greene Middle School said the
teachers did not feel comfortable speaking out against the
administration.

e Sheila Conway — Teacher in the system said teachers deserve to be
heard and also questioned the fact that they were fired.

e Shawna Southern — Physical Education teacher at Sackett Street
School spoke out against the teacher terminations.

e Ginnsberg — A teacher in the system stated the teachers were not
happy about the termination notices they received.

e Davis — Spoke out against the teacher terminations.

CONSENT AGENDA
Recommendation: The Superintendent recommends School Board approval of
Consent agenda items.
MOTION: To approve the Consent Agenda as presented
4. Personnel Actions — Non-Renewal of Teaching Contracts
5. Personnel Actions — Non-Renewal of Teaching Contracts (Athletic Directors)
6. Consent Agenda Approval: Personnel Actions — Non-Renewal of Teaching
Contracts; Non-Renewal of Teaching Contracts (Athletic Directors)
MSYV - Crain, Dash (4-3) MOTION APPROVED
Wise No, Lalli No, Gould No, Malone Yes, Pande Yes, Crain Yes, Dash Yes



SCHOOL BOARD COMMENTS
7. School Board Comments

e Robert Wise — Thanked all of the teachers for coming out in support
of one another. He also thanked them for all their hard work and
their dedication to the children in Providence. He also said the reason
for the terminations was the $40,000,000.00 million dollar deficit we
are facing.

e Nina Pande — Thanked everyone for coming out and voicing their
concerns. She said she was a social worker by trade and she found
out about the terminations 3 days ago herself. She also stated this
was not an attack on seniority and they will work hard to find a
solution.

e Philip Gould — He said he spoke as a parent of an autistic child in the
system. He said the teachers were genuine professionals and their
arguments were persuasive. He also said this would be a detriment to
the children of Providence. He said as a Board Member he respected
their profession and appreciated their comments.

8:35PM - A Vote was taken to Convene in Executive Session

MSV - Crain, Malone (7-0) MOTION APPROVED

Roll Call: Wise Aye, Gould Aye, Lalli Aye, Malone Aye, Pande Aye, Crain Aye,
Dash Aye

EXECUTIVE SESSION
8. A Motion was made to Convene in Executive Session Pursuant RIGL 42-46-
5(a)(1)Personnel — Teacher Dismissal

VOTES TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
9. The Board voted unanimously to uphold the Superintendent’s decision.

ADJOURN
10. The meeting adjourned at 9:30PM



