MINUTES
PROVIDENCE SCHOOL BOARD
APRIL5, 2010

CONVENE MEETING
1. Callto order at 6:30 PM — The meeting was called to order at 6:39 PM in the Silver Lake
Community Center located at 529 Plainfield Street, Providence, Rl 02909. Robert Wise,
School Board President, opened the meeting by reading a statement on the closure of
Perry Middle School.

The following Board members were present: Robert Wise, Philip Gould, Brian Lalli,

Magaly Sanchez, Kathleen Crain and Nina Pande
Absent Board Members were: Maila Touray, Melissa Malone and Julian Dash

2. Superintendent’s Comments

PUBLIC COMMENT
2. Public Comment began at 6:41PM

Bill Bateman spoke on the closure of Perry Middle School

Councilman Igliozzi spoke on the closure of Perry Middle School which is one of the
neighborhood schools that fall within his district. He also spoke about statistics at
the school. He stated that Perry Middle School has met AYP for 3 consecutive years.
He asked, what was the plan if Perry Middle School were to close? He also asked
that the Superintendent to table the closure until further discussion.

Councilman Lombardi spoke about Perry Middle School and how the school was
targeted by NCLB. He also spoke about the closure of the school and the turnover
Providence has had with Superintendent’s.

Stephanie Cannady is a parent of a Perry Middle School child who moved to
Providence from Boston. She who spoke about the closure and how the school is a
safe haven for her child. She also asked that the Superintendent reconsider the
closure.

Jim Duffy thanked everyone who came out to show support for the school. He also
spoke on the closing of the school.



e Representative Carnevale thanked everyone who came out to show support. He
said he agreed whole heartedly with everything Igliozzi said and asked why was
there not a contingent plan put into place? He also told the Board the reason they
didn’t care about the closure was because they did not come from these
neighborhoods. He also stated that he feels the School Board should be voted in not
placed there by the Mayor.

e Steve Smith of the PTU spoke about the center where the meeting was held and
how the Perry Middle School students used for recreation. He also commented on
the closing of the school. He asked that the Superintendent to please reconsider the
closing. He also stated that his mom was one of the first graduates of Perry Middle
School.

At this time Brian Lalli made a motion to Re-open Public Comment
MSV - Lalli, Wise (6-0) MOTION APPROVED

e Donna Perrotta a teacher at Perry Middle School spoke about the closing.

SCHOOL BOARD COMMENTS
4. School Board Comments
e Philip Gould thanked everyone for coming out and showing their support for
Perry Middle School and also remarked on the comments that were made
towards the Board.
e Nina Pande also thanked everyone for coming out and also addressed the
mean spirited comments that were made towards the Board.

ADJOURN
5. The meeting adjourned at 7:35PM



