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The Providence School Board meeting was called to order by Board President Mary McClure at 5:30 PM  
  
PRESENT: Bob Wise, Mary McClure (left at 6:37 PM), Philip Gould, Ronnie Young, Grace Gonzalez, Rosanna 
Castro  
ABSENT: Kathy McKenzie, Jill Holloway, Maila Touray 
 
Executive Session per RIGL 42-46-5 (a)(2) collective bargaining and RIGL 42-46-45 (a)(9) grievances.  The 
School Board must vote on the stated purposes in public to enter executive session.  
 
MOTION: To convene in Executive Session RIGL 42-46-5(a)(9) Grievances, RIGL 42-46-5(a)(2) Collective 
Bargaining.  
 
MSV: Member Wise Moved, Member Young seconded. Upon a roll call vote being taken, the vote was:  
Yes: (6) No: (0).   Motion Approved    
 
Bob Wise Yes  Grace Gonzalez Yes  Mary McClure  Yes  
Ronnie Young  Yes  Philip Gould  Yes  Rosanna Castro  Yes 
 
Re-convene meeting at 6:20 PM 
 
ACTION ITEM: Administration recommends School Board approval of the 2008-2009 Budget in the amount of 
$319,922,729.  
 

Board Discussion Issues:   

The budget as presented is not adequate to support our children.   

Budget approval highlights a dilemma between legal obligations and moral obligations.  

The issue is lack of information at state level and absence of education funding formula inhibits planning.  

This budget fails to meet Board’s moral obligation as articulated in Board beliefs and commitment. 

The school department may be in danger of not meeting legal obligations if the $3 million gap is not 
reduced.   

Board approval of the recommended budget meets legal obligations but fails to meet moral obligation to 
educate students as articulated in the Boards’ beliefs and commitments. 

 
MOTION: Forward the budget to the Mayor as presented at $319,922,729.    
 
MSV: Member McClure Moved, Member Wise seconded  
Upon a roll call vote being taken, the vote was: Yes: (3) No: (3).   Motion Failed   
 
Bob Wise Yes  Grace Gonzalez No 
Mary McClure Yes  Philip Gould  Yes  
Ronnie Young  No  Rosanna Castro  No  
 
 
Administration has no authority to send budget to Mayor’s office.  
 
WORKSHOPS 

 Education Specifications presented by Dr. Evans, Superintendent of Schools 

 West Broadway Elementary School presented by Gary Moroch, Executive Director of Elementary School and 
community members Brian Principe and Kari Lang.  

 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 7:45 PM   




