
PROVIDENCE SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES 
May 23, 2005 

NO. 608 
 

 
A regularly scheduled meeting was held in the Providence School Board Room at 797 Westminster 
Street, Providence, RI.  
 
Ms. McClure called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM  
 
SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH UPDATE 
Ms. Elaine Fersch, President of Community Matters, described the community input process for the Board 
superintendent search.   
 
Two Community Forums:  

 June 01, 2005 6:30 PM at DelSestor/Springfield Education Complex Cafetorium 
 June 06, 2005  6:30 PM at Juanita Sanchez Education Complex Cafetorium 

 
Four Stakeholder Meetings: 250-300 parents, teachers, students, community leaders, business leaders, 
Church leaders, elected officials were contacted to participate in the meetings. 

 June 02, 2005   Students  --  
 
Survey:  Online at PPSD website 
  Paper survey to be distributed at community forums and stakeholder meetings 
 
MOTION TO CONVENE TO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO RIGL (a)(1),9a)(2) at 5:55 PM    
 
I move, under R.I. Gen. Laws 42-46-5(a)(1), that this public body convene in executive session to discuss 
the job performance of certain employees.  These persons have been notified in writing that the public 
body intends to convene in executive session to discuss his or her job performance and he/she declined 
to have this discussion take place in open session.      
 
I further move, under R.I. Gen. Laws 42-46-5(a)(2), that this public body convene in executive session to 
discuss certain matters that are the subject of collective bargaining and litigation, and to conduct work 
sessions pertaining to collective bargaining and litigation. 
 
MSV Oredola, Wise    Roll Call Vote:    9 - 0  
Hamolsky Yes  Inoa   Yes  Touray  Yes 
McClure Yes  Gonzalez Yes  Frye  Yes 
Wise  Yes  Crenca  Yes  Oredola  Yes 
 
The open session was called back in order by Ms. McClure at 7:15 PM 
 
MOTION TO SEAL THE MINUTES OF EXECUTIVE SESSION.  
MSV Oredola, Inoa 9 - 0 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Hamolsky, Ms. McClure, Ms. Oredola, Ms. Inoa, Mr. Touray,  Mr. Wise, 
Mr. Crenca, Ms. Frye, Ms. Gonzalez, Dr. Burns Emeritus 
 
RECOGNITIONS:  
The School Board recognized Dr. Melody Johnson for her outstanding leadership and service as 
Superintendent of Schools for the Providence School Department.  Dr. Burns served as the Board’s 
spokesperson and presented Dr. Johnson with a framed picture of Down City Providence Skyline At 
Dusk.  
 
REPORT EXECUTIVE SESSION VOTES  
None 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
Blossom Kirschenbaum (community member) Superintendent  
Terri Adelman (VIPS)    Superintendent 
Christine Mills (Teacher)   Budget Cuts/Elementary Guidance Counselors 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
5-12-05  Approval of Minutes  
5-13-05  Nomination of Long Term Substitute Teachers-135 Days  
5-14-05  Nomination of Long Term Substitute Teachers in Pool/New Hire  
5-15-05  Rescission of Non-Renewal of Teaching Contracts  
5-16-05  Student Exclusion  
MSV     Inoa, Oredola 9 - 0 
  
MOTION TO APPROVE THE SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT ON PERSONNEL NOMINATIONS 
5-17-05 Nomination of Supervisor of Research, Assessment and Evaluation 
5-18-05 Nomination of Supervisor of Literacy and Humanities Initiatives 
5-19-05 Nomination of Supervisor of Math and Science Initiatives 
5-20-05 Nomination of Plato Technician (1033/B.E.S.T.)  
5-21-05 Nomination of Network Operations Facilitator  (non-certified) (non-union)  
MSV     Gonzalez, Frye 9 – 0  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT ON BUSINESS CONTRACTS 
5-22-05 Institute for Learning 
5-23-05 Notification Technologies 
5-24-05 National Council for History Education 
MSV  Oredola, Hamolsky 9 – 0  
 
MOTION TO APPROVE ACTION ITEMS 
5-25-05 Endorsement of 2005–2006 Consolidated Resource Plan 
MSV Oredola, Inoa   9 – 0  
 
5-26-05 Appointment of Interim Superintendent 
MSV Oredola, Inoa   9 – 0  
 
5-27-05 Approval for 1033 Teacher Assistant Wage Agreement (as revised)  
MSV Hamolsky, Frye  9 – 0  
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – Dr. Gallo 
- Progressive Support & Intervention 

o Monthly reports will be made to the Board 
- Student Success White Paper: Policy Bundle 

o Code of Conduct 
o Student Rights 
o Bullying/Harassment 

 
POLICY & PLANNING/TOPIC REVIEW:   
Topic:  Special Education Overview 
Presenters:  Lisa Vargas, Director of Elementary Special Education 
  Andrea Soares, Director of Secondary Special Education (MS) 
  Karen Vesella, Director of Secondary Special Education (HS) 
 



PROVIDENCE SCHOOL BOARD MINUTES 
May 23, 2005 

NO. 608 
 

 
Board Issues:  

 What is the exit rate per year for special education students?  
 What follow-up or safety net is available for students after graduation? 
 Why do we outsource education services to Job Corps (GED)? 
 What non-special education alternatives are available for students? 
 What are the resource and staff needs to successfully implement general education and special 

education programs?  
 Do teachers over refer students to special education?  

 
FUTURE MEETINGS 
- June 13, 2005 School Safety & PSB Self-Evaluation  (1) 
- June 27, 2005  High School Reform & PSB Self-Evaluation (2) 
- July 11, 2005 Special Meeting for Budget Action 
- July 25, 2005 Teacher Quality  
- August 22, 2005 Fall Start Up Plans 
 
GOVERNANCE  
None 
 
SCHOOL BOARD COMMENTS 
Dr. Hamolsky, Mr. Touray, and Ms. Inoa expressed appreciation for Dr. Johnson’s leadership and service 
to the school department.  
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN AT 9:22 PM 
MSV    Wise, Inoa   9 – 0  
 
 
 
Submitted by:  
Maureen Cotter  
Special Assistant to the Superintendent & School Board 
 


