
 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BUTTONWOODS FIRE DISTRICT 
June 23, 2015 

Buttonwoods Casino 
 
 
The 89th Annual Meeting of the Buttonwoods Fire District was called to order at 7:00 p.m.  Moderator, Mr. Doug 
Rademacher presided.   
 
Doug welcomed new members and property owners of the community asking any present to identify themselves, 
though none did.  
 
Doug then reminded the group of the ground rules of the Annual Meeting, that we hold the meeting primarily to 
establish the budget, but that the discussion of other issues is welcome.   
 
Ken Steincamp introduced Officer Moretti of the Warwick Police Department Community Policing Division.  Ken 
noted that there have been incidents over the last few summers, primarily kids bothering neighbors with noise and 
disruptive activities.  Officer Moretti recommended that residents call the station at 468-4200 if anything or anyone 
looks out of place.  An officer will be sent to the neighborhood for follow up.  
 
As a private community, Buttonwoods has the option of installing cameras and signage warning of the surveillance.  
Additionally, although there is no official curfew in the city of Warwick a private community can impose a curfew but 
it will also impact residents. 
 
Officer Moretti was somewhat unsure what could be done about non-residents riding golf carts in the neighborhood 
but agreed to report back.  We may recognize the non-resident golf cart riders as trespassers because this is a 
private neighborhood.  It was recommended that the guard rail be reinstalled at the point to discourage golf carts 
from entering that area.           
 
Reading of the Minutes of the 2014 Annual Meeting: 
Doug called for a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting (2014) that had been available to all 
taxpayers of the Fire District in advance, and that the reading of the minutes be waived.  The reading of the minutes 
was waived.   
 
Motion to accept amended minutes passed. 
 

Reports of Buttonwood Fire District Officers 
Mr. Doug Rademacher called for the reports of the Officers and Supervisors. 
 
Treasurer's Report: 
Dave Curry reported that the opening balance was $109,382.  A total of $107,741 was collected and $104,398 was 
disbursed, leaving an ending balance is $112,725.    The Casino Reserve began at $12,302.  $6,000 was added  
leaving an ending reserve of $18,302.  A new Legal Reserve was established to cover anticipated expenses.  
$5,579 of unspent budgeted funds from 2015 was used to fund the initial reserve.  The Landscaping Reserve 
remains at $4,844. The Roads Reserve began at $0 following the 2014 paving of Buttonwoods Avenue.  $10,000 
was added to leave an ending reserve of $10,000.  The Seawall Reserve is at $63,500.  The total unallocated 
reserve as of May 31, 2015 is $10,500.  Motion passed to accept report as is. 
 
 
Tax Assessor's Report:   
Ms. Felene Frank's report noted the Tax Rate determined by the Board of Tax Assessors for 2014/2015 was $1.46 
per $1,000.00 of real estate.  The gross valuation of the taxable real estate within the Fire District as of December 
31, 2013 was $75.0 million after adjusting for Senior and G. I. exemptions.    
 
Tax Collector's Report: 
The net calculated revenue from taxes was $109,078.  $1,788 was uncollected as of June 23, 2015.   
 



The Chapel, the Buttonwoods Fire District (BFD), and the Buttonwoods Beach Association (BBA) are exempt from 
taxation by the BFD.  The BFD and the BBA are subject to Warwick City taxes whereas the Chapel is not.  With no 
questions the report was accepted as submitted. 
 
 
Auditor’s Report: 
Jon Pratt read Don Youngren's report.   Financial records for the BFD are kept meticulously on Quick Books and 
procedures followed are normal and conventional.  Bank statements are reconciled.  Invoices are appropriately 
paid and recorded.  Tax receipts are recorded accurately.  Don recommended that voided checks also be retained 
with cancelled checks.  Residents should feel comfortable that the financial records are in competent hands.  After 
no questions there was a motion to adopt the report.   The motion was accepted. 
 
 
Supervisors' Report:    
Jon Pratt presented his report and highlighted the following: 
 
During the 2014 / 2015 fiscal year the following was accomplished: 
 

• River Point Construction completed the masonry work on the Casino grill and new grates were installed. 
• High Line Tree Service continued the annual winter moth control program. 
• J.D. Plummer continued to work with the Secretary of State and Attorney General's offices on the new report 

requirements for all fire districts. 
• In response to summer pranks and vandalism Ken Steinbach and Officer Moretti implemented a 

Buttonwoods Community Crime Watch Program. 
• Apple Valley Alarms replaced the heater in the Casino sprinkler room. 
• Thanks to Doug Rademacher an innumerable number of trees were saved as Bill Ross was contracted to 

assist in "waging a war" on the bittersweet that has been taking over the woods along Buttonwoods and 
Andrew Comstock. 

• The Directors and Officers insurance policy was renewed with J.J. Gilmartin and Son with no premium 
increases. 

• Signs on Hawthorne, A and 8th Avenues were replaced. 
• Northeastern Tree Service removed 3 dead trees at the ball field, a dead tree at the playground, and 

numerous large limbs from trees on Buttonwoods, Claflin, 10th and Promenade. 
• Annual maintenance was performed on the clay courts.  The speed bumps were painted.  The U.S. flag was 

replace at the Casino.  The Casino outdoor water fountain was repaired. 
• The annual lease agreement between the BBA and the Buttonwoods Fire District was renewed for an 

additional 10 years. 
 

Jon thanked his fellow volunteers. 
 
The report was accepted as submitted. 
 
Reports of BFD Committees 
 
Casino Committee:  
Sue Remick read Kathy Falaguera's report first thanking Ginnie Goldstein who is stepping down after ten years as 
Casino Treasurer.  Sue also reported that Mr. Conti will be back as Steward and that opening day would be June 
29th.   
 
2015 activities include the Cocktail Classic, the traditional 4th of July parade and field games, Sunsets on the Sea 
Wall, Bowling and Beers, the Steak Fry, a theatre night out event, and a Paint and Dabble night.  Two exercise 
groups have continued to meet on the Casino grounds.  Pickle Ball is played on the tennis courts and a knitting 
group meets on the porch.  Children’s activities will include bowling, tennis, and arts and crafts. 
 
The Casino has been booked for many summer parties - the contact is Jeanne Pass.  Casino rental fees are 
earmarked to make improvements to the Casino facility. 
 
New members of the Casino Committee are welcome and volunteers are always needed for events.    



 
The report of the Casino Committee was accepted. 
 
 
Tennis Committee: 
Ken Steinkamp reported that all courts are playing well despite the extreme winter.  The tennis reserve fund was at 
$2,215.  Saturday mornings are dedicated to a regular doubles group and Sunday mornings are open to all for 
round-robin doubles.  The schedule is posted.  Additional players are always welcome. 
 
A fundraiser will again be held in September to cover the cost of ongoing maintenance.  The hard courts continue 
to need yearly maintenance.  With the assistance of the Fire District the malfunctioning watering timer was 
replaced.   
 
Pickleball lines are now on both hard courts and a wind screen was added to obscure the utility equipment.  Funds 
were provided by the committee members and the BFD.  
 
Ken thanked the community for supporting the courts and the casino, which help give special presence and 
pleasure to the community. 
 

Reports of Other Community Committees (non BFD)   
 
Buttonwood Beach Association – Susan Martins Phipps:    
Susan read the letter from the BBA Board that was is delivered to all residents annually.  Copies of the letter were 
available to all at the meeting.  She reminded the group that the BBA is a corporation created by the founders of 
Buttonwoods in 1872.  The purpose was to sell land, develop streets, and to maintain and preserve the community 
held land for the enjoyment of all residents.  The BBA also owns all the streets as well as the undeveloped land 
throughout Buttonwoods. 
 
In light of this responsibility the BBA has made known to the community its intent to see that such land is protected.  
In order to do so, the Association has been advised that it must preserve its rights as the owners of the property.  
Failing to do so could result in the loss of BBA land, now often used by many people, to individuals.  Failure to act 
could jeopardize the private nature of Buttonwoods. 
 
While anyone can understand a property owner taking steps to protect rights to their land, the BBA faces a more 
sensitive task.  First, many people don't understand the BBA or its role.  Second, Association property has often 
been used by abutting land owners without any thought for the BBA's rights.  Without a survey many don't know 
what land they own.  Often, the lands is used and frequently landscaped and improved.  There is no ill intent; 
however, it is not that person's land.  Third, generally the adjoining landowners are not only neighbors but also 
friends.  No one wants to confront a friend on such issues, even when it's the right thing to do. 
   
The letter reminds residents that property owners are required to contact the Association and request permission to 
make improvements or otherwise alter BBA land.  Specifically, the policy is that, whenever an abutting land owner 
wishes to use BBA land, the Association must be contacted for permission.  These instances include construction 
or removal of structures or barriers, re-grading and water dispersion, landscape improvements, lawn maintenance, 
tree removal, or other usage.  In these instances, the abutting landowner must acknowledge that: 
 

• The use of the property does not constitute a change in ownership; the BBA continues to own the property 
• The BBA retains its right to use the property in the future 
• The abutting landowner may be required to remove any improvement and/or restore the property to its 

original condition 
• The abutting land-owner may have to comply with municipal requirements such as requirements for sewer 

installation 
• The abutting landowner will hold the BBA harmless from any liability, damages and legal fees related 

thereto, arising from any conditions involving the subject the property 
• The abutting landowner will maintain insurance coverage on the property, naming the BBA as an additional 

insured. 
 



She noted that the width of the Buttonwoods streets is greater than the paved portion specifically: 
 

• Ninth, Tenth, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th are 30ft wide 
• Buttonwoods Ave, Claflin Rd, Cooper Rd, Janice Rd, Lorna Rd, Woodbine Ave, and Amore Rd are 50ft 

wide 
• Promenade is 80ft wide 
• Beach Park is 100ft wide 

 
It is highly advisable to retain the services of a surveyor. 
 
The Association is taking the same steps as would any other land owner.  It is perhaps even more important that 
the BBA do so, as it seeks to protect the private nature of the area, and to ensure the property that could be used 
by so many does not become the property of any one individual. 
 
Susan also noted that copies of plat maps were available to all at the meeting. 
 
The report was accepted as presented. 
 
 
Buttonwood Chapel Committee  
 
Claire Flaherty reminded the group that the Buttonwood Beach Chapel Board is comprised of neighbors interested 
in protecting and preserving the historic Chapel, as well as the history and traditions of our community's faith-based 
founding.  Although it began as a Baptist Chapel, today it is used as an interfaith place of worship.  The Chapel is 
available for use by neighbors.  To reserve the building, contact Claire. 
 
Events planned for 2015: the annual Egg Hunt, 2 weddings, and the July 4th Chapel ornament, cutting board, and 
bake sale.   Also planned are two musical performances sponsored by neighbors and friends of the Chapel. 
 
Claire noted that restoration work on the stained glass window over the altar area of the Chapel, as well as the 
center, arched panel of the front palladian stained glass window was complete.   This was a major undertaking for 
the Chapel and its Treasury, taking a major part of our reserves which traditionally have gone to the periodic 
painting and carpentry needs.   Then next project includes repair of the copper flashing above the dentil molding on 
the front face of the Chapel, which will be completed when the funds are available. 
  
Lastly, Claire reminded the community that while the Chapel holds a special place in the fabric of Buttonwoods, its 
principle purpose is to serve as an interfaith place of worship. This precludes it from receiving funds from the Fire 
District for its upkeep.  A successful annual appeal helps generate the funds required to meet the Chapel’s annual 
operating needs and to set aside reserves to ensure that the future physical needs of the building can be met as 
they arise.   Because of the substantial cost of last year's project, the focus this year will be to meet annual 
expenses, prioritize the remaining unfinished projects and establish a time frame for their completion. 
 
 
Reading of Communications: - There were no communications in 2014 / 2015. 
 
 
Unfinished Business:  None 
 
 
New Business:    
 
Budget Presentation and Acceptance Resolution 2015 - 2016 
Mr. J.D. Plummer presented the 2015 budget  noting that the total budget at $110,000 was equal to the prior year. 
Some line item changes were included but there are no major outlays planned.  He noted that the Casino budget 
was flat at $23,800.  The Grounds budget was increased by $2,000 to $20,800 to cover increases in Field Cutting 
and Tree Maintenance.  The Insurance budget was flat at $9,000.  The Miscellaneous budget was decreased by 
$4,500, $2,000 to fund the additional Grounds budget and $2,500 to fund additions in the Roads Budget.  The 
Roads Reserve funding was increased anticipating roadwork on 9th Avenue.  The total Tax budget was flat but the 



elimination of the BFD Sewer Assessment was transferred to the Tax Collection Expense budget.  The Tennis and 
Seawall Reserve budgets are flat at $3,600 and $3,000, respectively.   
 
J.D. fielded a question about the winter moths noting that the BFD will spray the extent of Buttonwoods Ave to the 
Point as well as Andrew Comstock.  He also explained that the Security budget will cover front gate coverage on 
July 3rd, July 4th and Halloween.  
 
The funding of security cameras was briefly discussed and then delayed to the later in the meeting.          
 
The total budget of $110,000 was voted on, and accepted.   
 
 
Budget Acceptance and Resolution: 
Two resolutions were read by Jon Pratt - Budget Appropriation Resolution for $110,000 and the Tax Resolution to 
raise between $109,500 and 110,500.  J.D. Plummer read the Tax Anticipation Borrowing Resolution - not to 
exceed $20,000 (authorization for Treasurer to borrow funds).  Ron Phipps objected noting that we have reserves.  
It was explained that the Borrowing Resolution was in place in case of an extraordinary event.  The motion carried 
after a vote.    
 
All three resolutions were approved. 
 
 
Miscellaneous New Business: 
J.D. Plummer then explained that the Supervisors were looking for a non binding resolution for how to address long 
term issues, specifically for the roads, the Casino and the grounds.    A motion to form a Long Term subcommittee 
to explore financing and streamlining the budget process for long term issues was passed. 
 
Doug Rademacher made a request to delay the field cutting until later in the Fall, citing that it was beneficial to the 
wildlife, milkweed, monarch butterflies, and the turkeys.  It was proposed that the regular mowing would go slightly 
deeper than the current roadside cut and that the internal section would be delayed.  The motion passed. 
 
Karen O'Sullivan presented a plan from the Casino Committee to install 5 ceiling fans in the Casino on the beams 
that currently have no lights.  The Casino Committee has the necessary funds to install the fans and cover the 
required licenses, insurance and permits.   The motion carried. 
 
Dave Dickerman recommended that the guardrail / barrier at the point be reinstalled after the Fourth of July bonfire. 
 
There was significant discussion regarding golf cart use on Promenade Ave and the sidewalks.  It was 
recommended that golf cart use be included in the rule book and that Buttonwoods stickers be adhered to resident 
golf carts.    There was a motion to form an ad hoc committee to address motorized vehicles, with specific attention 
to golf cart use and to review the rule handbook with specific focus initially on motorized vehicles.  The motion 
carried. 
 
Lastly, there was a motion to form an ad hoc committee to research the cost and feasibility of security and to report 
back to the Supervisors by mid Summer.  The motion carried. 
   
 
 
Report of the Nominating Committee – Kathy Baer:  
The following names are hereby placed in nomination for the offices and terms stated: 
 
For Supervisor, for a three year term, from this date to the BFD annual meeting in June, 2018 – Mr. Paul 
McKenney.  
 
For one year terms, from this date to the BFD annual meeting in 2016: 
 
For Moderator – Mr. Mark McKenney 
For Clerk – Mrs. Patricia Wegrzyn McGreen 
For Treasurer – Mr. David Curry 



For Tax Assessors – Ms. Felene Frink, Mr. Paul McKenney, Mr. Dave Trembley 
For Tax Collector – Ms. Felene Frink 
For Auditor – Mr. Don Youngren 
Motion to accept the proposed slate was made and accepted. 
Mr. Jon Pratt will chair the Nominating Committee for 2016. 
 
Election of Officers and Supervisors: Doug Rademacher 
A motion to elect the slate, as presented, was made and seconded.  The motion passed and the Clerk cast a single 
ballot for the slate. 
 
Board of Supervisors for the coming year: 

Mr. JD Plummer - Sr. Supervisor 
 Mr. Steven Marcks – Supervisor 
 Mr. Paul McKenney – New Supervisor 
  
 
Ratification of Acts of Officers and Supervisors: 
The ratification of the acts of the officers was passed.  
 
 
Miscellaneous New Business: 
None 
          
 
Call for Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn accepted.  The meeting adjourned at 9:10pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patricia Wegrzyn McGreen 
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