
 
 
 

 
 
 

Buttonwoods Fire District 
Buttonwoods Fire District Supervisors  

Minutes of April 21, 2014 Meeting 
  
Date:   April 21, 2014 
Time:   6:30 PM  
Location:  Casino Building, 23 Eighth Avenue  
 
Call to Order:  6:30 pm 

Discussion: 

1. The BFD Supervisors approved the meeting minutes from the March 2014 meeting. 
2. Old Business: None. 
3. Budget Review and Discussion: 

All budget items including taxes, revenues, reserves and latest expenditures were presented by the 
Treasurer. Discussion followed regarding renewal of lawn and insurance contract policies for upcoming 
year. The latter issue was deferred for further discussion to the May meeting. 

4. Ground and Building Maintenance and Improvements:     
a. Spring cleaning and grounds maintenance:  JD Plummer reported by email and Jon Pratt reported at 

the meeting on the neighborhood walkthrough to determine if there were any trees or branches that 
needed to be removed.  Supervisors agreed that the usual spring clean-up recently completed by Bill 
Ross’s company sufficiently cleaned up the neighborhood and there are no pending issues. 
 
Kathy Baer reported that a neighbor made a request through a third party for tree pruning near his 
home.  Kathy will discuss the location of the trees in question with the neighbor to determine if the 
BFD has jurisdiction in the matter. 

b. Review of catch and drainage basins:   
The supervisors noted that in general the basins are functioning satisfactorily.  However, the drain 
near the boat ramp on the Gilmans’ property needs attention this spring.  Kathy will contact Bill 
Ross to request an analysis and proposal. 

c. Lawn maintenance at end of 8th and 9th Avenues: 
Kathy reported that she had contacted the Warwick Water Authority to request seeding of the area 
adjacent to the sidewalk that had been dug up last fall when the city researched the brown water 
issue in the neighborhood.  (The WWA had indicated last fall that it would return in the spring to re-
seed the area.)  The WWA representative told Kathy that they would send someone to the area to 
assess the work needed.  Kathy reported this to Bridget McAvoy, and she will follow up with Kathy 
later this month if the work is not started.   
 

 



5. New Business: 

a. BBA Update:  Susan Phipps was unable to attend the April meeting but a representative will come 
to the May meeting to share an update regarding the pending adverse possession matter.   

b. Anticipated committee expenses and preliminary FY15 budget:   
Kathy reported that the Tennis Committee has completed its budget for FY14.  There are no 
anticipated expenses from the Point Preservation Committee.  Kathy sent a request to the Casino 
Committee for its budget, including any anticipated capital expenses and is awaiting a reply from 
Kathy Falaguerra, Casino Committee Chair.  She will also follow up with Ginny Goldstein for this 
information. 

c. Road Repair/Potholes:  nothing significant was reported. 

d. Review nominations of all officers:   
Kathy will follow up with Mark McKenney regarding the requirement to nominate an auditor to 
review the treasurer’s and tax collector’s records and will report back at the May meeting.   

e. Buttonwoods Handbook:  Kathy will send a pdf of the handbook to the supervisors and discuss any 
edits at the May meeting. 

f. Repair of grilling pit and grates:  the supervisors surveyed the deteriorating condition of the 
barbeque pit and agreed to solicit proposals for the repair within the FY14 year, if possible. Kathy 
and Jon will get quotes and report back at the May meeting. 

g. Buttonwoods stickers:  Kathy reported that our supply of car stickers is running low.  Jon Pratt will 
order a new supply. 

Adjournment: 7:50 pm.    

Notes: 
 
The annual meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 17, 2014, at 7:00 P.M. 
 
The following topics are noted as gentle REMINDERS: 
 
Neighbors have asked the Supervisors to remind residents about parking vehicles on BBA property, 
day or overnight, particularly streets along the water.  There are NO PARKING signs posted, so we 
asked everyone’s cooperation, as it is always nice to have a clear unobstructed view across the bay.  It 
is understandable for residents or their guest to park as necessary for an occasional party or function in 
these areas.  
 
We all enjoy walking in our wonderful neighborhood so please do not forget to clean up after your 
pets, people DO notice, and it is your responsibility to clean up after Rover outside of your own yard 
and dispose of their waste appropriately.  Please do not place dog waste in the trash bins at the 
tennis courts. 
 
Trash Barrels – Be a considerate neighbor, remove your trash barrels from the road as soon as 
possible after trash pickup, and if feasible, locate them in a discreet area of your yard. 
 
Speed – The supervisors have received numerous complaints regarding vehicles driving in excess of 
the posted speed limits in the neighborhood, especially along Buttonwoods and Promenade Avenues.  
The speed limit on Buttonwoods Avenue is 25 mph, and changes to 15 mph at the second speed bump.  
The speed limit on all the other roads within the Buttonwoods community is 15 mph as posted, so 
please drive slowly, and remind all the drivers in your household to maintain these speed limits 
for the safety of all. 
 
PLEASE BE A KIND & CONSIDERATE NEIGHBOR! 
 


