
Tiverton Open Space and Land Preservation Commission

Minutes of June 17, 2013 Meeting at Town Hall, Tiverton, RI

Convened 7:04 p.m. Present: Dick Bixby, Dennis Culberson, Brian

Janes, Ginger Lacy, Gayle Lawrence, Garry Plunkett, Phil Schuyler,

Jim Spears and Martin VanHof. 

Administrative Announcements and Reports 

Lacy welcomed Jim Spears to the Commission and noted Dick

Bixby’s last meeting with sincere appreciation for his six years of

service to the commission and the town.

The May 2013 meeting minutes were reviewed, and approved. VanHof

noted that all missing minutes have now been posted on the web. 

Discussion of the treasurer’s report was postponed until the Fiscal

Plan discussion under old business. Lacy moved that the Fiscal Plan

be moved to the next item for discussion which was approved

unanimously. The treasurer’s report revealed $3738.38 remaining

between the combined balances in the Ft. Barton and Open Space

budget accounts. Expenditures for the purchase of a chainsaw and

accessories, and mowing, brush hogging, and stair

repair/replacement projects totaling that amount were discussed and

approved.  The treasurer’s report was accepted with edits.

Stewardship Reports



Weetamoo: Culberson noted that the meadow trail needed mowing.

High Hill Point: Plunkett reported that Josh has agreed to mow the

small grassy area on a monthly basis. Cost to be determined.

Highland Woods: The structure is gone from the property so the MOU

previously approved by Town Council is now in effect.

Ft. Barton Woods: Nothing in addition to the stair project already

reviewed during fiscal plan discussion.

 

Old Business

Properties Database: No updates. Concept reviewed for all.

Tree Poster Concept: No updates.

High Hill Management Plan: There were questions and comments

from the audience regarding the latest draft of the management plan.

It was clarified that “seasonal maintenance of property boundaries”

was not to establish a clear path or trail along the perimeter, rather to

maintain ability to find and confirm various boundary markers and

delineations. Guests expressed thanks for the commission’s

elimination of the two parking spaces contained in the previous

proposal in response to concerns raised at the previous meeting.

Some guests expressed concern about continued mowing and

cutting in the area conducted by unknown individuals. The

commission agreed to observe for this in the future. Residents were

encouraged to call police if they observed unauthorized activities of

any kind. A few minor edits were suggested to the June 17 draft plan

and it was unanimously approved as amended. (Copy attached.)

Election of New Officers: Plunkett proposed a slate of Janes and Lacy



as co-chairs, Plunkett as Stewardship Coordinator, Lawrence as

Grants and Education Coordinator, and Culberson as Treasurer. The

slate was unanimously approved.

New Business: None

Executive Session

Lawrence moved, Van Hof seconded to move into executive session

which was unanimously approved at 9:20 pm. Executive session

concluded at 9:44 pm

  

A motion for adjournment was unanimously approved at 9:45 pm.

Recorded by Janes.


