II.

Small Business Advocacy Council Meeting

Friday, September 22 2006
8:30 AM
Economic Development Corporation

Meeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 a.m.

In Attendance were:

Christopher Albert, Lieutenant Governor’s Office

Louis Soares, RI EDC

Sherri Carrera, RI EDC

Mark Deion, Deion Associates

Denise Barge, RI MIDC

Dennis Toprac, Center for Women & Enterprise

Karla Driscoll, North Kingstown Chamber of Commerce
Darlene Evans, South Kingstown Chamber of Commerce
Jim Hurton, Narragansett Chamber of Commerce

Jerry Meyer, East Greenwich Chamber of Commerce
Paula Hopkins, Greater Providence Chamber of Commerce
Kelly E. Carello, Secretary of State’s Office

John McMurdy, Brown University

Gregory Crawford, Brown University

Kara Neymeyr, Legislative Budget Analyst

Michael Franklin, Johnson & Wales University

Justin Aina, Urban Ventures

Natalie Myers, Providence Business News

Claudia Cornejo, Secretary of State’s Office

Ed Greene, Sage Business Consultants

Gip Cabral, Cabco Engineering

Phil Pappoojian, Mereco

Moe Paradise
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Approval of June 2006 Meeting Minutes

In the absence of the Chairman, Christopher Albert, Chief of Staff to the Lt. Governor, called for
the approval of the previous meeting minutes. A motion was made and seconded and the minutes
were approved unanimously.

Comments from the Chair

Members were encouraged to attend the Lieutenant Governor’s Property Tax Symposium on
Wednesday September 27th at CCRI Warwick Campus from 9:00 to 12:00 pm. Panel members
include The Honorable Scott Avedisian, The Honorable Senate Majority Leader Teresa Paiva-
Weed and Gary Sasse, Executive Director of The Rhode Island Public Expenditure Council.

Evaluating the Impact of Film & Television Production on the Rhode Island Economy
Steven Feinberg, Director Film & Television Olffice

Director Feinberg discussed some of the objectives that he has taken upon as Director, such as
raising the visibility RI because of its underexposed locations and accessibility. He also
discussed the tax incentive legislation that was introduced by the General Assembly and that has
allowed our State to compete with Canada and other countries. As part of the tax incentives, the
entertainment industry is expanding their internship and training programs which often use the
local unions & Teamsters’ lists of groups. Director Feinberg highlighted the over $150 million in
investments to our state’s economy by Showtime Studios’ “The Brotherhood”, “Hard Luck”,
“Underdog”, and “Dan in Real Life” among others. Director Feinberg also discussed the
plethora of opportunities for Rhode Island businesses that can benefit by providing services to the
entertainment industry, especially firms that provide services including accounting, payroll
processing, security services, office space, office supplies, and hotel, homes and car rentals. For
more information on the RI Film & Television Office please visit their website at:
www.film.ri.gov.

Entrepreneurship and Engineering - a Brown University Presentation
Dean of the School of Engineering, Gregory Crawford, PhD
John McMurdy, PhD Candidate in Biomedical Engineering

Brown University has created a Master’s Program (PRIME) in Innovation, Management and
Entrepreneurship. The Program aims at transforming theoretical applications into products that
can be commercialized. Mr. McMurdy and Dean Crawford’s presentation concentrated in the
epidemic of Anemia, which affects 3.5 million people in the United States and 2 billion
worldwide. McMurdy and his team developed a hand held optic sensor that shines a light into the
eye and determines by the way the light interacts with the blood vessels their hemoglobin
concentration. The whole process is non-evasive and the technology can be made available at a
cost of under $30 to physicians, blood banks and EMT’s.

RI EDC Update
Louis Soares, RI Economic Development Corporation.

Mr. Soares discussed the investment in wireless technology in our State and highlighted the City
of Newport as an example of this technology that was introduced to promote business efficiency.



Mr. Soares explained some of its applications such as real time movement of location
information, restaurant menus as well as attractions. Lastly, Mr. Soares discussed the work the
EDC does at helping small businesses navigate the different bureaucracies at the municipal and
the State level.

Adjournment

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM.



