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Small Business Advocacy Council Meeting

Friday, June 16, 2006
8:30 AM
Economic Development Corporation

Meeting Minutes

Lieutenant Governor Charles J. Fogarty, Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.

In Attendance were:

Lieutenant Governor Charles J. Fogarty, Chair

Louis Soares, RI EDC

Mark Deion, Deion Associates

Mark Hayward, US SBA

Jerry Meyer, East Greenwich Chamber of Commerce
Jim Hurton, Narragansett Chamber of Commerce
Lauren Slocum, Central Rhode Island Chamber of Commerce
Joe Cannon, CAS America

David Leaver, MIDC RI

Kelly E. Carello, Secretary of State’s Office

Sherri Carrera, RI EDC

Approval of May 5, 2006 Meeting Minutes

The Chairman called for the approval of the previous meeting minutes. A motion was made and
seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously.

Comments from the Chair

Lieutenant Governor Fogarty discussed the legislation before the Joint Committee on Health Care
Oversight with respect to healthcare assistance for small business and property tax relief, which
would make our state more economically competitive. Furthermore, he touched upon the range
of impact on housing, economic development and job growth that needs to be addressed related to
legislation discussed at our meetings. The Chairman expressed disappointment that the Sales Tax
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Holiday did not make it into the budget especially since the counsel has been supportive of it as a
pilot program to be implemented for two years to assess whether or not it will stimulate the
economy and most importantly give consumers a break. Lastly, he mentioned the Council’s
involvement with disaster preparedness and the participation of Nedrix at previous council
meetings. Chairman Fogarty introduced Robert Warren, Director of the Rhode Island Emergency
Management Agency (EMA).

Emergency Preparedness & the Business Community
Robert Warren, Director of RI Emergency Management Agency

Director Warren discussed the current hurricane preparedness plan that has been rewritten
including a checklist on a time frame within 72 hours of impact. The time has been divided into
24 hours increments as follow: 72 to 48 awareness /48 to 24 readiness/ and 24-storm standby and
capable of a response. Because of the changing nature of hurricane monitoring, the details
projecting this far out must be vague. However, the agency has looked at best practices from
other states including South Carolina, Florida, Texas and other coastal regions. Director Warren
discussed the coordinated efforts with the Rhode Island Department of Transportation to use their
message boards and traffic control centers to relay the appropriate information. He touched upon
some of the impact that the tourism industry would endure and highlighted the proactive
measures that Block Island has taken. He discussed the working relationship in the last 18
months between the hurricane centers plans and ongoing meetings with the local and private
sector as well as with interstate navigation to coordinate efforts. Lastly, Director Warren
expressed the importance of personal accountability stating that it was pivotal for businesses to
keep a supply for about 72 hours including currency, medication and a business/family
preparedness kit.

The Impact of the Rhode Island Property Taxes on Businesses
Gary Sasse, RI Public Expenditure Council Executive Director

Director Sasse, stated that reducing Rhode Island’s overall property taxes is the most critical
fiscal issue facing small businesses. He noted that Rhode Island property tax is 43 percent above
the national average, which meant that for every $1 dollar small businesses pay about 42 percent
goes into property taxes. Based on the council findings, the current system is out of balance
because of the structure of the state’s mandated increases in expenditures and their impact on the
delivery of services. Mr. Sasse would like to see more fiscal discipline built into the system as
well as the provision of incentives so that the government can set priorities and manage resources
efficiently. He discussed briefly a constitutional amendment to limit spending.

RI EDC Update
Louis Soares, RI Economic Development Corporation.

Mr. Soares discussed the funding provided by the General Assembly for the Innovation and
Research Projects including the Business Innovation Summit coming up in October as well as
250K provided to the Scientific Technology Advisory Council to continue with activities. Mr.
Soares gave an update on the Micro Business Loan Fund, which by June 30" will be closing on
12 projects. He also stressed the partnership with RI MIDC and his hopes that this relationship
continues in the future. Lastly, he showed council members a draft of the Regulatory Flexibility
Analysis Regulations Scorecard that would set a standard dialogue about the regulatory flexibility
analysis and whether or not they performed well.



Adjournment

Chairman Fogarty requested a motion for adjournment, which was made and seconded. The
meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM.



