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. Just below is a blue banner with the state motto “Hope”. All are in the center of a ring of 8 blue stars, in groups of 2 separated by the logos for Braille, hearing aids, low vision and amplified phone. 

Governor's Commission on Disabilities 

Executive Committee  
Monday, May 2, 2016  4:30 PM - 4:45 PM 

John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
 (voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 

(e-mail) gcd.disabilities@gcd.ri.gov (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 
Follow us on twitter@ri _disabilities 

 
Photo: People around a table working together 

Attendees: Rosemary Carmody, (Vice Chair) Casey Gartland; Jack Ringland;  
Absentees: Timothy Flynn (Chair.); Andrew Argenbright; Judi Drew; Sarah Everhart 
Skeels; Harvey Salvas; Linda Ward; & Gary Witman 
Staff: Bob Cooper, Executive Secretary & Hannah Vitello 

 
 

4:30 Call to Order and Acceptance of the Minutes, Timothy Flynn, Chair 
Vice Chair calls the meeting to order at 4:41 PM, in the absence of the Chair. 
Introductions of Commissioners and guests  

 

MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented 
Motion moved by JR, seconded by CG, passed unanimously 

  

Action Items: 
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 4:35 Commission’s Position on Bills and Budget Articles, Jack Ringland 
Vice Chair Legislation Committee 
Purpose/Goal: To make recommendations to the General Assembly and 
Governor on the impact of legislation on people with disabilities and their 
families 

 16 H 7454 Art. 14 An Article Relating To Caregivers / Compassion Centers  
 Rep. Gallison Requested by the Governor in the House Finance Committee 

This article restructures and expands regulation of Rhode Island’s medical marijuana system. 
The Department of Business Regulation (DBR) will regulate primary caregivers, compassion 
centers, cooperative cultivations, and a new class of cultivator licenses for people and 
businesses who wish to operate as wholesale suppliers of marijuana to compassion centers. 
The Department of Health will continue to regulate patients and a new group called authorized 
purchasers. This article implements a system requiring every medical marijuana plant in the 
state to be tagged, and tag holders will be charged an annual fee for each tag. This article also 
lowers the number of plants a qualifying patient or primary caregiver can grow, and decreases 
the surcharge on compassion centers from 4% to 3%. 

 Commission opposed, Medicinal marijuana should be treated the same as all other prescription 
drugs, not subject to sales or other "special fees, etc. The individual patients that having a 
prescription for medicinal marijuana often have other medical expenses, not covered by their 
health insurer. To be approved for medicinal marijuana the individual most have a debilitating 
medical condition such as cancer, glaucoma, positive status for human immunodeficiency 
virus, acquired immune deficiency syndrome, Hepatitis C, or the treatment of these conditions; 
chronic or debilitating disease or medical condition, or its treatment, that produces one or more 
of the following: cachexia or wasting syndrome; severe, debilitating, chronic pain; severe 
nausea; seizures, including but not limited to, those characteristic of epilepsy; or severe and 
persistent muscle spasms, including but not limited to, those characteristic of multiple sclerosis 
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or Crohn's disease; or agitation of Alzheimer's Disease; or any other medical condition or its 
treatment approved by the department of health. 
(House letter sent 3/28/2016) {Governor’s Office is sending a representative to the Legislation 
Committee meeting to discuss potential revisions of the budget article} 

 

 To oppose unless amended 16 H 7454 Art. 14 An Article Relating To 
Caregivers / Compassion Centers  
Motion moved by CG, seconded by JR, passed unanimously 

 16 H 7361 & S 2643 Acts Relating To Health and Safety - Personal Care Assistant 
Services 

 Rep. Naughton Requested by Attorney General Identical to S 2643 in the House Health, 
Education, & Welfare Committee  
Sen. Lombardi Requested by Attorney General Identical to H 7361in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee 
These acts would require registration of those individuals who provide personal care assistant 
services to a consumer. This act would authorize the department of health to supervise and 
investigate compliance with such issues as, consumer rights, the registration process, national 
criminal records checks and training for applicants.  
This act would take effect on January 1, 2017. 

 Commission opposed, Personal care assistants do not need continuing education. Initial 
training in independent living and consumer directed care, should be followed by specific 
consumer directed training - tailored to that consumer's needs. The consumer should 
determine any “refresher” training, as that person's needs change, not according to the 
calendar. Requiring personal care assistants to attend two (2) hours of continuing education 
training, biennially, is not needed.  
These are very low paying jobs, requiring registration and renewal fees will reduce the hours of 
service available. Fees whether for registration or the criminal records check, will ultimately 
come from the recipient of the services. 
This act treats the consumer/employer different from other criminal background checks in 
shifting from the employer to the Department of Health to judge whether a history of criminal 
behavior makes the applicant unqualified for the job. 
(House & Senate letters sent 3/4/2016) {Rep. Naughton has scheduled a meeting for 05/05/16 
of all interested parties to discuss/draft a Substitute of her bill & Sen. Lombardi’s} 

 
 

 MOTION: To oppose unless amended to mirror the Commission’s 2015 
draft Sub A 16 H 7361 & S 2643 Acts Relating To Health And Safety - 
Personal Care Assistant Services 
Motion moved by JR, seconded by CG, passed unanimously 

  

 

4:45 Adjournment, Timothy Flynn 
MOTION: To adjourn at 4:44 
Motion moved by CG, seconded by JR, passed unanimously 
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