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Governor's Commission on Disabilities 
Executive Committee 

Wednesday December 15, 2010 4–5:30 PM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 

Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 

(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov    
(website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

 

 
 

Attendees: Kate McCarthy-Barnett (Vice Chair); Rosemary Carmody; Bill Inlow; 
& Theresa Thoelke  

Absentees: Timothy Flynn (Chair.); Andy Agenbright; Judi Drew; Paul Harden; 
Ronald McMinn; Patricia Ryherd; & Linda Ward 

Guests: Joseph Reppucci (DoH), Tom Kane (CranstonArc, CEO) 

Staff: Bob Cooper, secretary & Harvey Salvas 
 

 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time

 
Clock graphic 

Call to Order and Acceptance of the 
Minutes 

Kate McCarthy Barnett, Vice 
Chairperson 

4:00

 Vice Chair calls the meeting to order at 4:05 PM 
Introductions of Commissioners and guests  

 
voting  check off 

graphic 

MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented TT/RC 
passed unanimously 

  

Action Items: 
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Legislation to Create a State Agency 
Purchasing Set-Aside for Community 
Rehabilitation Facilities 

Theresa Thoelke, Chair 
Disability Business 
Enterprise Committee 

4:05

 Purpose/Goal: To determine whether the Commission should support legislation 
creating a state agency purchasing set-aside for community rehabilitation facilities, as 
proposed by the Department of Behavioral Healthcare, Developmental Disabilities, 
and Hospitals 

 Discussion: Members reviewed the BHDDH concept paper and listened to Tom Kane 
of CranstonArc explain the concept. TT reported that no one from BHDDH attended 
the DBE Committee meeting @ 9:00 AM today, so the Committee was unable to take 
a position on the concept. 
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MOTION: To table until a bill to Create a State Agency Purchasing Set-
Aside for Community Rehabilitation Providers has been prepared BI/RC 
passed unanimously 

  

 
Balancing Budget graphic  

Approve the Revised the “Promoting 
Independence and Employment First” 
Report 

Bob Cooper, Executive 
Secretary 

4:15

mailto:disabilities@gcd.ri.gov
http://www.disabilities.ri.gov/


 Purpose/Goal: To approve the final “Promoting Independence and Employment First” 
report language  

 Discussion: The draft revisions were reviewed and additional information on RIde’s 
ridership was provided. 
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MOTION: To approve the revisions to the “Promoting Independence and 
Employment First” Report, as revised to include the Ride Ridership table. 
TT/RC passed unanimously 

  

 
Voting 

RI Disability Vote Project/CPN-RI Contract Rory Carmody, Chair 
Election Assistance 
Committee 

4:25

 Purpose/Goal: To renew the HAVA RI Disability Vote Project’s contract for 2011 
 Discussion: Memorandum of Agreement will be sent out Tuesday afternoon. 
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MOTION: To ratify the FFY1 2011 RI Disability Vote Project/CPN-RI 
Memorandum of Agreement BI/TT passed unanimously  
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Interview and Selection of Fellows Kate McCarthy Barnett 4:30

 Interviews scheduled for: 
4:30 Justin Pires – Bryant University (Arch. Access) – no show  
4:50 Krista Simeone URI (Legislative) via phone 
5:10 Sarah Lamontagne – CCRI (Legislative) 
General Questions asked in the past were: 

Questions for fellow applicants 
1. Concisely tell us about yourselves 
2. Example of Time management and meeting deadlines 
3. What attributes do you have that apply to the Commission’s work 
4. Computer skills 
5. Time constraint 
6. Do you have any questions or of us or is there anything else you feel we should know 

about you? 
It was suggested last Spring that we consider adding the following questions: 
7. Tell us about your experiences with people with disabilities 
8. How do you expect to utilize what you acquire during this fellowship, in the future? 
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MOTIONS: To appoint as the spring semester fellows: 
Sarah Lamontagne as the G. Frank Hanaway Architectural Access Fellow 
RC/BI passed unanimously 
 Krista Simeone as the Edward J. Schroeder Legislative Fellow TT/BI 
passed unanimously 
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Announcements 
 

Kate McCarthy Barnett 4:20 

                                 
1 FFY = Federal Fiscal Year 



 The RI Disability Vote Project members plan to attend the Inaugural 
ceremony, wearing red scarves w/ RIDVP.   
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Agenda and Scheduling the Next Meeting Kate McCarthy Barnett 4:25

 The Executive Committee meetings the 3rd Mondays 4 – 5:30 PM: 02/21; 
06/20 (spring & fall fellowship interviews); 08/29*; 10/17; and 12/05 
(winter fellowship interviews) 

 Next meeting will be on Monday February 21, 2011 from 4 – 5:30 PM.   
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Adjournment Kate McCarthy Barnett 4:30
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Vice Chair adjourned the meeting at 5:30 PM 

 


