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Description of graphic: RI State Seal an anchor in gold behind a blue wheelchair logo. Just below is a blue banner with the state motto “Hope”. All are in the center of a ring of 8 blue stars, in groups of 2 separated by the logos for Braille, hearing aids, low vision and amplified phone. 

 

Governor's Commission on 
Disabilities 
Ad Hoc Committee on 
Communications Strategies 
Friday August 17, 2007 3 – 4:30 PM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court,  
Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

Attendees: Kate McCarthy-Barnett (Chair); Paul Choquette; Judi Drew; Timothy Flynn; 
& Patricia Ryherd 

---------- Minutes ---------- 
Call to Order  Kate McCarthy-Barnett, Chairperson 5 min.
Chair called the meeting to order at 3 PM 
Action Items: Discussion Leader: Time: 
1. Developing a Communication Strategy Kate McCarthy-Barnett 80 min.
 

 Discussion: Actual FY 07 and Proposed FY 08 & FY 09 Communications & Media Budget: 
 Activity FY 07 

Actual 
FY 08  

Supplemental
FY 09 Current Service 

Level  Request  

 Able Too…      $5,128 $3,798 $0
 Communications & Media Services $8,419 $9,408 $15,435
 Website Maintenance Services $0 $10,880 $3,690
 Advocacy/Awareness Employees Salary 

& Benefits  
$35,868 $37,599 $32,801

 Mary Brennan Fellowships $7,548 $16,819 $15,525
 The Commission’s communications strategy should be built around individual Rhode Islanders with 

disabilities stories.   

 MOTION: To adopt the 5 key elements of a unified communications strategies: 
1. Identify target audience;  
2. Develop message 
3. Select medium 
4. Develop & implement specify communications strategies 
5. Evaluation. PR/TF passed unanimously  

 

 Items to be accomplished before the next meeting: Person responsible: Deadline:
A Come to the next meeting with message ideas Everyone  
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Announcements and Scheduling of Meetings Kate McCarthy-Barnett 5 min.
Next meeting will be on: August 30th  Starting at: 3 PM 
Adjournment: Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 4:25 PM 
Secretary: Bob Cooper 
 


