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50th 
Anniversary 

50th Anniversary Planning Committee
Wednesday, December 6, 2006 3:30pm-5:00pm

Governor's Commission on Disabilities
 John O. Pastore Center

41 Cherry Dale Court
Cranston, RI 02920

(voice) 401-462-0104 (tty) 462-0101 (fax) 462-0106
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov  

(website) www.disabilities.ri.gov

Minutes 
Staff:  Christine Botts 
Attendees: Mark Brodeur (RITD), Rich Hite (SOS), (GCD), Lisa McKay (GCD), 

Susan Shepardson (DOH), Arthur Plitt, Vivian Balcom, Holly Longley 
(IRS) 

1 Call to Order, Introductions and Acceptance of Minutes Chris Botts 
Discussion: Chris Botts called the meeting to order at 3:39 PM.  
Motion: A motion was made to accept the minutes of the last meeting as presented. RH/VB 
Passed unanimously 
2 Update on Free Tax Preparation Workshop for people 

with disabilities 
Holly Longley, IRS 

Discussion: The IRS, along with the Governor’s Commission on Disabilities, AARP, and 
VITA/TEC will be sponsoring the free tax preparation workshop.The dates for the 
workshop will be held on Thursday, February 17th and Saturday, February 22nd. The income 
limit to participate is $39,000. To date there are 18 sites throughout Rhode Island that will 
be participating. AARP mentioned advertising this event with posters at each of the AARP 
sites. Currently, AARP nor the IRS have the funding to print the posters. The committee 
discussed printing posters for the AARP sites as well as several other sites. Also, Including 
posters in spanish will benefit several of the sites in Central Falls and Pawtucket. 
Other additional ideas to advertise the workshop included writing press releases, and 
contacting the Governor’s office to distribute information about this workshop. 
Motion: To allot up to $100 of the 50th Anniversary funds to create and print posters and 
flyers for the free tax preparation workshop. 
SS/LM passed unanimously 
3   Update on Disability Film Festival Chris Botts 
Discussion: The film festival is scheduled for Wednesday, March 28th at the Sapinsly 
Theatre at Rhode Island College. The event will take place from 6-9pm. The agent for Keith 
Cavhill, featured in the movie has been contacted to arrange for Keith to come to the 
screening and do a Q & A afterwards. We have not heard back from the agent. The cost for 
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renting the theatre is $100 plus services which include, a technical director, technicians, a 
house manager, fire marshall and housekeeping. The additional services can cost between 
$500 and $700. The committee agreed that having promotional items to give as a door prize 
and having free food at the event might increase ticket sales. Chris Botts contacted Ann 
Roccio, director of Disability Services, to inform her of the screening and get the College 
more involved. Ann offered to contact several professors at RIC and see if they would be 
interested in either promoting the event or putting the screening on the course syllabus for a 
class requirement. The committee agreed that the students that are attending as a class 
requirement will not have to pay for a ticket. Any money raised through ticket sales or door 
prizes will be donated to the paralympics. 
4 Grant Opportunities Chris Botts 
Discussion: The National Disability Institute is offering mini grants up to $2000 for tax free 
preparation and media coverage. We cannot apply for this grant because the Executive 
Committee needs to approve any grant applications. The RI Foundation is a possible 
funding source for either the Home Modification workshop or the workshop for Emergency 
Preparedness for people with disabilities. 
5 Promotional Items for events Chris Botts 
Discussion: The committee discussed giving away -2- ipods at the Disability Film festival. 
They suggested that students might attend this event at the chance to win an ipod. 
6 Other Workshops Chris Botts 
Discussion: The Home Modification workshop that was originally planned for January 2007 
was moved to April 19, 2007.  The workshop planned for January is a workshop for 
Architects on ADA accessibility guidelines. Kathy Gips from Adaptive Environments and 
Harvey Salvas, State ADA Coordinator have been contacted to be the presenters in this 
interactive workshop. The architects will present questions about specific projects and 
general questions about adaptive re-use projects. The date for this workshop will be 
determined in the following week. 
7 Update on 50th Anniversary Planner                                Chris Botts             
Discussion: The Committee reviewed the resumes of two potential candidates for the 50th 
Anniversary Event planner position. The candidates are Meghan Potter from North 
Kingstown and Jeanne D’Agostino from Cumberland. The committee agreed that the 
candidates should be asked the same questions. Several questions the 50th Anniversary 
Committee would like answered are the following:  
1. What is your experience in raising money for events? 
2. Have you worked with people with disabilities and what was your experience? 
3. What experience have you had in planning educational events? 
4. How would you plan an event like the Waterfire event? 
The committee discussed having the next meeting on January 24th at 3:30-5:00pm in the 
GCD conference room. 
8 Adjourn Meeting was adjourned at 4:40 PM 
 
 
 
 


