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50th Anniversary Planning Committee 
Wednesday, November 1, 2006, 3:30pm-5:00pm

Governor's Commission on Disabilities
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court

Cranston, RI 02920
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov  

(website) www.disabilities.ri.gov

Attendees: Paul Choquette (Chair), , Vivian Balcom (RIEDC), Rich Hite (State 
Archives), Susan Shepardson (DoH), Lisa McKay (Commissioner), 
Ron McMinn (Commissioner)  
Staff: Christine Botts (GCD) 

Minutes 
1 Call to Order and Introductions Paul Choquette, Chair 
Discussion: Chair calls the meeting to order at 3:40PM.  
Motion:  To accept the minutes from the previous meeting. RMc/RH passed unanimously 
2 Debrief on Fogarty & Vanni Awards Paul Choquette 
Discussion:  The committee agreed that the 50th Anniversary kickoff with the Fogarty & 
Vanni awards went extremely well and there was a good turnout. Paul Choquette made a 
point that the committee should include all the former commissioners to all of the events 
and to include them as much as possible. Paul Choquette and Chris Botts spoke with 
Jeannine Chartier from VSA arts at the awards. Jeannine offered her assistance to the 50th 
Anniversary Committee with the Disability Film Festival. 
3 Home Modification and Assitive Technology Workshop Chris Botts 
Discussion:  C. Botts stated that she will be meeting with Pat Ryherd (ORS), Lorna Ricci 
(OSCIL), and Leo Canuel (PARI), to brainstorm on the home modification and assistive 
technology workshop.  The workshop is scheduled to take place in late January. The 
meeting will be at the OSCIL office on November 20, 2006 at 9:00AM. Paul Choquette 
thought it would be a good idea to include Tech Access. C. Botts will contact Judy Carlson 
at Tech Access. 
Motion: To form a subcommittee to help plan the Home Modification/Assistive 
Technology workshop. Anyone who wants to volunteer can contact Chris Botts at the 
GCD.   RMc/RH passed unanimously 
The committee discussed potential ways to increase participation of the Home Mod 
workshop and other events. The committee agreed that the workshops need to target a 
specific group, possibly get an article in the Providence Journal about the 50th Anniversary 



Page 2 

and all the planned activities, and have a calendar of events that gets sent out periodically 
through mailing lists from the committee. 
Also, contacting the manager for Ms. Wheelchair RI to see if she would be available to 
attend any of the upcoming events. 
4 Update on Free Tax Preparation Workshop and the Disability Film 

Festival 
Chris Botts 

Discussion:  C. Botts stated that the dates for the tax preparation workshop are scheduled 
for Saturday, February 17, 2007 and Thursday, February 22, 2007. To date there are 9 
VITA sites that are scheduled. C. Botts will be meeting with Holly Longly (IRS) and 
AARP to discuss including some AARP sites on the same dates. A complete schedule 
should be available by the next meeting in December. 
Discussion: Paul Choquette stated he like the idea of having the screening of the movie 
Murderball at the Najarian Center, RIC. This facility is a newer building and is accessible. 
There is also ample parking. C. Botts has contacted Keith Cavhill (Murderball) about 
participating in this event by offering a Q & A after the screening. The organization 
Participate.net distributes the movie and helps raise money for the sports wheelchairs that 
are in the movie. This organization would require our Committee to raise money to donate 
for the sports wheelchairs and in return would send Keith Cavhill to Rhode Island to 
participate in this event. The possible dates for the film festival are March 7, 2007 or 
March 28, 2007. 

5 Brainstorming of fundraising for the ParaOlympics Chris Botts 
Discussion: The committee agreed that having a raffle or giveaways would be a good way 
to increase attendence. Another possibility would be to get a sports personality to sign 
autographs or have sports memorabilia to auction.  
Discussion:  Sue Shephardson from the Department of Health discussed an upcoming 
Health and Fitness Expo with Children with Disabilities and their families. She asked the 
committee if the Commission on Disabilities could be a co-sponsor for the event.  
Motion: To co-sponsor the Health and Fitness Expo with the Dept. of Health. RH/VB 
passed unanimously 
6.  New Business 
 Discussion:  Paul Choquette stated that the hiring of the events coordinator has been put 
on hold until some issues can be worked out with the new contract employer, Smart 
Staffing. He hopes the issues will be resolved and the job will be posted soon. 
Discussion: C. Botts will set up another meeting with City Year to discuss the fundrasing 
and publicity opportunities. 
Discussion: R. McMinn stated that Hasbro should be on the list of potential sponsors. 
Adjourned at: 4:55 RH/VB passed unanimously 
 
 


