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LEGISLATION COMMITTEE
Monday January 9, 2006 3:00 PM to 4:30 PM

Governor's Commission on Disabilities
John O. Pastore Center (Formerly the Howard Center)

- 41 Cherry Dale Court
Cranston, RI 02920

(voice) 401-462-0100 (tty) 462-0101 (fax) 462-0106
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov  

(website) www.disabilities.ri.gov
Secretary: Bob Cooper 
Attendees: Paul Choquette (Chair); Raymond Bandusky; Jeanne Behie; Sharon 

Brinkworth; Marie Strauss; Linda Deschenes; Bill Inlow; Kate 
McCarthy-Barnett, EdD; Kenneth Pariseau; Arthur M. Plitt; Gwen 
Reeve; & Janet Spinelli 

Excused: Tim Flynn (Vice Chair); Rosemary C. Carmody; Joseph Corrente; 
Elaina Goldstein; Liberty Goodwin; Scott A. Greco; Karen O'Connell 
Lyons; Rev. Gerard O. Sabourin 

Minutes 
3:00 PM Call to Order and acceptance of minutes Tim Flynn, Vice Chair 
Discussion: Chair calls the meeting to order at 3:05 PM. 
Members and guests introduce themselves 
MOTION: To accept the minutes as presented LD/KMcB passed unanimously 
3:05 PM Draft Legislation Bob Cooper & invited representatives of the

Abuse of Non-Elderly Adults with 
Severe Impairments 

Attorney General, MHRH, & DEA 

Discussion: Bob reported that the Governor’s Cabinet on Chronic and Long Term Care 
Term will be discussing this issue at their Thursday January 12th meeting. Members 
discussed the bill and felt that whichever agency is designated should consider the 
experience DEA has administering the Elder Protective Service. 
MOTION: To direct the staff to revise and submit a bill the Abuse of Non-Elderly Adults 
with Severe Impairments bill, based on the outcome of the January 12th meeting of the 
Governor’s Cabinet on Chronic and Long Term Care that designates as the provider of 
protective services the department of: Elderly Affairs; Human Services; or Mental Health, 
Retardation & Hospitals. The staff is further directed to recommend to the cabinet that 
they take into consideration the experience DEA has in providing elder protective service. 
If the cabinet does not design an agency, staff should, to ensure submission of the bill prior 
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to the filing deadline. AP/MS unanimously.  
Health Care Insurance Advocate Attorney General 

Discussion: Jennifer Lindbeck from the Attorney General’s Office spoke about the role of 
their Health Insurance Advocate (system change rather than individual advocacy). 
Committee members felt the existing Health Insurance Advocate law includes individual 
advocacy, and maybe all that it needed as requiring insurers to include contact information 
about the AG’s Health Care Advocate and DBR’s Health Insurance Commissioner’s 
office.  
MOTION: To direct the staff to draft and submit a bill to require health care insurance 
carriers include in the “denial of service” notification the contact information for the 
Health Care Advocate and Health Insurance Commissioner in addition to the health 
insurance carrier’s appeal process. RB/AP passed unanimously 
Accessibility for People Affected by Household Chemicals Department of Health 

Discussion: Members and guests reviewed the bill and decided to change the title to more 
accurately reflect the broader scope of environmental hazards. 
MOTION: To adopt the Accessibility for People Affected by Household Chemicals bill as 
revised the title to read “Related to Indoor Air and Environmental Quality” KP/LD passed 
unanimously. 
4:00 PM Review of Pre-filed Bills Tim Flynn 
Discussion: Bob explained the procedures for members to place bills on meeting agenda’s 
by the Friday prior to the meeting, to allow for the 48hr posting of a revised agenda that 
includes the list of bills.  
Adjourned at:  4:39 PM 
Resource Person: Jennifer Lindbeck, Attorney General’s Office & Dori Blacker, 

consumer. 
 




