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Governor's Commission on 
Disabilities 
Legislation Committee  
Monday July 7, 2008 3 – 4:30 PM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court,  
Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0100 (tty) 462-0101 (fax) 462-0106 
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

Attendees: Timothy Flynn (Chair); Kate McCarthy-Barnett (Vice Chair); Sharon 
Brinkworth;  Liberty Goodwin; William R. Inlow; Katherine Lowe; Arthur 
M. Plitt; Gwendolyn Reeve; Janet Spinelli; & Linda Ward 

Excused: Raymond Bandusky; Jeanne Behie; Rosemary C. Carmody; Paul 
Choquette; Linda  Deschenes; Deborah Garneau; Elaina Goldstein; Paula 
Parker; Ken Pariseau; Rev. Gerard O. Sabourin; &  Michael Spoerri 

---------- Minutes ---------- 
Call to Order and Acceptance of the Minutes Tim Flynn Chairperson 5 min.
 Introductions: Chair called the meeting to order of 3:05 pm.  

MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented KMcB/AP passed 
unanimously 
Action Items: Discussion Leader: Time: 
1. Report on Commission’s Legislative Package 
Status 

Bob Cooper, Executive 
Secretary 

20 min.
 

Commission 
Position 

Successful Outcome Unsuccessful Outcome % 
Success 

Commission Supports 
this bill 11 

6 Signed by Governor, 2 Transmitted to 
Governor 

3 Continued 72.7%

Commission Supports 
this bill if its 
amended  3 

 1 Signed by Governor, 1 
Passed and Transferred, 1 
Indefinitely Postponed 

0.0%

Commission Opposes 
this bill  4 

2 Withdrawn by sponsor, 1 Indefinitely 
Postponed 

1 Signed by Governor 75.0%

Commission Opposes 
this bill unless its 
amended  4 

1 Indefinitely Postponed 3 Signed by Governor 33.3%

Committee finds this 
bill Beneficial  13 

2 Effective without Governor's 
signature, 1 Transmitted to Governor, 1 
Passed in Concurrence (awaiting 
transmittal to Governor 

2 Vetoed by Governor, 1 
Passed and Transferred, 2 
Continued, 4 In Committee 

30.8%
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Commission 
Position 

Successful Outcome Unsuccessful Outcome % 
Success 

Committee finds this 
bill Beneficial if 
amended  6 

 1 Signed by Governor, 3 
Continued, 2 In Committee 

0.0%

Neutral now that it 
has been amended  4 

2 Signed by Governor, 2 Continued  100.0%

Committee finds this 
bill Harmful  3 

1 Withdrawn by sponsor, 1 Continued, 
1 In Committee 

 100.0%

Committee finds this 
bill Harmful unless 
amended  1 

1 Recommend No Passage  100.0%

Total: 49 24 25 48.9%
Monitor this bill  4: 2 Vetoed by Governor, 2 Continued 
No Position on this bill  179: 16 Signed by Governor, 3 Effective without Governor's signature, 15 
Transmitted to Governor, 10 Resolutions Adopted, 1 Recommend Passage, 3 Passed and Transferred, 67 
Continued, 7 Indefinitely Postponed, 1 Recommitted, 52 In Committee, 4 Withdrawn by sponsor 
Grand Total 232 bills & budget articles reviewed   
  The Commission Position: Commission supports these bills 
Signed by Governor 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 01 Sub A as Amended AN ARTICLE RELATING TO RHODE ISLAND MEDICAID REFORM 
ACT Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   Public Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 02 Sub A as Amended Office of Health and Human Services Sponsor:  Rep. Watson Public Law 2008 
Chapter -100 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 08 Sub A as Amended Long-Term Care Re-balancing System Reform Goal Sponsor: Rep. Watson 
Public Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 09 - 10 Sub A as Amended Family Court & the RI Training School Sponsor:  Rep. Watson Public 
Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 08 H-7390 Art. 20 Sub A AN ARTICLE RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - HEALTH ACCOUNT Sponsor: Rep. 
Watson   Public Law 2008 Chapter - 100 
 08 H-7390 Art. 21 Sub A RELATING TO GENERAL PUBLIC ASSISTANCE - HARDSHIP Sponsor:  Rep. Watson Public 
Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission supports these bills - Signed by Governor: 6 
Transmitted to Governor 
 08 H-7235   AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES - ZONING ORDINANCES Sponsor:  Rep. Kilmartin Identical 
to S 2290 & S 2697 Sub A Governor's Office 
 08 S-2697 Sub A AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES - ZONING ORDINANCES Sponsor: Sen. Levesque Sub 
A is identical to H 7235 & S 2290  
 Total of GCD Bills Commission supports these bills - Transmitted to Governor: 2 
Continued 
 08 S-2290 AN ACT RELATING TO CITIES AND TOWNS -- ZONING ORDINANCES Sponsor: Sen. Levesque Identical 
to H 7235 & S 2697 Sub A Senate Housing and Municipal Government Committee 
 08 H-7319 AN ACT RELATING TO COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE - GOVERNMENTAL TORT LIABILITY 
STATE BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS Sponsor:  Rep. Fox   House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7023 AN ACT RELATING TO FAMILY COURT - JURISDICTION Sponsor: Rep. Gemma House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission supports these bills - Continued: 3 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission supports these bills - 11 

The Commission Position: Commission supports this budget article if it’s amended 
Signed by Governor 
 08 H-7390 Art. 10 former 17 Sub A RELATING TO MEDICAL ASSISTANCE -- MANAGED CARE Sponsor: Rep. 
Watson Public Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission supports this budget article if it’s amended - Signed by Governor: 1 
Passed and Transferred 
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 08 H-7162 Sub A AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- OFFICE OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES Sponsor:  Rep. Costantino   Senate Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission supports this bill if it’s amended - Passed and Transferred: 1 
Indefinitely Postponed 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 04 old Sub A Health Care for Families Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House Finance  
 Total of GCD Bills Commission supports this bill if it’s amended - Indefinitely Postponed: 1 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Supports this bill if it’s amended - 3 

The Commission Position: Commission opposes these budget articles 
Withdrawn by sponsor 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 17 old Sub A AN ARTICLE RELATING TO RHODE ISLAND MEDICAID REFORM ACT  
 Long Term Home Health Care - Alternative to Placement in a Skilled Nursing or Intermediate Care Facility Sponsor: Rep. 
Watson House Finance Committee 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 29 Sub A AN ARTICLE RELATING TO RHODE ISLAND MEDICAID REFORM ACT {Rhode 
Island Assisted Housing Living Waiver} Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission opposes these budget articles - Withdrawn by sponsor: 2 
Indefinitely Postponed 
 08 H-7390 Art. 09 Sub A AN ARTICLE RELATING TO EDUCATION AID Sponsor: Rep. Watson House Finance 
Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Opposes this budget article - Indefinitely Postponed: 1 
Signed by Governor 
 08 H-7390 Art. 08 formerly 42 Sub A AN ARTICLE RELATING TO ELDERLY AFFAIRS PROGRAMS Sponsor: Rep. 
Watson Public Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission opposes this budget article - Signed by Governor: 1 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission opposes these budget articles - 4 
  The Commission Position: Commission opposes this bill unless it’s amended 
Signed by Governor 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 05 - 06 Sub A as Amended Health Care for Elderly and Disabled Residents Sponsor: Rep. Watson   
Public Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 14 Sub A as Amended Medical Assistance- Antipsychotic Prescription Drugs Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   
Public Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 16 new# Sub A as Amended Emergency Rules and Regulations Sponsor:  Rep. Watson  Public Law 
2008 Chapter -100 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission opposes this bill unless it’s amended - Signed by Governor: 3 
Indefinitely Postponed 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 15 Sub A Cost Sharing for Disabled Children Sponsor: Rep. Watson House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission opposes this bill unless it’s amended - Indefinitely Postponed: 1 
 Total of GCD Bills Commission Opposes this bill unless it’s amended - 4 

 
The Commission Position: Legislation Committee found this bill Beneficial 

Transmitted to Governor 
 08 S-2679 Sub A as Amended AN ACT RELATING TO BUSINESSES AND PROFESSIONS - THE RHODE ISLAND 
HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE ACT OF 2008 Sponsor:  Sen. Paiva-Weed Identical to H 7409 Governor's Office 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Beneficial - Transmitted to Governor: 2 
Passed in Concurrence 
 08 H-7409 Sub A as Amended AN ACT RELATING TO BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONS - THE RHODE ISLAND 
HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE ACT OF 2008 Sponsor:  Rep. Kilmartin Identical to S 2679 Sub A as Amended 
Senate Desk 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Beneficial - Passed in Concurrence: 1 
Passed and Transferred 
 08 S-3121 Sub A AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - HEALTH AND SAFETY AND STATEWIDE 
TRANSPORTATION OF PUPILS Sponsor:  Sen. Paiva-Weed Identical to H 8249 House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Beneficial - Passed and Transferred: 1 
Vetoed by Governor 
 08 H-7361 AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1990 
Sponsor:  Rep. Walsh Identical to S 2143 House Desk 
 08 S-2143 Sub B AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1990 
Sponsor:  Sen. Connors Identical to 7361 Senate Desk 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial - Vetoed by Governor: 2 
In Committee 
 08 S-2156 AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL AND MUNICIPAL PLAYGROUND SAFETY Sponsor: 
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Sen. Blais Senate Finance Committee 
 08 S-2194 AN ACT RELATING TO PROPERTY -- RHODE ISLAND FAIR HOUSING PRACTICES ACT Sponsor: Sen. 
Metts Senate Judiciary Committee 
 08 H-8113 AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - FAMILY INDEPENDENCE ACT Sponsor: Rep. Dennigan   
House Finance Committee 
 08 S-2223 Sub A as Amended AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - MEDICAL ASSISTANCE - LONG-TERM 
CARE SERVICE AND FINANCE REFORM Sponsor: Sen. Perry Similar to H 7390 Art. 17 Sec. 08 House Finance 
Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial - In Committee: 4 
Effective without Governor's signature 
 08 S-2130 Sub A AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- HEALTH AND SAFETY OF PUPILS Sponsor: Sen. Gallo 
Identical to H 7463 Sub A & similar to H 7125 Public Law 2008 Chapter -090 
 08 H-7463 Sub A AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- HEALTH AND SAFETY OF PUPILS Sponsor: Rep. Baldelli-
Hunt Identical to S 2130 Sub A Public Law 2008 Chapter -086 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial –  

Effective without Governor's signature: 2 
Continued 
 08 S-2282 AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - MEDICAL ASSISTANCE - LONG-TERM  CARE SERVICE 
AND FINANCE REFORM Sponsor:  Sen. Perry Similar to S 2223 Senate Health and Human Services Committee 
 08 H-8249   N ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - HEALTH AND SAFETY AND STATEWIDE TRANSPORTATION 
OF PUPILS Sponsor:  Rep. Jacquard Identical to S 3121 House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial - Continued: 2 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial - 13 
  The Commission Position: Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial if amended 
Signed by Governor 
 08 H-7176 Sub A AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL PROCEDURE -- ELDERLY VIOLENCE PREVENTION ACT 
Sponsor:  Rep. Naughton Public Law 2008 Chapter -161 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Beneficial if amended – Signed by Governor: 1 
In Committee 
 08 H-7205 AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY OF PUPILS Sponsor: Rep. Silva House  Health, Education, 
& Welfare Committee 
 08 H-7384 AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - RHODE ISLAND HOUSING AND 
MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION Sponsor:  Rep. Naughton Similar to H 7990 House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial if amended - In Committee: 2 
Continued 
 08 H-7098   AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY -- TOXIC CHEMICALS IN CHILDREN'S PRODUCTS 
Sponsor:  Rep. Rice   House Health, Education, & Welfare Committee 
 08 S-2089   AN ACT RELATING TO MOTOR AND OTHER VEHICLES - RHODE ISLAND PROTECTION FROM 
SECONDHAND SMOKE FOR CHILDREN ACT OF 2008 Sponsor:  Sen. Sosnowski Senate Judiciary Committee 
 08 H-7990   AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT -- RHODE ISLAND HOUSING AND 
MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION Sponsor:  Rep. Naughton Similar to H 7384 House Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial if amended - Continued: 3 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Beneficial if amended - 6 
  The Commission Position: Neutral now that it has been amended 
Signed by Governor 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 12 Sub A as Amended Elderly Affairs Department - Duties of the department Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   
Public Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 08 H-7390 Art. 17 Sec. 13 Sub A as Amended Home and Community Services to the Elderly Sponsor:  Rep. Watson   Public 
Law 2008 Chapter -100 
 Total of GCD Bills Neutral now that it has been amended - Signed by Governor: 2 
Continued 
 08 S-2960   AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY Sponsor: Sen. Levesque Identical to H 8271 Senate Health 
and Human Services Committee 
 08 H-8271   AN ACT RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY Sponsor: Rep. Naughton Identical to S 2960 House Health, 
Education, & Welfare Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Neutral now that it has been amended - Continued: 2 
 Total of GCD Bills Neutral now that it has been amended - 4 
  The Commission Position: Legislation Committee found these bills Harmful 
Withdrawn by sponsor 
 08 H-7567 AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS Sponsor:  
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Rep. Loughlin Identical to H 2133 House Health, Education, & Welfare  
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Harmful - Withdrawn by sponsor: 1 
In Committee 
 08 S-2133 AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS Sponsor:  
Sen. Gibbs Identical to H 7567 Senate Finance Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Harmful - In Committee: 1 
Continued 
 08 H-7206 AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - - MANDATES Sponsor: Rep. Corvese House Health, Education, & 
Welfare Committee 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Harmful - Continued: 1 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found these bills Harmful - 3 
  The Commission Position: Legislation Committee found this bill Harmful unless amended 
Recommend No Passage 
 08 H-8385 AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION Sponsor: Rep. Ajello House Desk 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Harmful unless amended - Recommend No Passage: 1 
 Total of GCD Bills Legislation Committee found this bill Harmful unless amended - 1 
2. Planning for the Public Forums Tim Flynn 

Public Forums on the Concerns of People with Disabilities and their Families 
Date & Time Confirmed Public Forum Locations Host Area Covered 

Monday July 21st 
1:30 – 3 PM 

Barrington Public Library’s Gallery,  
281 County Road, Barrington 

Statewide Independent 
Living Council  

Bristol County 

Tuesday July 22nd  
3 – 5 PM 

Independence Square II, Independence 
Way, Kingston Route 136 just West of 
URI campus 

Rhodes to 
Independence 

Washington 
(South) County 

Wednesday July 
23rd 2 – 4 PM 

Warwick Public Library, Community 
Rm 
600 Sandy Lane, Warwick 

Ocean State Center for 
Independent Living 

Kent County 

Thursday July 
24th 10 – 11:30 
AM 

Cumberland Library, Community 
Room 
1464 Diamond Hill Road, Cumberland 

PARI Independent 
Living Center 

Northern RI  

Thursday July 
24th  3 – 5 PM 

Middletown Public Library’s 
Community Rm. 700 West Main Road, 
Middletown 

Looking Upwards Newport County 

Friday July 25th 

 4 – 6 PM 
RI Department of Administration  
Conference Room B One Capitol Hill, 
Providence 

RI Department of 
Health 

Greater 
Providence 

 Items to be accomplished before the Forums: 
1 Send invitations to local & state elected officials 
2 Send press releases to the local media 
3 Secure several panelists for each forum: 
A Compile list of panelists for each forum & email to hosts 
B Arranged staff for each forum 
4 Provide hosts with: 
A List of panelists & name cards 
B Forum Banner for posting (outside main entrance & outside room) 
C Directional signs from entrance to room 
D Sign in sheets 
E Checklist/Guidance 
F Reminder – sheets for panelists 



Page 6 
 

G 30+ copies of Forum Handout  
H Copies of last years Forum Report 

Announcements and Scheduling of Meetings Chairperson 5 min.
 Next meeting will start the review of the testimony from the public forums 

Next meeting will be on: Monday September 15th Starting at: 3 PM 
Adjournment: Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 4:32 pm 
Observers: Kathleen Fresher-Samways 
Resource persons: Bob Cooper, Committee Staff 
 


