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Meeting Minutes for the 
Governor's Commission on Disabilities 

Election Assistance Committee 
Tuesday, March 22nd, 2016 @ 2:00pm  

John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 
Cranston, RI 02920-3049 

 (voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 
(E-mail) Christopher.DeGrave@gcd.ri.gov (Website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

 

 

Attendees: Rory Carmody, Casey Gartland, Grace Pires, Kate Bowden, Arthur 
Plitt, Regina Connor, Robert Rock (SOS Office)  

Guests: None Present.  
 

Staff:  Christopher DeGrave, Bob Cooper, Hannah Vitello (Fellow) 
 

 

 

2:00pm--- Call to Order and Acceptance of the Minutes, Rory Carmody, Chair 
 

Chair calls the meeting to order at: 2:00pm  
 
Introductions of Committee Members & Guests   
 

 

MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented. 
 

Motion moved by: Arthur Plitt  
Seconded by: Robert Rock  
 
Motion Passes Unanimously  
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 Potential MOTION:  None at this time.   
        

        
 

     
 
 
 

 

  
 

2:25pm ---- HAVA Budget Update,    Christopher DeGrave- RIGCD Staff  

 

 

 

Purpose/Goal: To discuss and review the remaining HAVA funds for the 2016 
Election Cycle and spending timeline.  

 

Discussion:  

 Remaining Funding Update- Approx. 22,843.50 remaining 
 Approx. $10,454 is not obligated for staff time/ costs and can be allocated.  
 SOS Office- Looking into paying for RIPTA bus fares during election and 

investigating costs/ benefit from other states. Estimated costs: 35-40k.  
 Budgeting for $2500 for emergency repairs or ramp rentals 
 RI Disability Law Center – Looking into a RIPTA Bus Advertisement Program- 

Estimated cost approx. $10,000. Requesting aid of the RIGCD HAVA funds if 

 

Action Items: 
 
 

2:15pm--- Voter Technology Committee Update, Robert Rock (SOS Office)   

Purpose/Goal: To review the latest meetings of the Voting Technology Committee  

Discussion: 
 New Technologies Discussion:  No new voting equipment will be in-place for the 

PPP Election. SOS Office hoping to have equipment ready for Sept Primary & 
November General.  Some testing/ trial use will take place during city/town 
financial elections in May/June. This equipment is funded in the FY17 budget.  

 Electronic Poll Books- Pilot program in Sept 2016 election planned. This is a 
separate RFP from the voting equipment. (Unfunded in the FY17 budget 
currently- however backed by the SOS Office to improve election efficiency)  

 7 Bids for e-poll books currently  
 3 Bids for New Election Equipment:  

o Hart, Dominion Voting, ES & S  
 Bid award should be public in the next few months.  
 Online Voter Registration Question raised by R. Carmody- If the state plans to 

explore online voting in the future.  Answered by R. Rock- No plans for online 
voting at this time well into the future. Issues with information and voting 
security still exist to make it widely used.  

 Voter ID: C. DeGrave asked about voter ID/ voter information events. R. Rock 
responded that the events were well attended.  Voter information events are not 
just for voter ID but for new voter registration, changes and any voting questions.  
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available. Funding will advertise on 20+ large buses for 2 months. (See Committee 
Next Steps & Motion Below)  
 
 

 Potential MOTION:  None at this time.   
 

    
 

 
 

        
        
  

 

2:40pm--- Committee Next Steps for March/ April 2016:  Pre-Primary, Christopher 
DeGrave, GCD Staff  

 

Purpose/Goal: Discuss & review the committee action plan prior to the next 
election cycle. 
 

 

Discussion:  

 Set Priorities w/ Remaining Funds 
o Staff Time- Pre-Election Polling Place Inspections (New Locations)  
o Staff Time- Polling Place Compliance (Older locations needing assistance)  
o Staff Time: Same-Day Election Surveys  
o Staff Time- Poll Worker/ Technician Training  
o Staff Time- Outreach & Advocacy- Website, Publications, Articles, 

Newsletters, Social Media   
 Advertisement Discussion- RIPTA bus advertisements explored by the RI Disability 

Law Center.  RIGCD considering funding a portion of the advertisement program 
to promote voting access and awareness.  

 PPP Primary list distributed during the meeting with prior deficiencies indicated. 
Most of the issues indicated (most are very minor) have been addressed 
previously. RIGCD staff will continue to monitor and work with BOE on follow-up.  

 RIGCD is looking for primary election poll-inspection volunteers for the April 26th 
Primary Election.  

 

 

 

MOTION:  Committee approves the revised committee action plan for the upcoming 
election cycle and approves the committee expenditure of $4,000 to the RI Disability 
Law Center for a partnership on RIPTA bus advertisements. Funding will need to be 
spent by Sept 2016.   
 
Motion moved by: Regina Connor  
Seconded by: Arthur Plitt  
 
Vote was unanimous for approval.  
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2:55pm---- Agenda for the Next Meeting & Good of the Order, Rory Carmody, 
Chair 

 

Purpose/Goal: To set the agenda for the next meeting.  

Arthur Plitt- Mentioned the upcoming Dare to Dream event at URI…  May 25th, 2016. 
More information at: www.health.ri.gov/specialneeds/about/daretodream  

Next meeting date of:  Tuesday, May 3rd, 2016 @ 2pm 
 

 

 

3:00pm--- Committee Adjournment, Rory Carmody, Chair  

 Purpose:  Meeting Closing  

 
MOTION: To adjourn. 
 

Motion moved by: Casey Gartland   
Seconded by: Regina Connor  
 
Motion passes- Unanimous Vote  
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