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Governor's Commission on Disabilities 

Election Assistance Committee 
Meeting Notice  

Thursday, July 17th, 2014 @ 2:00pm  
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 

Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 

(e-mail) Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov 
(website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

 

Agenda 
 
2:00  Call to Order, Welcoming & Approval of Minutes, Rory Carmody, Committee Chair ........... 1 
2:10   General Program & Sub-Committee Updates .................................................................. 2 
2:35        Polling Place Grant Application Update & Review ....................................................... 3 
3:00       Agenda and Scheduling the Next Meeting, Rory Carmody, Committee Chair ................ 4 
3:15       Adjournment, Rory Carmody, Committee Chair ............................................................ 4 
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scents graphic 
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Special notes: 
We ask that you use unscented personal care products - that you not wear 
perfumes or scents. Please realize that what may seem to you to be a mild scent 
can make other people sick.  
Anyone may come to meetings of the Commission or its committees.  
If you need someone to read, large print, Braille, interpreters or captioners for the 
deaf and hard of hearing, at our meetings, please call (401-462-0100, via RI 
Replay 711) or email (disabilities@gcd.ri.gov) the Commission at least 3 business 
days prior to the meeting so arrangements can be made to provide such 
assistance at no cost to the person requesting it. 
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 Descripti on of gr aphic:  RI State Seal an anchor i n gol d behind a blue w heelchair l ogo. Jus t bel ow is a blue banner with the s tate m otto “H ope”. All are i n the center of a ri ng of  8 bl ue stars, i n gr oups of 2 separated by the logos for Br aille,  heari ng ai ds, l ow visi on and 
amplifi ed phone. 

Governor's Commission on Disabilities 

Election Assistance Committee Agenda 
Thursday, July 17th, 2014 @ 2:00pm  

John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 
Cranston, RI 02920-3049 

(voice) 401-462-0100 (fax) 462-0106 (tty) via RI Relay 711 
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov 
(website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

 
 

Attendees: Rory Carmody (Chairperson); Casey Gartland (Vice Chair); Regina 
Connor, Lorna Ricci, Steve Taylor, Arthur Plitt,  
 

Guests: George Ford- Direct Media USA (RIPTA Advertisement) 

Staff: Christine Rancourt Bruzzi, Christopher DeGrave,  

 
Clock graphic 

2:00  Call to Order, Welcoming & Approval of Minutes, Rory Carmody, Committee 
Chair 

Chair calls the meeting to order at 2:17pm 
Introductions of Commissioners and guests  
 

 
voting  check off 

graphic 

MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meetings (5/8/14 & 6/12/14) as 
presented. 

 
Motion by:  Lorna Ricci  
Seconded: Arthur Plitt  
 
Vote Unanimous for Approval  
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Action Items: 

 

2:10   General Program & Sub-Committee Updates  

Purpose/Goal: To discuss, revise and approve the current plan for committee involvement 
and priorities prior to the primary of September and November general election.  
 

 

Discussion:  

 Fiscal deadline/ funding update & review  

 Public transportation advertisement sub-committee update 
 Several options for advertisements researched and discussed by 

advertisement subcommittee. Subcommittee recommends option #3 for 
both paratransit (exterior & interior signage) as well as regular RIPTA 
bus exterior signage.  

 Proposal for Direct Media USA/ RIPTA Advertisement option # 3 totals 
$23,000.00  

 Discussion that what is posted on the bus needs to be short, readable 
from a distance and concise.  

 Slogan of:  “Voting is accessible in RI- Vote on Sept. 9th and Nov. 4th- 
RI Disability Law Center 401-831-3150” developed during the meeting. 

 Subcommittee will develop interior signage- George Ford recommends 
that the content be shortened dramatically and made into readable 
bullet points.   

 Subcommittee will work on potential flyer for distribution by RIPTA 
drivers 

  

 Committee Members/ Volunteers for Polling Place Survey stipend option was 
discussed. Priority for RIPTA advertisement identified. Volunteers will be 
solicited based on Providence request for funding and moneys remaining.  

  
 
  

 
voting  check off 

graphic 

MOTION:  To approve the RIPTA Advertisement & Outreach plan developed by the 
sub-committee for Option #3 as well as authorize the monetary expenditure from 
HAVA funding not to exceed $23,000.00.  

 
Motion by: Casey Gartland 
Seconded: Regina Connor 
 
Abstention: Lorna Ricci  
 
Vote: Unanimous w/ 1 Abstention 
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2:35        Polling Place Grant Application Update & Review 

Purpose/Goal:  
Discuss, review & approve/ edit/reject municipal grant proposals for HAVA funding 
reimbursement for polling place modifications.   
 

 

 HAVA Grant Updates 
 Town of Cumberland- Diamond Hill Ski Lodge: Pare Corporation has 

submitted a revised quote of 16k for the ramp reconstruction, disability 
parking, signage & striping. This price quote more accurately reflects the 
project and is very reasonable. I have approved this as the committee had 
voted to allow me to approve up to 20k with documentation.    

 Most of the communities are underway with construction and purchases- The 
reimbursement requests are being processed through the state portal as they 
are received.   

 Central Falls was the first of the larger community grants to be approved and 
PO# assigned as of 6/30/14.  

 

 New HAVA Grant Requests 
 
 

 City of Newport: Requested reimbursement total of approximately 
$750.00 for accessibility modification/ improvement of five (5) polling 
locations via letter. 

 
 City of Providence: Requested reimbursement estimate total of 

approximately $35,245- $50,000 for accessibility modification/ 
improvement of 50+ polling locations. Providence has provided an 
estimate/ documentation currently showing only $5,985 necessary for 
repairs + outside contractor work. RIGCD has yet to receive the school 
department repair estimate/ quote or ramp rentals as of 7/17/14.  

 
 Town of North Providence: Requested reimbursement total of $7,751 

for accessibility modifications & improvements to ten (10) polling 
locations. This request is well documented with proper quotes. 

 
*** See attached pdf documents for grant submittals.  
 

 

 
voting  check off 

graphic 

MOTION:  To approve all grants as discussed/ edited/ revised per committee 
recommendation.   
 

 
 Town of North Providence: Requested reimbursement total of $7,751 

for accessibility modifications & improvements to ten (10) polling 
locations. This request is well documented with proper quotes.  

 
Motion by: Casey Gartland 
Seconded: Regina Connor  
Vote:  Unanimous for Approval  
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 City of Newport:  Motion for the Requested reimbursement total of up to 

$750.00 to be reviewed/approved by RIGCD staff upon receipt of 
quotes for reasonable accessibility modifications/ improvements to the 
city polling locations.  

 
Motion by: Casey Gartland 

Seconded: Regina Connor 
Vote: Unanimous to Approve 

 
 

 City of Providence: Providence has provided an estimate/ 
documentation currently showing $5,985.00 necessary for public right 
of way repairs. RIGCD has yet to receive the school department repair 
estimate/ quote or ramp rentals quote as of 7/17/14.  

 
Motion to approve the reimbursement expenditure of $5,985 to the City of 
Providence for polling place signage and installation.  
 

Motion by: Lorna Ricci 
Seconded: Arthur Plitt 
Vote: Unanimous for Approval  
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3:00       Agenda and Scheduling the Next Meeting, Rory Carmody, Committee Chair 

Items to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda: 

 Pending HAVA Grants (Providence/ Newport)  

 RIPTA Advertisement/ Signage Update  

 HAVA Grant Repairs/ Reimbursement Update  

 Polling Place Inspection Volunteers List & Assignments  
 
 

Next meeting will be on:  Tentatively August 21st, 2014 @ 2pm  
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3:15       Adjournment, Rory Carmody, Committee Chair 

 
voting  check off 
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MOTION: To adjourn at: 3:27pm 
 
Motion by: Rory Carmody 
Seconded: Lorna Ricci  
Vote: Unanimous for Approval  
 

 


