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Description of graphic: RI State Seal 
an anchor in gold behind a blue 

wheelchair logo. Just below is a blue 
banner with the state motto “Hope”. 

All are in the center of a ring of 8 
blue stars, in groups of 2 separated 
by the logos for Braille, hearing aids, 

low vision and amplified phone. 

Governor's Commission on Disabilities 
Election Assistance Committee Meeting Minutes 

June 5th, 2012      2:00-3:30pm 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 

Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(VOICE) 401-462-0108 (FAX) 462-0106 (TTY) via RI Relay 711 

(e-mail) Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov    
(website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

 

 
Attendees: 

 
 
Rory Carmody, Casey Gartland, Kate Bowden, Grace Pires, Arthur Plitt, Regina 
Connor, Lorna Ricci 

Absent: Miguel Nunez, Leo Canuel, Michelle Hayes, Steven Florio, Robert Rapoza (BOE), , 
Chris Butler 

Guests:  

Staff: Christine Rancourt Bruzzi, Christopher DeGrave 
 

 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time

 
Clock graphic 

Call to Order, 
Acceptance of the 
Minutes 

Rory Carmody , Committee Chairperson 2:00

 Chair calls the meeting to order at: 2:00PM 
Introductions of All Committee Members & Staff  

MOTION: To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented. 
Motion by:  Regina Connor  
Seconded by: Arthur Plitt   
Motion Passes: Unanimous 
 

  

 Action Items: 

 
money graphic 

Election Committee Strategic 
Planning/ Budget Update 

 

Rory Carmody & Christopher 
DeGrave 

 

 Purpose/Goal:  

 Discuss and review HAVA grant activities & budget update 
 Current Budget/ Funding Update 
 Review/ Discuss Committee Role & Next Steps  

 

 Committee Discussion: 
o Increase polling place accessibility with pre-election site inspections of 

target issue areas.  

mailto:Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov
http://www.disabilities.ri.gov/


 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time
o Increase polling place accessibility with same-day polling place 

inspections- BOE Technicians surveyed all primary elections sites 
(approx. 135) for accessibility- HAVA funding to be used for payment.  
(In the past, the data has been identified as critical for future use to 
repair/ fix issues) – Cost approved at 50$ per technician (supplement to 
BOE payment) 

 Approx. 25 technicians for primary- surveyed all sites. Only 4 ADA 
issues identified & addressed. 

• Hibernian Hall- Separate disability entrance utilized 
• Barrington Senior Center-  Lack of directional signage for 

accessible route/ entrance    
• Kilmartin Plaza- No van disability parking space available 
• Olney Towers- No voter parking/ disability parking. 

Incorrect entrance being utilized, entrance utilized lacked 
disability access.  

o Although low-voter turnout for primary, ADA survey results indicate 
committee progress. Noticeable improvement in access for most 
locations reported by poll-watchers, committee members in the field.  

o RI Disability Law Center- reported no calls to voter technical assistance 
hotline.  

 

 
voting  check off 

graphic 
MOTION: No motions at this time.  
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Voter I.D. Bill 
Update/ Training & 
Awareness 

Rory Carmody/ Chris Rancourt Bruzzi 

 Purpose/Goal:  
 To discuss current update on Voter I.D. legislation of 2011- Legislation 

Passed.  
 Rollout Phase Discussion & ID Implementation 
 Training & Awareness Activities  

 

 Committee Discussion: 
 Van still operating statewide (location to location) bringing supplies to make/ 

print/ distribute free voter ID’s.  
 Discussion concerning RI Secretary of State’s (SOS) Office- outreach activities. 

Committee will contact SOS to meet and discuss. Looking to streamline 
awareness/ training/ outreach activities and progress in future.  

o Special meeting scheduled with Robert Rock of Secretary of State’s 
Office to discuss outreach/ awareness on July 17th @ 2pm.  

 Public Service Announcements- Possibilities?  
 Idea of utilizing religious groups to promote accessible voting, voter i.d and 

polling access for all. – Rory to contact RI Council of Churches  
 Idea to place AutoMark Video on Secretary of State Website for training and 



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time
awareness.  ( Will contact BOE/ SOS)  

 National Federation of the Blind conference in July- Great opportunity to 
promote voter id and accessible elections (details to follow).  

 RI Recovery Rally (Sept. 15th) - EAC Committee looking to have a booth for 
public awareness/ community outreach.  

 EAC will continue to educate voters on the Voter ID and ability to get a card if 
no license or other acceptable form of ID is available to them.  

 EAC will continue to educate polling place workers on importance of disability 
etiquette and voter ID regulations. (CRB to contact BOE for expanded training 
activities) 
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MOTION: No motion.    
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Polling Place Re-
Districting & 
Consolidation 
Update 

Christopher DeGrave & Rory Carmody 

 Purpose/Goal:  
 To discuss the latest information on polling place redistricting & 

consolidation 
 To discuss fire department use as polling places and make other 

recommendations to BOE as a committee.  
 

 Committee Discussion: 
 No major movement on re-districting decisions. Deadline is fast approaching.   
 Some controversy exists over the designated “drawn” lines- Possible lawsuit to 

be filled w/in state govt. 
 Bill passed to consolidate polling places in the state- increasing numbers of 

voters allowable per polling place from 1900 to 3000 if needed.  
o Passage of bill will eliminate/ limit the use of the “less” accessible/ 

problematic polling places with limited parking or access.  
 Limited fire departments were utilized as polling sites in the primary election.  
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MOTION: No motions.  

  

  

 
polling place graphic 

Polling Place 
Accessibility 
 

Rory Carmody & Christopher DeGrave  

 Purpose/Goal:  
 Town of South Kingstown BOC- Installation Update 



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time
 Disability Parking Sign Campaign 
 2011 Polling Place Inspection Results & Action Plan 
 2012 Polling Place Inspections (Pre-Inspections, Election Day Inspections) 

 Committee Discussion: 
 Town of South Kingstown BOC Lift- Construction is complete and the lift is 

operational/ inspected. Reimbursement underway.  
 35 accessibility issues identified during the Election Day surveys of 2010. 
 4 issues at a total of 135 locations identified by BOE Technical Staff during 

2012 primary.    
 C. DeGrave will be working directly w/ BOE- Steve Taylor in late-June for 

polling place surveys of many of the general election sites.   
 B. Rapoza (BOE) contacted local boards of canvassers – inquiry into disability 
parking signage needed for polling places. BOE has approximately 1000 
temporary signs for distribution. RIGCD has approx. 40-50 permanent 
disability parking signs to be distributed and installed. *** Completed since 
last meeting, over 48 permanent signs were distributed to local boards.  
Committee will continue the outreach to high-priority areas. *** Signs are still 
available under the grant. 
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MOTION: No Motions at this time.    
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RI Disability Vote 
Project Update & 
Next Steps  

Rory Carmody , Committee Chairperson 

 Purpose/Goal: Update on events & discuss next steps for the RIDVP.  

 Committee Discussion: 
 Restructuring of the agency continues- PAL is currently housing the program 

but funding is in jeopardy. Currently re-looking at options.  
 RIDVP Newsletter is getting back on track 
 Awareness/ Education & Training continuing statewide 
 Considering a National Voter Registration Day Event on Sept. 25th (Details to 

follow) 
 RIDVP List enhancement service continues **Free of Charge 
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MOTION: No motions. 

  

 
Announcer graphic 

 

Announcements 
 

Christopher DeGrave , Committee Staff  3:15



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time

 None at this time.  
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Agenda and 
Meeting Scheduling  

Rory Carmody , Committee Chairperson 3:25

 Items to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda:  
Meeting w/ Secretary of State’s Office Representative 
 

 Next meeting will be on: July 17th @ 2pm 
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Adjournment Rory Carmody , Committee Chairperson 3:30
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MOTION: To adjourn.  
 
Motion by:  Casey Gartland 
Seconded by: Arthur Plitt  
Motion Passes- Unanimous 

 


