
 
Description of graphic: RI State Seal an anchor in gold behind a blue wheelchair logo. Just below is a blue banner with the state motto “ 

 
 

Description of graphic: RI State Seal 
an anchor in gold behind a blue 

wheelchair logo. Just below is a blue 
banner with the state motto “Hope”. 

All are in the center of a ring of 8 
blue stars, in groups of 2 separated 
by the logos for Braille, hearing aids, 

low vision and amplified phone. 

Governor's Commission on Disabilities 
Election Assistance Committee Meeting Minutes 

January 20, 2011      9:30–11 AM 
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 

Cranston, RI 02920-3049 
(VOICE) 401-462-0108 (FAX) 462-0106 (TTY) via RI Relay 711 

(E-mail) Cdegrave@gcd.ri.gov    
(Website) www.disabilities.ri.gov 

 

 
Attendees: 

 
 
Rory Carmody, Kate Bowden, Lorna Ricci, Arthur Plitt, Grace Pires 

Absent: Leo Canuel, Casey Gartland, Michelle Hayes, Miguel Nunez, Robert Rapoza, 
Lorna Ricci, Jean Lawlor, Regina Connor, Steven Florio 

Guests: None 

Staff: Bob Cooper, Harvey Salvas, Christopher DeGrave 
 

 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

 
Clock graphic 

Call to Order, Acceptance of the 
Minutes, Vice-Chair Nominations & 
Vote  

Rory Carmody, 
Chairperson 

9:30

 Chair calls the meeting to order at 9:40am.  
 Introduction of all committee members & staff 
 Mr. Kenneth McGill (Unable to attend w/ apology)  
 Nomination of Election Assistance Committee Vice-Chair: Absentee 

nomination of Mr. Casey Gartland. (Rory to contact)  

MOTION: (1) To accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented/ revised. 
Motion by: Arthur Plitt, Seconded by: Grace Pires. Vote Unanimous.  
  

 Action Items: 

 
money graphic 

HAVA Grant: General Election 2010 
Update (Advertisements, Awareness, 
Ride Transportation Update) 

Bob Cooper   

 Purpose/Goal:  
 Discuss and review HAVA grant activities as conducted for the 2010 

General Election including but not limited to: advertisements, voter 
awareness campaign and RIDE transportation. 
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 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 

 Committee Discussion: 
 B. Cooper gave an update concerning the HAVA expenditures related 

to the 2010 Primary and General Election. 
 EAC Committee Projects of: Mini Awareness/Education Grants, 

Newspaper Articles, Voter Education/ Awareness Flyers, RIde 
Transportation to Polls- Demonstrated Effective.   

 RIPTA RIde Transports to Polls---  Primary Election: 6 
                                                          General Election: 46 

 ***See attached budget form for details regarding expenses.   
 B. Cooper will forward a new budget sheet highlighting remaining 
HAVA funding (available for projects) 

 Due to Statewide Re-Districting, spending of HAVA funding on specific 
polling places must be placed on hold until locations of polls are 
confirmed. (***Or RIGCD would have to reimburse HAVA funding 
account if location is no longer a poll)  

 Recommendation by B. Cooper to originate new spending ideas to 
focus on voter education, awareness and outreach in the coming 
months.  

 Spending ideas discussed included:  
o Purchase of a trainer AutoMARK Voting Machine for voter 

training  
o Formation of a new training video for poll-worker to be 

highlighted in the training session and on the BOE website. 
o Formulation of a new public service announcement and/ or video 

for voter awareness. 
 

 
voting  check off 

graphic 
No motions made.   
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General Election- Polling Place 
Survey Data Recap & EAC Next 
Steps   

Christopher DeGrave & 
Rory Carmody 

 Purpose/Goal:  
 To review/ present all survey data collected by staff members prior to 

the election  
 To review/ present all survey data collected by (same-day) polling 

place surveyors. 
 Discuss highlights & shortfalls of the 2010 polling surveyor program & 

future actions.  
 Discuss fire department use for polling locations and next steps.  
 Discuss future plans & project ideas, 0-6mo, 6-1yr, 1yr+ for polling 

place/ voter accessibility.  
 Discuss potential for voter I.D. legislation in 2011 



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 
 

 Committee Discussion: 
 C. DeGrave presented the 2010 Polling-Place Survey Data to the EAC  

o (Pre-Election Survey): 537 Polling Places w/ 147 Issues 
Identified  

 Johnston, RI- On-street permanent polling place signage 
extremely helpful in locating the polling places and 
identifying accessible routes.    

o (Election Day Surveys):17 Surveyors, 179 Polling Places w/ 35 
Issues Identified  

 Several isolated issues concerning the accessible route and 
disability parking at: McGuire Elementary School, Jewish 
Community Center & Rochambeau Avenue Fire Station. 
(C.DeGrave to investigate & resolve)  

 Fire Departments were once again a problem in several communities 
as identified through the survey. Lack of parking, no disability parking, 
lack of accessible route and general building occupancy a problem.     
(All fire stations used for elections are working fire houses during 
polling hours)  

 Discussion with BOE and EAC do limit use of fire stations 
and choose other areas contingent upon the re-districting 
in 2012.  

 (B. Cooper)Re-Districting could potentially increase the 
number of polling places working against the proposed 
BOE legislation to increase the maximum number of voters 
per polling location to limit total number of polls.  

 C. DeGrave/ B. Cooper- Issue concerning payment of stipend to 
polling place surveyor volunteers has arisen. The 50$ is without issue, 
conflict remains surrounding the mileage reimbursement.  

o State Budget Office is requiring an A-14V (Volunteer Mileage 
Form) completed for each surveyor indicating all proper vehicle 
information, registration data, odometer readings and locations 
traveled.  

o Committee has decided that gathering this information is nearly 
impossible almost 3 months later- Proposal for payment is 
indicated in the motion below.   

 

 
voting  check off 

graphic 

MOTION(1): To pay a total of $60.84 per person (to include the mileage 
payment) as a total stipend amount for each of the surveyors.    
Motion by: Rory Carmody, Seconded by: Arthur Plitt. Vote Unanimous. 
 
MOTION(2): If the above method is not accepted by the RI Budget 
Department, the EAC will agree to pay only the $50.00 stipend per surveyor  
delivered with a letter of regret and apology.  
Motion by: Lorna Ricci, Seconded by: Rory Carmody. Vote Unanimous. 



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 
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Polling Place: Disability Parking 
Signage Project 

Harvey Salvas 

 Purpose/Goal:  
 Present the 2011 Disability Parking Signage Project to the EAC. 
 Discuss/ review/ modify 2011 Disability Parking Signage Project. 
 Funding support discussion 

 

 Committee Discussion: 
 H. Salvas introduced the 2011 Disability Parking Signage project to 

the EAC.  
 Polling surveys indicated lack of disability parking compliance among 

several school districts in RI.  
 Signage Project will work towards 100% disability parking compliance 

with all school facilities that are used as polling locations. 
 HAVA Funding would provide signage purchase and installation cost as 

a reimbursement back to the communities. (As long as the location is 
and will remain a polling location in the 2012 Election cycle*** ) 

 ***Statewide Election Re-Districting may cause time issues with 
purchase and installation of signage. Polling locations may not be 
confirmed until summer of 2012.  

 Recommendation to begin project and order signs in the near future 
for readiness of polling place site confirmation.  
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MOTION: (1) To approve the 2011 Disability Parking Signage Project as 
presented and begin compiling data on locations requiring parking signage. 
  Motion by: Rory Carmody, Seconded by: Lorna Ricci.  
Vote Unanimous. 

  

 
RIDVP logo 

RI Disability Vote Project Jean Lawlor 

 Purpose/Goal: Update on events & discuss any next steps for the RIDVP.  

 Committee Discussion: 
**** Jean Lawlor unable to attend…. No update…  
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Potential MOTION: None  

  

 
Announcer graphic 

 

Announcements:  
No announcements at this time. 

Rory Carmody 10:50 



 Agenda Topics Moderator/Leader Time 
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Agenda and Meeting Scheduling  Rory Carmody 10:55

 Items to be placed on the next meeting’s agenda: None at this time. 
 

 Next meeting will be on: March 17th, 2011 @ 9:30am 
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Adjournment Rory Carmody 11:15
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MOTION: To adjourn the Election Assistance Committee meeting.    
Motion by: Arthur Plitt, Seconded by: Lorna Ricci. Vote Unanimous. 

 


