w W Minutes for

% -p- W Governor's Commission on Disabilities
¢’ (5\ 9 Election Assistance Committee
w ¥ Ol w Thursday June 25™, 2009 @ 9:00 — 10:30 AM
John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court,
w N w Cranston, RI 02920-3049

(voice) 401-462-0108 (tty) 711 (fax) 462-0106
(e-mail) Cdegrave@aqcd.ri.gov (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov

Attendees: | Rory Carmody, Kate Bowden, , Miguel Nunez, Robert Rapoza, Christopher
DeGrave, Grace Pires, Christina Amedeo, Regina Connor

Absent: Casey Gartland, Lorna Ricci, Leo Canuel, Steven Florio, Jean Lawlor,
Michelle Hayes,

Call to Order and Acceptance of the Minutes Rory Carmody 5 min.

» Introduction: 9:15- Minutes Approval from May 2009 Meeting (No changes necessary)
0 Motion To Accept Minutes : Rory Carmody, Christina Amedeo (Second)
o Vote Unanimous to Pass

Action Items: Discussion Leader: 40min

1. HAVA Grant Status Update Christopher DeGrave

» HAVA Grant Application has been submitted.
= Grant balances can be held over for five (5) federal fiscal years
= Continue to fund & assist RIDVP w/ award
o CA—discussed issues of permanent school closings (most are polling locations):
possible issue to arise (BOA to investigate)
o No current requests from municipalities for polling-place modification. BOA &
Committee waiting for update on legislation to consolidate polling locations

2. Update on RI Disability Vote Project Kate Bowden 5 min

» KB updated committee on status of RIDVP.

Event Held: 3" Annual Convention of RIDVP held on June 24™, 2009 at the Crown Plaza
Hotel in Warwick from 9:30AM till 2:30PM. (Very Successful Event)

0 Sessions on voting rights, registration, voting process/ budget/ advocacy

o0 Approx. 70 attendees

0 AutoMark machines on demo- seem to be running much smoother than prior
operations
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3. Rhode Island Voter I.D. Bill / BOA Update | Kate Bowden/ Robert Rapoza 3 min

» Voter ID Bill Passed the House of Representatives- currently moving to the Senate

0]

Current wording: ““voter must prove identity by producing a current government photo
identification card at the polls™

Phased-In Process ( to become more stringent by 2012)

Unclear on possible Senate decision

Many issues are unresolved concerning implementation, authorizing agents and
required documentation.

Absentee Ballot Issue---1D for absentee ballots not required in this bill as written
Current legislation needs to be modified (RR)

Recommendation by RC- to spark new conversation w/ Secretary of State to build new
bill addressing all issues currently being identified.

4. RIGCD Mailing List- Cost $/ Update Christopher DeGrave 5 min

o0 DMV & Medicaid lists to those with disabilities for: voter awareness & voter rights

including an “opt-in” option for future information on accessibility, legislation and
other useful resources. (Update from last meeting—CD: DMV Administration
contacted, computer system updates being performed, possible list availability
Sept. 1, CD will continue to update )
» GCD staff to continue to research & get approximate cost for mailing
project

5. Announcements & Meeting Schedule Rory Carmody

» KB plans to reach out to other states to investigate polling location access survey process
(will update Committee)
> Next Meeting: Thursday, August 27" 9:00 -10:30AM

Adjournment:

Kate Bowden - Motion, Seconded by Rory Carmody: Vote Unanimous.

GCD Staff Attendees: Christopher DeGrave
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