
 

Minutes for 
Governor's Commission on Disabilities 

Election Assistance Committee 
Wednesday July 16, 2008 @ 9:00 – 10:00 AM 

John O. Pastore Center, 41 Cherry Dale Court, 
Cranston, RI 02920-3049 

(voice) 401-462-0103 (tty) 711 (fax) 462-0106 
(e-mail) disabilities@gcd.ri.gov   (website) www.disabilities.ri.gov

Attendees: Rory Carmody (Chair), Kate Bowden, Regina Connor, James deBoer, Steven 
Florio, Michelle Hayes, Jean Lawlor, Miguel Nunez, Robert Rapoza, Susan 
Silva 

Excused: Leo Canuel, Casey Gartland, Robert Pires,  Arthur Plitt, Lorna Ricci, Jan 
Ruggerio  

---------- Agenda Topics ---------- 
Call to Order and Acceptance of the Minutes Rory Carmody 5 min.
 Chair called the meeting to order at 9:10  

Members and guests introduce themselves 

MOTION: To accept the minutes as presented KB/MH passed unanimously  
Action Items: Discussion Leader: Time: 
1. Transportation for disabled voters Rory Carmody 
 Ed Scott, Specialized Transportation Coordinator from RIPTA. Use RITIKs that could be marked to 

track use to voter rides to the polls on election date. The GCD could use HAVA funds to purchase the 
RITIK for riders within the ADA corridor. Other agencies have vehicles, maybe school districts’ 
special education vehicles on election day. DEA is currently surveying municipal governments to 
identify which have vans. Need to coordinate with Secretary of State’s mail ballot user system.  
Bob R. & Miguel N. (State Board of Elections) described the process for mail and emergency ballots, 
assistance for patients / residents of nursing homes, assistive living facilities cast their ballots. 

2. Advertisement Rory Carmody 
 Kate B. distributed a draft flyer on voting deadlines, and members spoke about advertising in local 

newspapers, RI 
Campaign access information Jean & Rory will merge the Commission’s campaign sheet with 
material collected from other states by RIDVP.  
MOTION: To authorize DLC & SBE to determine whether the RIDVP if the project 
can pay for a half page advertisement. SS/RCo passed unanimously 
Commission members will request a change in the HAVA budget reimburse RIDVP for the 
advertisement. The Board of Elections asked if the Commission’s HAVA funds could be used to 
purchase Automark ink cartridges, since their budget was cut. It will cost up to $48,000 for the Sept. 
and November 2008 elections. 
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MOTION: To approve up to $10,000 for grants to municipal board of canvassers to 
purchase Automark ink cartridges. KB/RC Passed unanimously 

Next meeting will be on: October 10, 2008 Starting at: 9:00 AM 
Adjournment: Chairperson adjourned the meeting at   AM 
Resource persons: Bob Cooper (GCD), Ed Scott (RIPTA) 
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