
Rhode Island Department of Health Women’s Health Advisory

Committee 

Meeting Minutes – April 1, 2009

Members Present: Iris Tong, Marie Ghazal, Danielle Denis, Katie

Albert, Marlene McCarthy, Carrie Bridges, Wendy Fox, Angelique

Higgins, Cynthia Rosengard and Jan Searles.  Members Excused

Absent: Yvonne Freeman and Catherine Graziano.  HEALTH Staff

Present:  Carrie Bridges

Welcome & Introductions: 

Iris Tong called the meeting to order at 3:35 pm.

Approval of Minutes (March 4, 2009): 

Minutes approved with two corrections- Jan Searles should have

marked as present and Jonathan Mundy’s last name was misspelled.

Project Updates:

Pharmacy Update 

·	The Pharmacy Board met on March 6 & presented our thoughts

·	The Board tabled discussion because they want WHAC Members to

be present for future discussion.

·	Jonathan Mundy will email Iris a time for a future mtg.

Sexual Abuse Awareness

·	Distribution of flyers in process



-Senior Center will mail out

-Creating labels from licensing records		

Breast Cancer Screening among Senior Women

·	3 recommendations from report

1)	Outreach from WHAC- send a letter to community-based

organizations raising awareness of the issue

2)	Send a letter to Dr. Gifford recommending action that could happen

during breast health awareness month.

3)	Partner w/AARP on their senior health event. 

·	Action Item: ID flyers that we can provide for senior expo later this

month (Carrie & Iris) 

Healthy Relationships for Teen Girls:

·	See handout 

·	Cynthia shared about the sex education legislation

·	Action Item: send legislation to the WHAC for them to read and see

if they want to support by sending a letter to Dr. Gifford.   

·	Action Item: Invite appropriate persons from DOE to a future

meeting to present on this issue.

New Project Considerations

·	Focus on a pelvic floor dysfunction exercises and Health and

Wellness exercises for women in general 

·	Wendy, Jan, and Iris to form a sub-committee to look at where to go

with this  



Invite Dr. Gifford to attend future WHAC meeting:

·	Questions to ask Dr. Gifford: How can we be of value?  How can we

better communicate with you?  Are there issues you would like us to

focus on?

·	Decision made to invite Dr. Gifford to the September meeting

Teen Ambassador Projects:

Jessica Marfeo

Jessica was not present to provide an update on her project.

Katie Albert

·	May 1, at 8:30 am, Mary Flynn (nutritionist) will present to ~150

senior students about nutrition as preparation for heading to college 

·	45-60 minutes

·	May 20 @ Narragansett Library @ 7pm, Mary Flynn will present

again about nutrition and breast cancer

Angelique Higgins

·	Science assembly for junior girls

·	3 speakers	-Kelly Quesada, Amgen

-Wendy Fox or her daughter

		- Suzanna Delmonte, scientific researcher 

·	A Friday between 4/17-6/5 but not week of 4/23

·	WHAC suggested inviting only 2 presenters – one clinical and one



basic science

Aldavina Dos Santos

Aldavina was not present to provide an update on her project.

Vivian Lima

Vivian was not present to provide an update on her project.

Regional Report:	

·	See handout/email from Marian Mehegan 

Staff Report:

·	We will discuss the Title V needs assessment process during the

May meeting

·	Laura DeBoer, a graduate student from Tulane SPH will be interning

with the OWH this summer.  Please let Carrie know of any WHAC

projects for which you’d like Laura’s assistance.

·	National Women’s Health Week & Women’s Health Conference-

please see the flier about the conference on May 13.  We still need

financial support to cover the cost of the food for the conference. 

Suggestions/organizational donations are welcomed.

Announcements: 

·	Marlene McCarthy shared a handout from the Presidential

Commission on Women


