
Rhode Island Department of Health

Women’s Health Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes – March 5, 2008

Members Present: Katie Albert, Danielle Denis, Kristina Diamond,

Marie Ghazal, Margaret Koch, Marlene McCarthy, Lisa Shea, Cynthia

Rosengard, Iris Tong,

HEALTH Staff Present: Carrie Bridges, Kate McCarthy-Barnett

Members Excused Absent: Melanie Duhamel, Wendy Fox, Catherine

Graziano, Lisa Jones, Jessica Marfeo, Marian Mehegan, Christine

Ryan, Janet Searles 

Members Unexcused Absent: Janae Ashley, Chasity Hernandez,

Yvonne Freeman, Janet Searles, 

Welcome & Introductions

Iris Tong called the meeting to order at 3:06 pm.

Approval of Minutes (February 6, 2008) 

Marie Ghazal led the WHAC in review of the minutes.  Minutes were

accepted without any corrections.  

Project Updates

Response to Pharmacy Letter: Catherine Cordy was contacted and

provided the following Pharmacy Board response to the letter:

•	The Pharmacy Board contacted the manufacturer to request

education materials be provided by the pharmacy/drug



representatives upon distribution but were informed that

pharmacy/drug representatives do not distribute to pharmacies.

•	The Pharmacy Board recommended a URI Pharmacy Continuing

Education lecture on the topic.

•	The Pharmacy Board is reviewing the possibility to include an

educational flyer within the notice for Pharmacy Licensure renewal.

Action Items: Iris requested the Pharmacy Board respond in writing

addressing the items shared verbally and inquired about the

Pharmacy Board’s formation of a subcommittee addressing the topic

and about the potential for WHAC participation on this subcommittee.

Kate will follow-up with Catherine Cordy.

Letter to Dr. Gifford, WHAC Overview & Proposed Projects: WHAC

members approved the Letter to Dr. Gifford, WHAC Overview &

Proposed Projects with the following changes:

Letter Changes:

•	1st paragraph: Include reference to improving health status

•	4th Paragraph: Include reference to continued support to fund the

OWH and the WHAC for fiscal year 2009 and requesting to discuss

future funding for the OWH and the potential to secure a staff position

for the OWH.  

WHAC Overview Changes:

•	Include reference to Teen Ambassador Projects in 2007

WHAC Proposed Project Changes:

•	Project 1: Include reference to promote instead of provide

Requests for further information to be reviewed as projects move

forward:



•	Project 2: Request overview from HEALTH on role in promotion 

•	Project 3: Request clarification from HEALTH and injury prevention

•	Project 4: Request information from RI Cancer Council & Quality

Partners 

•	Project 5: Request feedback on Primary Care Agenda 

Action Items: Members approved the letter to Dr. Gifford, WHAC

Overview & Proposed Projects with the recommended changes. The

materials with changes will be sent to the full WHAC membership to

provide members who were not in attendance the opportunity to

comment on the letter, overview and proposed projects. Carrie will

send the letter to Dr. Gifford once all members have had the chance

to review. 

Legislative Priorities: WHAC members will invite Helen Drew to attend

a future meeting to discuss the Department of Health Legislative

priorities and address areas if interest to the WHAC including

Perry-Sullivan Bill; Medicaid Reform and Primary Care Access for

Uninsured.

Action Items: Helen Drew will be invited to either the April or May

WHAC meeting.

Teen Ambassador Projects		

Marie Ghazal led review and finalization of teen ambassador projects.

o	Katie Albert: Environment and its impact on breast cancer (Mentor-

Marlene McCarthy).   Katie provided a detailed review of her project

and will continue to move forward wither her research paper. 

o	Melanie Duhamel:  Mixed martial arts and basic self-defense class



(Mentor- Danielle Denis).  Melanie will be hosting classes both at her

school and for the WHAC. The date for the WHAC self-defense class

is March 22 at 2 pm at the studio in Smithfield.  

o	Jessica Marfeo (update provided by Marie):  Fundraiser to raise

awareness of the need to educate teen girls on the importance of STD

and pregnancy prevention (Mentor- Yvonne Freeman).  Proceeds will

go to S-Star Birth in Cranston.  

Regional Report 

No regional report.

Staff Report

Kate provided an update on behalf of Carrie: 

•	Women & Infants Hospital Student Scholarship Application to

recognize students how have volunteered at Women& Infants and

support their career goals. Copies of application were distributed.

•	Ambi Skin Care scholarship for minority women. Copies of

announcement were distributed.

•	Women’s Health 2008: The 16th Annual Conference March 28-30 in

Williamsburg, VA.

Announcements 

Women’s Health Events

•	Women Wellness Event, Saturday, March 15 8:30 AM – 3:15 PM,

$30-35, Evelyn Resh, MPH, CNM, director of sexual health services at

Canyon Ranch Health Resorts



•	Hear Us Now! Raising Women's Voices, April 17 & 18

•	Self-Defense Class, Saturday, March 22, 2pm, Smithfield, RI

•	Women’s Health Conference, May 1, 2008

Next Meeting is April 2, 2008.


