
UNION FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF WARDENS 
MEETING MINUTES 

131 ASA POND ROAD, WAKEFIELD, R.I. 
JULY 18, 2016   

7:00 PM 
 
Wardens: Present:  Mr. Steere, Mr. Boisvert, Mr. McClarnon and Mr. Sloan 
 Absent:  Mr. Ciccone  
  
Chiefs:  Deputy Chiefs Pinch, Collinson and Whaley    
 
Others: District Clerk, Ms. Hogan and Mr. DeSista      
 
 
Chairman Steere called the meeting to order at approximately 7:04 PM.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:   
 
Motion 16-7-1:  Mr. McClarnon moves to approve the minutes of the meeting held on June 20, 
2016.  Mr. Sloan seconded the motion.  All in favor; motion carries. 
 
COMMITTEES & REPORTS: 
 
BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Deputy Chief Pinch then advised that the Building Committee 
met tonight and discussed the maintenance building project and on August 15th will be meeting 
with the Officers from Station 6 to discuss renovations at their station.                                      
 
TRAINING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Deputy Chief Collinson advised that District members will be 
travelling to Maryland this weekend to attend the Firefighter Weekend at the National Fire 
Academy.  Deputy Chief Collinson further advised that Deputy Chief Pinch set up training drills at 
the old Cucina Twist building and which has worked out well.                                           
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
FIREFIGHTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM:  Captain Notarantonio then discussed developing a 
Firefighter Assistance Program for the District in which members of the District would be trained 
by the Rhode Island Critical Incident Stress Team (RICIST) to be able to assist fellow members of 
the District in times of need.  Chairman Steere then inquired if there was any cost for the training 
as well as how many members would be able to participate in the training.  Captain Notarantonio 
then advised that there is no cost for the training, although the RICIST does take donations, and 
that initial plan is the train 3-4 District members during two days in the month of September.  
Captain Notarantonio further advised that in the future it would be ideal to have one trained 
member at each station.  16-7-2:  Mr. McClarnon then made a motion to approve the Firefighter 
Assistance Program as presented by Captain Notarantonio.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Boisvert.  All in favor; motion carries.   
 
APPROVE PURCHASE FIRE CHIEF’S RING:  Motion 16-7-3:  Mr. McClarnon then made a 
motion to approve the purchase of the Fire Chief’s ring.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Boisvert and Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion carries.    
 
APPROVE PURCHASE OF MOTOROLA BATTERY METER(S) FOR CHARGERS:  This matter 
was tabled until the next meeting as the District is awaiting additional price quotes for the 
equipment.     
 
APPROVE PAYMENT FOR SPARTAN GLADIATOR CHASSIS:  Motion 16-7-4:  Mr. McClarnon 
then made a motion to approve payment for the Spartan Gladiator Chassis (for the new Ladder 
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Truck) for the sum of $309,230.00 in accordance with the purchasing and bid policy.  The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion carries.     
 
APPROVE PURCHASE OF PROTECTIVE CLOTHING REGARDING SAFER GRANT:   Motion 
16-7-5:  Mr. Boisvert then made a motion for the purchase of six (6) sets of Globe Extreme turn 
out gear from Firematic for the sum of $11,268.00.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All 
in favor; motion carries.    
 
DISCUSS REQUEST FROM INDIAN LAKE SHORES FIRE DISTRICT:  Ms. Hogan then 
discussed a letter dated May 26, 2016 from Attorney Robert Donnelly who is representing the 
Indian Lake Shores Fire District (ILSFD) and which entity is requesting that the Union Fire District 
(UFD) annex the ILSFD for the purposes of fire protection.  Mr. Donnelly further requested in his 
letter that the UFD absorb all the land area of the ILSFD into the UFD for the purpose of providing 
fire protection to the ILSFD and to directly tax the owners of the property located in the ILSFD for 
said fire protection.  Ms. Hogan further advised that this action would require amendments to the 
Charters of both entities and of which would require approval by the General Assembly.  Ms. 
Hogan then advised that the Board of Wardens should determine whether the Board wants to 
proceed with the request and or refer the matter to a committee.  Discussion then ensued 
regarding the request by ILSFD. Motion 16-7-6:  Mr. McClarnon then made a motion to move 
forward with the request by the ILSFD and which would require changes to the District Charter.  
The motion was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion carries.      
 
DISTRICT VEHICLE LETTERING/RE-LETTERING:  Discussion ensued regarding re-lettering the 
2012 Chevrolet Tahoe, previously utilized by Chief 2 and now being utilized by Chief 3, in a similar 
format as the new District vehicle utilized by Deputy Chief Whaley.  Discussion ensued regarding 
the re-lettering of the vehicle.  Motion 16-7-7:  Mr. McClarnon then made a motion to approve the 
re-lettering for the 2012 Chevrolet Tahoe.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; 
motion carries.    
 
NEW VEHICLES:  Discussion ensued regarding obtaining prices to move forward with the 
purchase of a new Fire Chief’s vehicle to include equipment (lights, siren, radios etc.).   Motion 
16-7-8:   Mr. McClarnon then made motion to move forward with the purchase of a new Chief’s 
vehicle.   The motion was seconded by Mr. Boisvert and Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion carries.  
 
APPOINTMENTS:  Chairman Steere then discussed the appointments of Fire Chief Steven Pinch, 
Deputy Chief Richard Collinson, Deputy Chief Lance Whaley, Deputy Chief Anthony Cinquegrana, 
Legal Counsel Margaret Hogan, Treasurer Richard DeSista, Tax Assessor Anita Flowers and 
Clerk John Blessing.  Motion 16-7-9:  Mr. McClarnon then made a motion to approve the 
appointments as discussed by Chairman Steere.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boisvert.  Mr. 
McClarnon then requested to have it reflected in the meeting minutes that Chief Pinch’s 
appointment date reflects the same payroll change date.  Mr. Boisvert then discussed making the 
payroll change date effective July 1st when Chief Pinch became Acting Fire Chief.  Chairman 
Steere then agreed with the request by Warden Boisvert.  Deputy Chief Collinson then 
congratulated Chief Pinch for his appointment.  A vote was then taken regarding the 
appointments.  All in favor; motion carries.  
 
WARDENS ASSIGNMENTS:  Chairman Steere then advised that the Wardens’ assignments will 
remain the same (Personnel Administrators – Warden Ciccone and Warden Boisvert, 
Buildings/Building Committee – Warden Steere and Warden Boisvert, Vehicles – Warden 
McClarnon and Warden Sloan, Training – Warden Steere and Warden Boisvert, Equipment – 
Warden Steere and Warden Boisvert, Computers – Warden McClarnon and Warden Sloan, Truck 
Committee – Warden Ciccone and Warden Sloan, Strategic Planning Committee – Warden 
Ciccone and Warden Boisvert, Accounts Receivables/Payables – Warden McClarnon and 
Warden Sloan).       
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MEDICAL COMPLIANCE OFFICER:  Chairman Steere then advised that there was a review 
Committee for the District Medical Compliance Officer position and that the Committee selected 
Firefighter Robert Carpinelli for the position and who will report to Deputy Chief Lance Whaley.  
Chairman Steere then advised two very competent individuals were interviewed for the position by 
the committee.  Motion 16-7-10:  Mr. Sloan then made a motion to appoint Robert Carpinelli as 
the District Medical Compliance Officer.   The motion was seconded by Mr. Boisvert.  All in favor; 
motion carries.   
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:   
 
DISCUSS AND APPROVE UNPAID BILLS REPORT:  Mr. DeSista provided copies of the unpaid 
bills detail report for the Wardens. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT/ABATEMENTS:    
 
DISCUSS AND APPROVE TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT/ABATEMENTS:  Motion 16-7-11:  Mr. 
Boisvert then made a motion to accept the Tax Collector’s report as presented and which was 
seconded by Mr. McClarnon.  All in favor; motion carries.    
 
COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS/FIREFIGHTERS:   
 
Chief Pinch advised that Captain Notarantonio had made the contact with the building owner at 
the old Cucina Twist restaurant building and which has been a great tool for training exercises for 
the District.  Chief Pinch further advised that Kevin Quinn also helped out with a training class at 
the building as well.  Chief Pinch then thanked the Board of Wardens for his appointment and 
looks forward to working with the Board along with Firefighters in the future.     
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion 16-7-12:  Mr. McClarnon then made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
at approximately 7:31 PM and which was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion passes.    
 
The next meeting is scheduled for August 15, 2016 at 7PM.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
John P. Blessing 
District Clerk 

 
Date Amended______________ 
 
Date Accepted______________ 
 
 
 
I, John P. Blessing, District Clerk, do certify that the attached minutes are a true and accurate 
copy of the July 18, 2016 Meeting of the Board of Wardens of the Union Fire District of South 
Kingstown and that they have not been amended except as cited above. 
 
 

__________________________ 
     John P. Blessing 

District Clerk 
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