
UNION FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF WARDENS 
MEETING MINUTES 

131 ASA POND ROAD, WAKEFIELD, R.I. 
MARCH 21, 2016   

7:00 PM 
 
Wardens: Present:  Mr. Steere, Mr. Ciccone, Mr. Boisvert, Mr. McClarnon and Mr. 

Sloan 
   
Chiefs:  Deputy Chiefs Pinch, Collinson, Whaley and Cinquegrana    
 
Others: District Clerk, Mr. DeSista and Mr. Nolan      
 
 
Mr. Steere called the meeting to order at approximately 7:02 PM.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:   
 
Motion 16-3-15:  Mr. Sloan moves to approve the minutes of the meeting held on March 
7, 2016.  Mr. Ciccone seconded the motion.  All in favor; motion carries. 
 
COMMITTEES & REPORTS: 
 
BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Deputy Chief Pinch reported that the committee 
met tonight and discussed the Maintenance Facility building project and will be meeting 
with the contractor this Wednesday.  Deputy Chief Pinch further advised that the 
committee further discussed potential building renovations to Station 3 and has not 
heard back from the South Kingstown Land Trust regarding the proposed land swap.  
Deputy Chief Pinch then advised that the next building committee meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, April 18, 2016.                             
 
TRAINING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Deputy Chief Collinson then advised that the final 
practical for Firefighter Level 2 class is tomorrow night at the Fire Academy in Exeter.  
Deputy Chief Collinson then advised that everyone passed the Firefighter Level 2 class 
exam and graduation is scheduled for this Wednesday, March 23, 206 at 7:00 PM at the 
District offices.  Deputy Chief Collinson further advised that there is a pump class 
scheduled for May 12th, 14th and 21st.                                       
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
APPROVE PURCHASE OF INTAKE VALVE:  Motion 16-3-16:  Mr. Boisvert then made 
a motion to rescind the purchase of an intake valve from C&S Specialty, Motion 16-3-8, 
as it was subsequently learned that the intake valve quoted by C&S Specialty was an 
Akron product and not the Task Force Tips model as requested.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Ciccone.  All in favor; motion carries.  Motion 16-3-17:  Mr. Boisvert 
then made a motion to approve the purchase of Task Force Tips Intake Valve Model 
AB1ST-NX-PS from Shipman’s, sole bidder, for the sum of $1,539.00.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Ciccone.  All in favor; motion carries.  
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DISCUSS RIIAAI REQUEST FOR USE OF MEETING ROOM/TRAINING GROUNDS 
FOR FIRE INVESTIGATIONS COURSES:  Discussion ensued regarding a request by 
Rhode Island International Association of Arson Investigators (RIAAI) to utilize the 
District Meeting room and or Burn Building for a total of three (3) one (1) week classes.  
The courses include a Basic Fire Investigation Course (classroom only) from May 11 – 
15th, 2016, an Intermediate Fire Investigation Course (classroom and burn building) from 
September 12th – 16th, 2016 and an Advanced Fire Investigation Course (classroom and 
burn building) to be scheduled during a week in the spring of 2017.  Assistant Fire 
Marshal Hiener then discussed the facility use request by the RIAAI and which included 
a request to waive facility fees.  Discussion ensued regarding the request for use of the 
facilities.  Assistant Fire Marshal the advised that the burns for the classes would take 
place on Sundays but the classes would take place during the weekdays.  Assistant Fire 
Marshal further advised that the week before the class the rooms would be built inside 
the burn building with sheet rock with either 2 X 4’s  or 2 X 3’s and then burned and the 
investigators will later investigate the burned rooms.  Chairman Steere then inquired 
how long a period of time the burn building would be utilized for the fire investigation 
classes.  Assistant Fire Marshal then estimated that the burn building would be utilized 
or one and a half to two weeks for each class.  Discussion ensued regarding the fee 
waiver request.  Motion 16-3-18:  Mr. Boisvert then made a motion to approve the Basic 
Fire Investigation Course facility use from May 11th to 15th, 2016 for a reduced rate of 
$100 per day.  Mr. Sloan seconded the motion.  All in favor; motion carries.  Motion 16-
3-19:  Mr. McClarnon made a motion to table the other two facilities use requests by 
RIAAI until the next meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Ciccone and Mr. Sloan.  
All in favor; motion carries.     
 
APPROVE PURCHASE IPADS:  Motion 16-3-20:  Mr. McClarnon then made a motion 
to approve the purchase of the three (3) iPads from Verizon Wireless for the total sum 
of $1,889.97 in accordance with the bid and purchasing policy.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Sloan.  Chairman Steere then inquired as to who would be receiving 
the new iPads.  Assistant Fire Marshal Hiener then advised that they would be assigned 
to members of the Fire Marshal’s Office.  Deputy Chief Pinch further inquired as to how 
the District determines what technology is bought and when.  Chairman Steere then 
advised that the computer budget is submitted annually by Assistant Fire Marshal 
Hiener.  Deputy Chief Pinch then advised that the laptops that are presently being 
utilized by the Chiefs are very old and inquired about the replacement schedule for 
these laptops.  Discussion ensued regarding the Chief’s computer and or laptop 
replacement.  Discussion further ensued regarding the purchase of tablets instead of 
laptops for the Chiefs as well as IMC access.  A vote was taken regarding the motion 
following discussion.  All in favor; motion carries.    
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:   
 
DISCUSS AND APPROVE UNPAID BILLS REPORT:  Mr. DeSista provided copies of 
the unpaid bills detail report for the Wardens. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT/ABATEMENTS:    
 
DISCUSS AND APPROVE TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT/ABATEMENTS:   
Motion 16-3-21:  Mr. Ciccone moves to accept the Tax Collector’s report as presented 
and which was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion carries.    
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COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS/FIREFIGHTERS:   
 
Deputy Chief Whaley then advised that programming was done to the console at the 
Police Station and which enabled Dispatch to monitor the fire ground channels as well 
as being to put evacuation tones over any channel requested by the District.  Deputy 
Chief Whaley further advised that the fire ground channel was utilized at the recent fire 
and which worked well.  Deputy Chief Whaley further advised that he was been working 
with Assistant Fire Marshal Hiener, SKEMS Director Bill Howe and Kingston Fire District 
Tom Reed on the IMC run cards in an effort to improve dispatch for the three 
organizations.  Deputy Chief Pinch then advised that there was a large fire early Sunday 
morning and that everyone from the District performed extremely well and should be 
commended for their efforts.  Discussion ensued regarding the fire which occurred at 
the Spa Mosaic in the South County Commons.   Chairman Steere then advised that the 
Board of Wardens’ would like to thank all everyone who responded to the fire for a job 
well done.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion 16-3-22:  Mr. Ciccone moves to adjourn the meeting at 
approximately 7:34 PM and which was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion 
passes.    
 
 
The next Wardens’ meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 4, 2016 at 7PM.  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
John P. Blessing 
District Clerk 

 
 
Date Amended______________ 
 
Date Accepted______________ 
 
 
I, John P. Blessing, District Clerk, do certify that the attached minutes are a true and 
accurate copy of the March 21, 2016 Meeting of the Board of Wardens of the Union Fire 
District of South Kingstown and that they have not been amended except as cited 
above. 
 
 

__________________________ 
     John P. Blessing 

District Clerk 
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