UNION FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF WARDENS
MEETING MINUTES
131 ASA POND ROAD, WAKEFIELD, R.I.
JANUARY 5, 2015
7:00 PM

Wardens: Present: Mr. Boisvert, Mr. McClarnon and Mr. Sloan
Absent: Mr. Steere and Mr. Ciccone
Chiefs: Chief Carney, Deputy Chiefs Pinch, Whaley and Cinquegrana

Others: District Clerk and Ms. Hogan

Mr. McClarnon called the meeting to order at approximately 7:03 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

Motion 15-1-1: Mr. Sloan moves to approve the minutes of the meeting held on
December 15, 2014. Mr. Boisvert seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carries.

COMMITTEES & REPORTS:

BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT: Deputy Chief Pinch reported that Building
Committee will be interviewing architects before the end of January regarding the
Matunuck Fire Station building project.

TRAINING COMMITTEE REPORT: Deputy Chief Whaley advised that a Probationary
Firefighter class will be starting in the near future.

OLD BUSINESS:

FIREFIGHTER BACKGROUND CHECKS: Discussion ensued regarding the new
firefighter background law. South Kingstown Police Chief Vincent Vespia will be
seeking a legal opinion from the Rhode Island Department of Attorney General's Offices
to ascertain if the new law applies to volunteer firefighters. Discussion also ensued
regarding conducting additional background checks for the Union Fire District (UFD)
volunteer firefighters who work details at the community schools. Presently there are
twenty one UFD firefighters who work school related firefighter details. Motion 15-1-2:
Mr. Sloan made a motion to approve the background check expenditure of $756 to
South Kingstown Police to conduct 21 background checks ($36.00 each). Mr. Boisvert
seconded the motion. All in favor; motion carries.

NEW BUSINESS:

DISCUSS LETTER FROM BOY SCOUTS TROOP 44 MATUNUCK: Discussion ensued
regarding a letter received from the Boy Scouts Troop 44 Matunuck and who requested
store a trailer and storage container in the grass area behind the Matunuck Fire Station.
Scout Master Louis A. Abbenante, Committee Chairman Francis Dziekan, Jr. and Mr.



Lee Duckworth attended the meeting to represent Boy Scouts Troop 44 Matunuck. Mr.
McClarnon then advised that he had two concerns which involve either liability issues
with storing these items on the UFD property or storage issues with the potential
Matunuck Fire Station building project. Mr. Abbenante then advised that according to
the Boy Scouts regulations and or the IRS; the Matunuck Fire Department (MFD) owns
all of that equipment being the Charter organization for the Boy Scouts Troop 44
Matunuck. Mr. Abbenante further advised that the Boy Scouts Troop 44 cannot own
anything and the Charter organization (MFD) owns all of the equipment as well as
funding. Mr. Abbenante further advised that at this time they are basically asking to
store their equipment (MFD) on their (MFD) property. Mr. Boisvert then advised that the
property that will store the items belongs to the Union Fire District. Discussion ensued
regarding MFD and its association with the UFD as well as related insurance concerns.
Mr. Abbenante further advised that if and when there was any construction; the items
would be moved to alleviate any issues with the construction. Mr. Abbenante then
advised that the Boy Scouts were looking to place the storage containers in the far
corner of the back field behind the Matunuck Fire Station. Lieutenant J. Carpinelli then
advised that the concerns that the Matunuck Fire Station had involved snow and or
adjacent trees and which could damage the trailer and or storage unit during storms.
Motion 15-1-3: Mr. Sloan then made a motion to table this matter until the February
17" meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Boisvert. All in favor; motion carries.

HYDRANT ISSUES: Chief Carney then discussed a list of nineteen hydrants that need
to have maintenance issues resolved with the majority needing brush or vegetation
cleared away. The hydrants are owned and or maintained by United Water Rhode
Island, SK Water Department and or Narragansett Water Department. Discussion
ensued regarding how to remedy the hydrant issues and notification to the Water
Companies and or abutting landowners.

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS/FIREFIGHTERS:

Chief Carney then advised that he along with Kingston Fire Chief Barrington have
worked on revising the burning ordinance for the Town of South Kingstown at the
request of Police Chief Vespia. Discussion ensued and the revised burning ordinances
to be placed on the agenda for next Wardens’ meeting for review and approval prior to
being forwarded to the South Kingstown Town Council.

Chief Carney then discussed two cisterns in West Kingston subdivisions and inquired as
to who is responsible for the maintenance of these water holding tanks. Ms. Hogan then
advised that the District has a policy regarding these tanks. Chief Carney will check with
the Fire Marshal’s Office regarding these tanks and related policy.

Mr. McClarnon then advised that he heard that there was a recent fire at a Curtis Corner

Road residence which resulted in a good stop and great work by the responding UFD
firefighters.

Page | 2



Motion 15-1-3: Mr. Sloan moves to adjourn the meeting at approximately 7:37 PM and
which was seconded by Mr. Boisvert. All in favor; motion passes.

Respectfully submitted,

John P. Blessing
District Clerk

Date Amended

Date Accepted

I, John P. Blessing, District Clerk, do certify that the attached minutes are a true and
accurate copy of the January 5, 2015 Meeting of the Board of Wardens of the Union
Fire District of South Kingstown and that they have not been amended except as cited
above.

John P. Blessing
District Clerk
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