
UNION FIRE DISTRICT BOARD OF WARDENS 
MEETING MINUTES 

131 ASA POND ROAD, WAKEFIELD, R.I. 
JULY 21, 2014   

7:00 PM 
 
Wardens: Present:  Mr. Steere, Mr. Ciccone, Mr. Boisvert, Mr. McClarnon and Mr. 

Sloan 
   
Chiefs:  Chief Perry, Deputy Chiefs Carney, Pinch, Whaley and Collinson   
 
Others: District Clerk and Ms. Hogan       
 
Mr. Steere called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:   
 
Motion 14-7-1:  Mr. McClarnon moves to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 
June 16, 2014.  Mr. Sloan seconded the motion.  All in favor; motion carries. 
 
COMMITTEES & REPORTS: 
 
BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Deputy Chief Pinch reported that the committee 
met tonight and finished up with Station 8.  Deputy Chief Pinch further advised that 
design plans are being completed for the restroom renovations as Station 1 and Station 
2.  Deputy Chief Pinch then advised that he is still waiting to hear back from the South 
Kingstown Land Trust regarding the potential land swap involving Station 7.  Deputy 
Chief Pinch further advised that the committee has begun discussions regarding the 
workshop storage building that is to be built near the maintenance garage in the future.  
The next building committee meeting is scheduled for August 18, 2014 at 6:30 PM.               
 
TRAINING COMMITTEE REPORT:  Deputy Chief Collinson advised that fifteen 
members have recently returned after attending training classes at the National Fire 
Academy (NFA) in Maryland.  Lieutenant Joseph Notorantonio then advised that he 
attended the training at the NFA and that it was very worthwhile training and thanked the 
Wardens’ and Chiefs for sending the group to the training event.                       
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
DISCUSS LANDSCAPING AT ADMINISTRATION BUILDING:  This agenda item was 
tabled again.      
 
TRAINING GROUNDS ASPHALT REPAIRS:  This agenda item was tabled again.   
 
HYDRANT MAINTENANCE:  Discussion ensued regarding hydrant maintenance to 
include concerns about vegetation growth and or landscaping around some UFD 
hydrants and which may impair location visibility for responding fire apparatus.   These 
hydrants are rented from United Water Rhode Island.  Discussion included compiling a 
list of the locations of the hydrants that need to have vegetation growth and or 
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landscaping removed.  Ms. Hogan will draft a letter to be sent out to regarding this issue 
and related concerns.        
 
DISTRICT COMPUTER USE POLICY:  This agenda item was tabled again pending 
further review.   
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
AWARD BID FOR ELECTRONIC DOOR ACCESS:  Discussion ensued regarding the 
electronic door access bid.  Motion 14-7-2:  Mr. Ciccone then made a motion to award 
the bid for electronic door access to Dane Tech for the sum of $54,961.  The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion carries.  Mr. Brian Ballou then voiced 
his protest of the bid award and further advised that his competitor (Dane Tech) had 
altered the bid form and or documents.  Discussion ensued regarding the bid documents 
and specifications.  Further discussion included that bidder Ballou Electrical Services 
and Training did not complete the questionnaire section in the submitted bid documents.           
 
AWARD PURCHASE OF COMPUTER:  Motion 14-7-3:  Mr. McClarnon then made a 
motion to award the purchase of a computer through the State of RI MPA list to DELL 
Computers for the sum of $935.20.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boisvert.  All in 
favor; motion carries.  
 
AWARD PURCHASE OF BUNKER PANTS:  Motion 14-7-4:  Mr. Boisvert then made a 
motion to award purchase of bunker pants to Firematic for the sum of $725.00.  The 
motion was seconded by both Mr. Ciccone and Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion carries.  
 
AWARD PURCHASE OF TECHNICAL SEARCH AND RESCUE EQUIPMENT:   
 
Motion 14-7-5:  Mr. McClarnon then made a motion to award purchase of 1200’ of 
Sterling 1” ripe flat web and 1000’ search lite 7.5 mm cord and twenty four pro series 
locking D carabineers to Firematic for the total sum $1,525.00.  The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Boisvert.  All in favor; motion carries.       
 
Motion 14-7-6:  Mr. McClarnon then made a motion to award purchase of 1000’ CMC 
flat web and five search lite bags to Shipman’s for the total sum of $697.50.  The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Boisvert.  All in favor; motion carries.   
 
 
LETTER FROM LADIES AUXILIARY: Motion 14-7-7:  Mr. Ciccone made to approve 
request by Ladies Auxiliary to utilize the Administration building on October 8, 2014 for a 
Ham and Bean Dinner Fundraiser.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Boisvert.  All in 
favor; motion carries.  
 
FISCAL STABILITY ACT:  Discussion ensued regarding the recently passed legislation 
involving the fiscal stability act and which includes additional reporting requirements for 
all fire districts.  Administrator Blessing and Treasure DeSista attended a pre-workshop 
meeting regarding this issue on June 30, 2014 at the State of Rhode Island Department 
of Administration Building in Providence and to also attend the workshop meeting at 
CCRI in Warwick on July 30, 2014 as well.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mr. DeSista provided copies of the treasurer’s report for the 
Wardens. 
 
TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT/ABATEMENTS:   Motion 14-7-8:  Mr. Ciccone moves to 
approve the Tax Collector’s report as presented and which was seconded by Mr. 
McClarnon.  All in favor; motion carries.    
 
COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS/FIREFIGHTERS:  Deputy Chief Whaley then advised 
that a total of eleven students passed the Probationary Firefighter training class.  Deputy 
Chief Whaley further advised that the students include the following individuals; Tim 
Burnett, Jeremy Swan, James Farless, Matthew Jarbeau, West Johnson, Emily Santos, 
William McCallig, Calvin Goucher, Nathan Bernier, Steve Johnson and John Martin.  Mr. 
Hiener then advised that he had PC Troubleshooters on site last Monday and all the tear 
sheets printers were working following the visit.  Mr. Hiener further advised that following 
the visit by PC Troubleshooters he received reports that the Stations are still not 
receiving the tear sheets and it was subsequently learned that the dispatchers are not 
sending them.  Mr. Hiener then advised that he has requested that dispatchers start 
sending the tear sheet reports again.  Mr. Hiener further advised that there have been 
some recent issues with the spam filter and the District email system and that PC 
Troubleshooters is also looking into this issue as well.  Deputy Chief Pinch then 
provided a report to the Wardens’ regarding the recent Firehouse Exposition in 
Baltimore, Maryland and which was attended by the UFD Deputy Chiefs.  Deputy Chief 
Pinch then advised attending the Expo was very beneficial for the Deputies and thanked 
the Wardens’ for approving the trip.                 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion 14-7-9:  Mr. McClarnon moves to adjourn the meeting at 
approximately 7:44 PM and which was seconded by Mr. Sloan.  All in favor; motion 
passes.    
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
John P. Blessing 

     District Clerk 
Date Amended_______________ 
 
Date Accepted_______________ 
 
I, John P. Blessing, District Clerk, do certify that the attached minutes are a true and 
accurate copy of the July 21, 2014 Meeting of the Board of Wardens of the Union Fire 
District of South Kingstown and that they have not been amended except as cited 
above. 

 
 
__________________________ 

     John P. Blessing 
District Clerk 
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