
 Rhode Island State Council on the Arts 
Council Meeting 

Thursday, December 10, 2009 
4:30 PM 

TF Green Airport 
Mary Brennan Board Room 

Warwick RI 
 
 
Council Members Present:  Bill Brackett, Chairman; Carrie Zaslow, Vice Chairman; Mary K. 
Talbot, Secretary; Dana Neugent; Regina Partridge; Carolyn Peck; Jean Rondeau; Nancy 
Chapman; David Wax 
 
Council Members Unable to Attend:  Ann Clanton; Beverly Blais; Andrea Valentini 
 
Staff Members Present:  Randall Rosenbaum, Executive Director; Steven Feinberg, Director RI 
Film and Television Office; Sherilyn Brown, Education Director; Cristina DiChiera, Director 
Individual Artists & Public Art Program; Elizabeth Keithline, Project Grants for 
Organizations/Public Art; Donna Fiske, Fiscal & Office Manager; Daniel Kahn, Assistant, 
Education Program; Shea’la Finch, Assistant, Individual Artists & Public Art Program; Lew Place, 
Webmaster 
 
Public Present:  Adriana Thomas, Policy Analyst, House of Representatives 
 
 
Chairman Bill Brackett called the meeting to order at 4:30 PM. 
 
Sharon Traficante welcomed everybody and expressed her appreciation for the new public art 
display at the airport.  Mr. Rosenbaum, the executive director of RISCA also thanked Sharon and 
the organization for their co-operation and support of the public art project at TF Green airport. 
 
Approval of Minutes – October 8, 2009 Council meeting: 
 (Motion:  Regina Partridge, seconded by Mary K. Talbot) 
 
Announcements from Council Members (events, activities, issues of note) 
Mr. Rosenbaum introduced Elena Calderón-Patiño, RISCA’s new Community Arts Program 
Director. 
 
Financial Report – FY10 
Executive Director Mr. Rosenbaum reported that our finances for FY10 are right where they 
should be.  At the end of November we have gone through about 42% of all funds; 98% of state 
discretionary grant funds had been expended to date or would be expended based on today's 
Council decisions.   
 
Mr. Rosenbaum reported that federal stimulus quarterly reports were submitted in October, and 
that the next quarter is due January 10th.  We are currently preparing to guide the stimulus sub 
recipients through the process after the holiday. 
 
After discussion, a motion was made to accept the financial report for the 1st Quarter of FY10 and 
place the report on file for audit review. 
 (Motion:Nancy Chapman; seconded by Carolyn Peck  Passed:  Unanimously) 
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Chairman’s Report: 
 
Chairman Brackettt reported on meetings he recently had with House Finance Chair Costantino 
and Majority Leader Gordon Fox.  Among other things, they discussed a joint project between the 
Rhode Island Philharmonic and Waterfire. 
 
Chairman Brackettt reported that many of the council members terms of office are coming to an 
end, and requested any recommendations for new members that could be awarded to the 
Governor's office. 
 
Chairman Brackettt also reported that the Economic Development Committee has been 
reconstituted, providing a new set of thirteen openings for board members.  Chairman Brackettt 
felt it was a high priority to have somebody from the arts community represented on this new 
board.  Bill and Randy are going to send a letter recommending they consider the value of having 
a representative from the arts community on this board, given the importance of the arts sector to 
the Rhode Island economy.   
 
Executive Director’s Report: 
 
Holiday Performances at the State House:  Mr. Rosenbaum spoke about the performances at 
the State House and showed a clip from a recent performance by East Providence High School 
Chorus.  These performances can be seen on Capitol TV.  Each school receives a copy of the 
DVD and their legislatives from their community are invited to their performances. Mr. 
Rosenbaum mentioned that the Statehouse performances are a good will effort with the 
Governor's Office and General Assembly. 
 
National Endowment for the Arts public participation survey:  Mr. Rosenbaum reported on a 
recently released survey from the NEA .  According to a recent study, RI is average at 30.6 
percent attending art related activities.  Forty-million Americans use the internet or other media to 
experience the arts on a weekly basis. Mr. Rosenbaum remarked that helping Rhode Island 
artists and organizations be better represented online is the next significant challenge, given the 
importance of accessing new audiences. 
 
Big Yellow School Bus Grant:  based on discussion at the last Council meeting, Mr. 
Rosenbaum recommended that a grant program be developed with federal funds to support 
schools grades pre-K through 12 to provide busing for art related activities that is relevant to their 
curriculum.  In talking to arts organizations, the single most significant factor preventing young 
people from attending performances was the lack of buses due to economic hardships. The 
Council was supportive of developing a busing program to support attendance at cultural events, 
and Mr. Rosenbaum recommended that it be based on a model already in use in Iowa and 
Massachusetts. Our intention is to create a simplified process, and staff will work with teachers in 
the field to produce the finished set of guidelines and applications for review and approval by the 
Executive Committee in advance of the next Council meeting, and for possible announcement in 
January. 
 (Unanimous consent by the Council) 
 
Online Grant Application Process:  The new online grant application process went smoothly.  
There were some things that were easier; other parts were more work. The staff will review the 
pluses and minuses and issues in advance of the people  
 
Film and Television:  Mr. Feinberg reported we are still waiting on the release date for Hatchiko.  
We believe it will be spring. 
 
Mr. Feinberg also reported that we are waiting for the release date of Tell Tales, and that there is 
still talk about House Rules being picked up.   
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Old Business: 
 
Committees:  There is more work to do on the committees that were set up previously.  
Chairman Brackettt asked that each council member be part of one committee. 
 
Strategic Plan:  Mr. Rosenbaum gave a brief update on the strategic plan.  The staff has more 
fully developed the plan; Mr. Rosenbaum suggested it be discussed in more detail at a future 
meeting when there is more time to focus on this topic.   
 
Providence Black Repertory:  Black Repertory is still in receivership.  The cocktail lounge is still 
open and they are hoping that will keep things going for them.  There are no changes in their 
status. 
  
New Business: 
 
Grants:  the Council reviewed and that it on recommendations for grants and a variety of 
categories. Below is a list of those categories, the motions to accept the recommendations, and 
conflicts of interest reported by members of the Council. 
 
Organizations:  PGO:  Project Grants for Organizations 
Conflict of Interest:   
David Wax:  Musica Dolce; Pawtucket Armory Association 
Bill Brackettt:  Pawtucket Armory Association; Kaleidoscope Theatre; Mixed Magic Theatre and 
Cultural Events 
Dana Neugent:  RI Film Collaborative, University of RI 
 (Motion:  Jean Rondeau, seconded by David Wax  Passed Unanimously) 
 
Individuals:  PGI:  Project Grants for Individuals 
Conflict of Interest:  none 

(Motion:  Regina Partridge, seconded by David Wax  Passed Unanimously) 
 
Education:  PGE: Project Grants for Education 
Conflict of Interest: 
Bill Brackettt:  City of Pawtucket, Mercymount Country Day School 
 (Motion:  Carolyn Peck;  seconded by Nancy Chapman  Passed Unanimously) 
 
Folk Art:  Apprenticeship 
Conflict of Interest:  none 
 (Motion:  Jean Rondeau, seconded by Mary K. Talbot  Passed Unanimously) 
 
Design Innovation Grant: 
Conflict of Interest:  none 
 (Motion:  Carolyn Peck, seconded by Mary K. Talbot  Passed Unanimously) 
 
Fellowships: 
Conflict of Interest:  none 
Music Composition  
Choreography 
New Genres 
Drawing and Printmaking 
Painting 
 (Motion:  Regina Partridge, seconded by Nancy Chapman  Passed Unanimously) 
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American Masterpieces: 
Conflict of Interest:   
Jean Rondeau:  Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre, The Providence Singers, Inc 
Bill Brackett:  Mixed Magic Theatre and Cultural Events, RI Philharmonic Orchestra & Music 
School, Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre 
Randall Rosenbaum:  The Providence Singers, Inc. 
 (Motion:  Jean Rondeau, seconded by Carolyn Peck  Passed Unanimously) 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 PM 
 (Motion:  Jean Rondeau; seconded by David Wax) 


