Rhode Island State Council on the Arts
Council Meeting
Thursday, June 28, 2007
4:30 PM
One Capitol Hill
Providence, Rhode Island

Council members present: Christopher McMahan, Chairman; Carrie Zaslow, Vice
Chairmar, Mary K. Talbot, Secretary; Beverly Blais; Bill Brackett; Doug Bennett; Peggy
Melozzi; Regina Partridge; Carolyn Peck; Andrea Valentini

Council members unable to attend: Nancy Chapman; Ann Clanton; Anne T.
Quinterno

Staff members present: Randall Rosenbaum, Executive Director; Sherilyn Brown,
Director of Education;, Cristina Di Chiera, Director of Individual Artists and Public Art
Programs, Steven Feinberg, Director, RI Film & TV Office; Lew Place, Location Scout &
Webmaster, Film & TV Office; Dan Kahn, Assistant to Education Program;, Diane
Pertuso, Fiscal and Office Manager, Estelle Verte, Grants Coordinator

Guests present: Stu Giannini, former Council member; Thomas Roskelly, designer;
Michael Civatolo from House of Representatives

Chairman McMahan called the meeting to order at 4:32 PM.

Review and Approval of the Minutes of the Rhode Island State Council on the
Arts’ May 17, 2007 Council Meeting

After review, a motion was made to accept the minutes of the Rhode Island State
Council on the Arts’ meeting of May 17, 2007.
(Motion: Bill Brackett; seconded by Regina Partridge,; Passed. Unanimously)

Committee Reports

Nominating Committee Report
Chairman McMahan asked Ms. Melozzi to report on the recommendations of the

Nominating Committee. Ms. Melozzi reported on the nominating committee process
and presented the slate of officers:

Christopher McMahan, Chairman
Carrie Zaslow, Vice Chairman
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Mary K. Talbot, Secretary

Ms. Melozzi asked if there were any nominations from the floor for any officer position.
There were none offered. After discussion, a motion was made to accept the slate of

officers as presented by the Nominating Committee.
(Motion: Regina Partridge, seconded by Beverly Blais, Passed. Unanimously)

Ms. Melozzi reported that this year the nominating process went smoothly. It was
suggested that for next year the Nominating Committee refrain from asking Council
members to “self-identify” as potential officers, believing that using this expression of
interest as a primary way of appointing leaders diminishes the opportunity to develop
new leadership.

Promotions Committee report
Ms. Melozzi, along with Ms. Talbot and Ms. Valentini, then presented the 0

Promotions Committee report. The report consisted of a presentation
of the new RISCA logo, designed by Tom Roskelly of Portsmouth, RI.
In their presentation, the committee spoke about the need to develop
a logo that will attach a “sense of place” to the RI state arts agency:
very few of the other state arts agency logos seemed to visually
represent which state they were from. The committee also felt that
the new logo should help reflecting the list of adjectives associated — Fperam S Comal On he At
: _ the Anchor
RISCA (accessible, adventurous, dependable, advocates, dedicated,
supportive, dynamic).

There was some discussion on how this new logo would be rolled-out, a task that would
be the next role of the Promotions Committee.

The new logo was adopted by the Council.

Chair's and Executive Director’s Report

Chairman McMahan and Mr. Rosenbaum reported on the Arts Lottery ticket, which was
passed in the final day of the legislative session. The legislation established a new
“instant game” scratch ticket, the proceeds of which over a three month period would
go to the Arts Council. Mr. Rosenbaum is scheduled to meet with the Lottery
Commission staff to go over the details of this project. It was his hope that an “artist
designed” lottery ticket could be issued, and that the arts community could be given an
opportunity to sell tickets at their events and activities. According to a state
representative who discussed this with the Lottery director this could bring about
$250,000 in for the Arts Council in FY08. The Council needs to address how this money
should be used, perhaps through the establishment of a committee or working group.
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Chairman McMahan suggested that this committee be formed after Mr. Rosenbaum has
met with the Lottery Director.

Chairman McMahan encouraged Council members to thank their elected officials for this
opportunity. He also congratulated Rhode Island Citizens for the Arts, and for the bill's
chief sponsors, Senator Maryellen Goodwin in the Senate and Representative John
McCauley in the House.

It was suggested that this would be a good way to “roll out” the new RISCA logo.

Mr. Rosenbaum congratulated Steven Feinberg and Carol Conley of the RI Film & TV
Office for their excellent work on the “Evening” premiere in Newport, and introduced
Lew Place, the new employee of the Film Office, who is their Location Scout and
Webmaster.

Old Business

Approval of FY08 Revised Budget

Chairman McMahan asked Mr. Rosenbaum to present the revised FY08 budget. Mr.
Rosenbaum reported that the new budget reflects the budget that was adopted by the
House Finance Committee, and subsequently the Senate and House. The only
difference from the draft presented at the May Council meeting is some changes to
legislative grants.

A discussion ensued about the Council playing more of a role in influencing the direction
of the budget. Mr. Rosenbaum welcomed the opportunity to engage Council members
earlier in the budget making process, and reminded them that there is very little within
the overall RISCA budget that Council members can affect — personnel and operating
costs are established by the state, and the Council has no say in the area of legislative
grants. The only area the Council can change is discretionary grants, a relatively small
amount of money (about $780,000 this year), where even minor shifts can have major
impact on our constituents.

Following discussion, a motion was made to approve the FY08 budget as revised.
(Motion: Doug Bennett; seconded by Carrie Zaslow, Passed: Unanimously)

Approval of Guidelines for American Masterpieces grant offering

Mr. Rosenbaum presented a set of guidelines for review and approval for the NEA-
funded American Masterpieces project. He reported that the NEA has awarded $44,000
to RISCA to support a project or projects that help support “a broader understanding
and exposure to the great works of American master artists” here in Rhode Island. This
is the second year of funding. In the first year most of the funds were awarded to
Firstworks Providence for the presentation of a Native American dance ensemble. This
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year the Council wanted to do something that provided an opportunity for others to
benefit from these limited funds.

Responding to a question, Mr. Rosenbaum reported that the applications received from
this offering would be reviewed by a peer panel, as our other applications are reviewed,
and that the Council would make the final funding decision.

Following discussion, a motion was made to approve the FY08 budget as revised.
(Motion: Regina Partridge, seconded by Bill Brackett, Passed. Unanimously)

New Business

FYO08 Grant Actions

General Operating Support

Prior to deliberations and in compliance with any conflict of interest issues, Mr.
Rosenbaum reported that he, with Council approval, has performed with the Providence
Singers. The following Council members identified conflicts: Christopher
McMahan/Rhode Island Philharmonic and Brown University; Peggy Melozzi/Perishable
Theatre; and Mary K. Talbot/Perishable Theatre; Bill Brackett/PPAC and Brown
University.

Mr. Rosenbaum reported that staff had communicated with Looking Glass Theatre,
which did not submit an interim report (in lieu of a full application) as required of all
GOS applicants. Several reminders were sent prior to the April 1 deadline, and
attempts were made to have them comply, but no material was received. The letter
encourages them to apply for project support at our October 1 deadline.

Reflecting on the panel comments, a question also arose as to the Council’s support for
colleges and universities. Chairman McMahan said that it might be worth establishing
some sort of review and recommendations on this matter.

After discussion, a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for General
Operating Support grants as presented.

(Motion: Carrie Zaslow, seconded by Beverly Blais, Passed. Unanimously, absent
those that declared themselves in confiict)

Project Grants for Organizations

The following Council members identified conflicts: Carrie Zaslow/Olneyville Housing
Corporation; Peggy Melozzi/2"™ Story Theatre; Bill Brackett/Pawtucket Arts Festival and
City of Providence.

Following discussion, a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for
Project Grants for Organizations, Cycle 1 grants
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(Motion: Doug Bennett; seconded by Regina Partridge,; Passed unanimously,
absent those that declared themselves in confiict)

Project Grants for Individuals
No Council members were in conflict.

After review, a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for Project

Grants for Individuals, Cycle 1 grants as presented.
(Motion: Doug Bennett; seconded by Beverly Blais; Passed. Unanimously)

Project Grants for Education
The following Council members identified conflicts: Chairman McMahan/All Children’s
Theatre.

After review, a motion was made to accept the panel recommendations for Project

Grants for Education, Cycle 1 grants as presented.
(Motion: Carolyn Peck, seconded by Mary K. Talbot; Passed. Unanimously)

Fellowships
Hearing no conflicts and after review and discussion, a motion was made to accept the
panel recommendations for Fellowships in Film/Video; Crafts; Photography; Poetry;
Fiction; Playwriting and Three Dimensional Art for FY08, Cycle 1 as presented.

(Motion: Peggy Melozzi; seconded by Doug Bennett; Passed: Unanimously)

Folk Arts Fellowships
Hearing no conflicts and after review and discussion, a motion was made_to accept the
panel recommendations for Folk and Traditional Arts Fellowships

A proposed schedule of Council meetings in FYO8 was circulated to the Council.

Adjournment
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 6:00 p.m.
(Motion: Regina Partridge,; seconded by Mary K. Talbot,; Passed: Unanimously)




